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BOOK 


X. 


T H E French detachment, which marched under the com man d of 1758. 

Sail bluet, againftTrinomalee, were refilled with bravery by the 
kellidar appointed by Rangarow of Thiagar, who Rood three affauIts, 
in the laid of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the fword. This conqueft was gained on the 
1 oth of September, and on the 16th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 
large diviiion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to relift flight af- 
laults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly 
fubmitted on the fir ft fummons, and at the fame time another de¬ 
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon marched 
againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dif- 
perfed'; in conf luence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
farther refiflance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet, 
and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwafh, where all the 
detachments had aflembled from their different expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Bu fly, who, leaving the troops wliich he had brought 
from the northward to the conduct of Moracin at Nelore, had pafled 
from hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a pafl- 
port granted by the presidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr. 

Tally detached the Count D’Eftaigne with a part of the army to re- 
Vo l. II. B b b dues 
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duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery f'urreridered m the way 
without refinance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahiaheb had 
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the 
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak¬ 
ing poMon of the citadel of tlie capital would magnify his reputa¬ 
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of October, under the dif- 
charge of all the cannon ; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the 

fame often tat ion. t , 

The prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but 

what they expefted would have happened Immediately after the fall of 
Fort Sr. David; and the prefervation of Ghinglapet, if in their power, 
gave them more follicitude, than the abandoning of all the other 
forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no 
means of preferving. At the requeft of the renter of Chinglapet, they 
had feat two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own 
men with arms were employed in protecting the haivefts, and the 
fame number of Sepoys were fent at the lame time to garnton 
Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a lieutenant was ap¬ 
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and canied with him ano¬ 
ther company. On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s 
ftup Pitt, of 50 guns : the failed from England on the 6th of March 
together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s 
Iquadron: on board of thefe fhips were embarked <joo men of the Icing s 
troops, embodied In a regiment under the command of lieutenant colo¬ 
nel Draper, who, with major Brereton, and 100 of the regiment, arrived 
and landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the paftage of a 
contagion, then called the Breft fever, which had paffed during the war 
from the French marine into many Englifh fhips. The troops which 
came in the Pitt, and the expectation that the other fhips with the 
reft would arrive before the change of the monfbon, encouraged 
the Prefidency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching¬ 
lapet : this reinforcement flopped the march of a confiderable de¬ 
tachment. 
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■tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from Cara'ngoly to attack 1 75 ■ 
Chinglapet, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies ot 
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Thvatore was re¬ 
duce,'. Thegarrifon, now confining of nine companies, was deemed 
almoU: fnfficknt to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs ; 
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him were fent two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor¬ 
poral, and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces; fo that the 
whole number of Europeans, including the forjeants of the Sepoys, 
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend 
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fquadron 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed 
a fecret commiffion which had detained him all this while to the 
fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and 
conjeaures. The prdidency on the 25th of Augufl had finally re¬ 
folded to recall Major Cal Hand from Tritchinopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and Coffrees in the garrifon, excepting fuch as 
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cah 
llaud, iuft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
ethof September, that a very large fleet of Engliffi fhips were arrived 
atAnjengo there; which, although doubtful, required him to fufpend 
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the 
j jjth and the next day began his march, with 180 Europeans and 3^ 

Coffrees, leaving, according to Ins lnfliuctioiis, the command of the 
garrifon| in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys brought by 
Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captain Jol'eph Smith. The 
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind 
of affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega- 
patam on board the fquadron, which arrived two days after at Madrafs. 

This reinforcement increaled the means of protecHug Chinglapet; 
and four more held-pieces, with a complement of Lalcars to work 
them, were lent thither on the 2d of Octubei. 

Mr. Tally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
days before, he might have taken by elcaladein open dav, and refolved 
to march again ft it with his whole force as foon as lie bad fettled iome 

B bb 2 arrange- 
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arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent cou n tries.- 
Zn the mean time his communication with Chiuglapct was opened by 
the poffefiion of Covrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
found evacuated. But his late acquilitions had not hitherto reunburied 
the expences of the field, nor eftablifhed his credit to borrow': fo 
that his treasury could barely iupply the pay of the loldiers, and 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion,, 
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
nifh was 10,000 rupees: pretending therefore much indignation at 
this difappointment, he dill ribu ted the troops into various canton¬ 
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bully, to Pondi- 
cherrv, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiil:ration. 
Notwithflanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bully, refpedt to the dif- 
tinguifhed character of this officer confined Mr. Tally to the obfer- 
vances of public civility ; which impofed on no one, as he had hill, 
more publickly exprefled his real opinions. The rank which Mr. 
Bulky held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel ; and 
befuies Mr.. Soup ire, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar¬ 
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe mull command 
him on all fervices when acting together. The colonels, lenfible 
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his- 
experience and reputation m the country, and how much the op¬ 
portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaration, requelling on thefe confiderations that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperleffion to them- 
lelves, which, would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire.. 
The public zeal which dictated this re quell, conferred as much 
honour on thole who made it, as their tellimony on Mr. Bully.. 
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were mollly 
of ancient and noble defeent; D’Eflaign, de Landiv-ifiau, de la Faire,. 
Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Tally could make no objection, 
but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr.Buffy’s money,, mllead of his reputation. 
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The approach of the riormy monfoou warned the Englilh fquadron 
to quit the coaft; and Mr. Pococke, as on ali other occafions of con- 
fequence, confultcd the prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur¬ 
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene¬ 
rally happens-about the end of November, and had no doubt of de¬ 
fending it until reinforcements fhould arrive, or the fquadron return. 
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the (hips expected from 
England from venturing on the coari .until the month of January, 
they requeued Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron, with 
which he complied without hesitation. One hundred men were 
Janded, and on the iiththe fquadron weighed anchor and failed 
for Bombay. 

Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end- 
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr. Bully, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
troops of his government: proceeding through the woods and moun¬ 
tains of Bangar Yatchain Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Trlpetty on the -5th of October, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which laris 25. days. They were 'here joined by Abdul* 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry: they gave no- 
diriurbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmifs his 
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient 
to make any effectual opposition, made propofals. to rent the reve¬ 
nue of this, and the enfning feafts, from the French, on the lame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englilh goverment, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acquirition, he proceeded on the 16th with the 
reri, and the troops of Nazeabulla to A root through the country of. 
Bomrauze, who, inriead of ©ppofin.g their pafiage, paid them a -vifit. 
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pago¬ 
da, which had lb long been the object of his wifhes, was not granted. 
to lrimlelf, retired with Iris troops to Chandergherry.. Nazeabulla . 

*T .. * 1 
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and Moracin arrived at Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troops 
there went on to attend Mr. Lally at Pondicherry. 

The defiftance of Mr. Lally from marching again ft Chinglapet 
after the reduction of Arcot, gave the prefidency of Madrafs encou¬ 
ragement and opportunity to {Lengthen tliat place more effectually. 
The partisan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fucceffes no 
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the belt of 
them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
taken into the company’s pay; and on the 30th of October it was 
determined to encreale the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, to lay-in three 
months provilions, and to repair the works. At the fame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em¬ 
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton 
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R Smith had de¬ 
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys 
and fome of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy's Sepoys, 
who had taken poll in the village of Polipore, lituated about 
two miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked 
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20, dilperied tire reft, and ga¬ 
thered 6oof their mufkets, which they had thrown down in theirflight. 

The arrival of a veffel at Pondicherry on the 18 th, from Mau¬ 
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetci, enabled Mr. Lally to" put 
the French troops into motion again : and, as the fymptoms of 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
began to aflemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwafh. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with fame blade horie 
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Pob- 
pore, where they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar : intelligence 
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
Lft convoy of fupplies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the 
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maintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thcfe fup- 
plies, it was refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far 
the greatefi part of the garrilon of Madrafs, fhould immediately take 
the field to cover them , of which one half, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to advance as fai as Vendalore, 
within 1 o- miles of Chinglapet; whilft the other, with colonel Law¬ 
rence, were to halt at St. 1 homas s mount, ready to iuppoi t Dra¬ 
per’s divifioh : -they marched on the 7th in the morning; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Poliporc from ciofhng the uver, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
•command ofSaubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the nth, when he received fome in¬ 
telligence of the approach of the whole ot the enemy s army, on 
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo¬ 
nel Lawrence at the mount. 

' Every day had proved the good effects of re-eftablifhing the poi- 
fefiion of Chinglapet *, for, under the protection of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more extenfive than the dift rifts protected 
by Pondomalee and Tripailour, continued to furnifh Madiafs with 
daily lupplies ’of all kinds of provifions and neceflaries, by which 
the ftock laid up in {tore to fuflain the impending liege was laved ; 
and to preferve this benefit as long as pohible, the troops which had 
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain 
encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might endanger 
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after which, as the bell ot 
external means to prot raft the liege when commenced, it was de¬ 
termined to have a body of troops in the field diflinft from thole 
.already belonging to the garrifon, which, it nothing more, were to 
be continually employed in harrafling the enemy’s convoys of ftores 
and provifions. Accordingly a contraft, which had tor fome months 
been under difeufiion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow 
for the fervice of 2000 Morattoe horle, of which 500 were to ar¬ 
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 4.5 ; hut as no fureties were received, 
the punctuality of this affiftance could not be relied on. 1 he pre¬ 
sidency, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant Ma¬ 
homed 
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honied Ifibof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys from- 
th; garni on of Tritcbinopoly; and requefted the king of Tanjore 
to join this body with 1000 ot his horie, and the Poly gar Tondi- 
miin, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of their troops ; 
for whom, however, Mahomed Iflbof was not to wait; and, in cafe- 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift 500 
rood .horfe if to be found in his march. The Nabob ftill maintained 
300 horfe, part of whom attended his per foil at St. Thome, and 
the reft were difperfed hi the adjacent diftrifis, who oa the receipt 
of fame money joined the army at the Mount ; to which all the 
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewife commanded to 
fetnUheir troops ; hut none came : and the Partisan Murzafabeg, 
having been refilled an increafe of pay which he demanded in this 
hour of necefiity, went off in the night with his 70. horfe and feme 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram. 

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper had received 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command of an 
a&ive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by 
Rajahfaheb, who had been fenfc forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. They crofted the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before 
Tripaflbur, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfcd at the hedge 
which fur rounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys Rationed in the fort. 

But the French array were not in fuch readinefs as the Engiifh 
imagined to commence the liege of Madrafs. All the draught 
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to collect were not l'uf- 
ficient to tranfport one half of the heavy artillery necefiary for the 
attack; and the greateft part of the train, with many other ftores, 
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which fiiip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when Die was £0 flretch acrofs again 
and fall in with Mafulipatam, where fhe was to receive more camion 
and ftores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfed in which a well-falling veftel might have made this paf- 
fage, and without news of the Harlem.; and on this difappointment 

Mr. 
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which had been de- 1758.* 
pofited at Alamparva, to be dripped on two frigates, the Diligence NovemS^. 
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, but 
laden, for other voyages ; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have 
advanced many days before, if. they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute neceffity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the 
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 1 9th ; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, had detained the referve until the 2ad, when the 
great body of the monfoon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
laded without Intermiffion for three days : the troops abroad, warned 
by the fky, were 011 their inarch back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and 
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 
impaffable for feveral days. 

Whilff the co lie tied force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflict, each were equally folickous con¬ 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal into the north¬ 
ern provinces. Mr. John done, who had been fent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there immediately put him in poffeffion, as the Company’s repre- 
fentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof- 
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much flitif- 
faftion that the Englifh troops were coming, but fignified his in¬ 
tention not to furnifh any money towards their expences. Tern- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the fhips and 
veffels with Colonel Ford until the 20th of Oftober. As foon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s fhips were fent 
back to Bengal ; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two floops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
from Vizagapatam on the ift of November, and on the third joined 
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the Rajah and his army at Coffimcotah, from whence it was deter¬ 
mined to march agamfl Rajahmundrtim, where Mr. Conflans had 
coll eft ed the French troops from all parts, and they were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that the Englifh 
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped. 

Mr. Johnffone had difpatched the (loop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vizagapatam ; on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with feveral dEftants, to re- 
eflablifh the faftory under their own authority, on which the fettle- 
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fent Captain Cal- 
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftabliftiment, to aft as fecond 
under Colonel Forde. The vellel which brought them arrived at Vi¬ 
zagapatam on the 21ft of November ; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the camp, which, by long halts and ffiort 
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coffimcotah. Various 
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay ; but the 
real caufe was his repugnance to furniffi the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr. 
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty, 
which.flipulated, “ that all plunder fhould be equally divided; that 
** all the countries which might be conquered fhould be delivered 
4C to the Rajah, who was to colleft the revenues ; but that the fea- 
“ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers fhould belong to the 
“ company, with the revenues of the dlflrifts annexed to them ; that 
“ no treaty for the difpofal or reflitution, whether of the. Rajah’s or 
w the Englifh poffeffions, fhould be made without the confent of 
“ both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month 
“ for the expences of the army, and 6000, to commence from their 
<c arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.”' 
He held out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which lie had 
not yet authority to ratify. 

The united forces now moved in earned, and on the 3d of De¬ 
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on 
this fide of Rajahmundrum, in a flrong fituatlon which commanded 
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in light of a fort 
called Peddipore, They had 500 Europeans, many more pieces of 
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops 
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. Oj: the 
Englifh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fo 
that there were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1 poo Sepoys. The 
Ra]ah had <;oo paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with auk ward fire¬ 
arms, the reft with pikes and bows; but he had collected 40 Euro¬ 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr. 
Rriftol; belides which his own troops had fome ufe lets cannon. On 
the 6th, the Englifh and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
feflion of a village called Chambole, on tire high road likewife, 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the lituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked : on which Colonel Forde, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general afifion, re- 
folyed to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by palling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Rajah approved ; 
and on the pth, at four in the morning, the Englifh troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Englifh troops having filed from the right, were in 
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah's camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno¬ 
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the 
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a fpot that bore 
upon the Camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fupport them with 
his whole army and the reft of his field-artillery. The Rajah fent 
mefiages after meffages, which met the Englifh troops returning to his 
relief; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as faft 
as they could out of the reach of it; and having, in much confufibn, 
joined the Englilh, continued marching on with them to the village 
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock. The enemy, although 
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from long dlftances, continued to cannonade whilft any of the 
Englifh or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach. 

When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as far 
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better 
ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a ftrong 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englifh troops had 
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take pofleffion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofted the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceeded in his 
wifh without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at 
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con- 
flans imputed this inaction to a confcioufnefs of inferiority, and now 
imagined that the Englifh intended to march back to their encamp¬ 
ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad¬ 
vanced in much hafte, and little order. 

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line, 
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe 500 were on 
the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifh army drew up with 
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in¬ 
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
eaeh flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene¬ 
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 
artillery on the left of the Englifh battalion. The line having had 
time, were in exaft order, and had advanced a mile in front of the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. At length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach, 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englifh line 
to halt for action ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat¬ 
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian com, which 
was grown fo tall that it intircly intercepted them from the enemy; 
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but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on each hand. 
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys 
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral 
fmall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground 
during the action. 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outftretched 
the wings of the Englilh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the- centre, infiead of ad* 
vanning parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
of the Englifh line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifh 
Sepoys on the left wing; whom from their red jackets, and the 
want of their ufual banners, they from the hr ft approach mifiook 
for the Englifh battalion ; refpeding them as fuch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the defiance of 200 yards. Neverthelefs, 
this was fufficient; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked with¬ 
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down 011 their flank, 
fcarcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
fhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the 
nearefi of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expected ; and feveral platoons of the French 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they law a 
line of men with fhouldered arms marching fail and firm from be¬ 
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground 
which the Sepoys had abandoned. 

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en¬ 
couraging them to refolution ; but flaw, by the ufual fymptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not Hand the flhock, which prepared 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now- 
performing with fo much fieadinefs and fpirit. Captain Adnct, 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon, as the laft files 
wei-egot clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whole 
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halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. This motion 
was quickly executed; for the fbremoft man had not more than 300 
yards to march, and the field-piece&fvere left behind. During this 
fhort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much 
bufhle to get into order again ; for feme of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance before others ; and thus the fire of the Englifh 
line commenced before the enemy’s, was ready; it was given in di- 
vitions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, and began from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftol foot, and brought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, and before the time 
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole of the enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about running fall to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain. 

The ardour of the Englifo battalion to puriue was fo great, that 
Colonel Forde judged it befl to indulge it in the in ft ant, although 
not certain of the fucceis of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con¬ 
tinue long, if they law their Europeans ccmpleatly routed. The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divillous, 
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. "All marched 
too fall to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a relcrve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuolity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftrift order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpreacl in different brigades, or fets, 
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advancing to the 
action. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear 
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifions to clofe in with the guns, of which 
feveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol foot, and Adnet 
fell mortally wounded ; but his men rufoing on drove the enemv 
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the fame fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others. 

Tiie day, if not completely victorious* was at leaft fecured 
from reverie by the poffeffion of all the enemy’s field artillery fit 
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for quick firing; but their camp, to'which they were retiring, frill 17^8. 
remained to be attacked ; and Colonel Forde halted until joined 1 'F“ v ' 7 i’ 
by his Sepoys, and, if they would come, by the Rajah’s troops. 

The Sepoys and horfie of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Englifh battalion routing their own, 
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
of the Englifh divifions ; and then went off again with the French 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better, 
advancing to the ufe of mufketry againff the Englifh Sepoys of the 
left, with whom the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the French, 
left the three field-pieces of their right; and the Sepoys, en¬ 
couraged by this affiftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching 
off, and the fpirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in various directions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s 
wing neverthelefs continued the diftant fire, until they faw their 
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and horfie 
of the right retreating with them to the camp ; when they went off 
tikewife; ftretchmg round to the left of the Englifh battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad¬ 
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces, and had colie died moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfie to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the flicker of a large tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of 
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the adtion. 

As loon as the Sepoys joined, and all che neceflary difpofitions. 
were made, which took an hour. Colonel Forde advanced to at¬ 
tack the enemy’s camp; but, not to retard the march, left 
the field-pieces to follow. A deep hollow way palled along the 
Ikirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confiderable number of 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the pafiage of the 
hollow way, and fevetal fhot were fired from heavy cannon planted 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Ehglifh- troops came near, and 
the firft divifion of the Europeans ftept out to give their fire, the. 
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field-pieces were arrived within (hotj on which all 
to the right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, leaning y 
ever mt as he lifted, in the utmoft confnfion; but the Englrflr 
battalion crofting after them, many threw down their aims, am 
(in-rendered themfelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly feat 
away four of the {mailed field-pieces; and the money, of the 
military cheft, laden for expedition on’two camels 1 he {poll of 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moil ot which were 
brafs ; <o tumbrils, arid other carriages laden with ammunition ; 
i'even mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provihon 
of fhells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the fame evening70 of their rank 
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
co rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame numbei. of 
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. Of the Engliffi battalion. 
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed ; Mr. Macguire, the 
pay-matter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiffary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No viftory could be 
more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing liorfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundium 
before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field 
on which the battle was' loft; the troops took various routs, but 
moft of them towards Rajahmundrum. 

The cavalry of Ammderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very attive as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con¬ 
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re¬ 
ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black 
fugitives, had flopped at Rajahmundrum; 011 which 1000 more 
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the 10th. 
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This city, the capital of tlie province, is Jituated on the eaftern bank 
of tiie Godaveri, 40 miles from tiie lea. In the middle of the town, 
and near the river, {lands a, large fort, with mud walls of little de¬ 
fence. The French troops, having loft all their bell cannon, would 
not trull to thofein the fort, and report had reprefen ted the Englifh 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah's and all, in full purfuit; and 
in this perfuaftoii they had begun to crofs the river at midnight.. 
Fifteen Europeans, with all the {lores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im¬ 
mediately feized; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in 
the ftream; and four final! field pieces, with a thirteen-inch 
mortar of brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other hi ore 
when the Englifh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well' 
with their mulkets as from the cannon'of the fort, upon the boat 
and the oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off 
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a- 
party of Sepoys crofting the river in boats, brought them back the 
fame day without moleftation r a large quantity of ammunition and 
military {lores, laid up for the French army, was taken 111 the fort. 

Colonel Forde, with tire reft of the Englifh forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundrum the next clay y but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few- of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the {haggling fhot of the fight. 
The Hardvvicke, and the two (loops, were at anchor on the coaft lome 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 10 miles from the 
fea; and the day after the viftory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 
velfel s between Mafulipatam and their factories on the Godaveri : and 
a few days after the fhip Thames was di{patched from Vizagapatam, 
fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. 

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Lilly from 
advancing again ft* Madrafs, was an advantage gained; Captain 
jofeph Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as loon as he received 
the orders of the prefidency, equipped 3000 Sepoys from his garrifon, 
and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the command of 
Mahomed Iffoof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the' 
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3I ft of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies, 
whole afliftance the prefidency had requeued. The polygar Tondi- 
man gave affuranccs, and was really coUefling lome, but the Mo- 
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had expreffed 
h.imfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to fend 
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him 
of tlie impolicy of Ills indifference : accordingly this .office! embarked 
on the 30th in a common mafloolah, intending to land at Tran- 
quebar. 

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of 
November, advancing on the high road towards M.uhais. but a 
large detachment under the command of Mr. Soupire proceeded along 
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prifoners. On the 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within mulket-lhot; and contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps Ills own conviction, determined to leave it in bis rear. 
On the 7tli, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Engliih army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery : 300 had been 
ported, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford .over the river of St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
thefe troops were fent back to the town, and the lame number were 
detached to fup ply their place from the camp ; for Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general a&iou. In the afternoon of the ninth 
a conffderable body of the enemy appeared in light of the Mount; 
but Mr. Lally had left his camp handing at Vendaloor, of which 
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear¬ 
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of 
7 a forced 
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Book X. Siege of Fort St, GEorg-e. 

n forded march in the night, higher up, acrois the river of bt. 
Thome, which might bring the French army before morning be¬ 
tween the Engliih camp and Madrafs, and cut oft their retreat to 
the town : he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain. 

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicane, 
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, pafteth 
near the weftoru tide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high grolmd, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft, 
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it wafheth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane. 
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking 
to the fouth, communicates writh the river of Triplicane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca¬ 
nal, is called the llland, which is about 3000 yards in circumfe¬ 
rence. 1200 yards from the ftraud of the lea is a long bridge 
leading from the llland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming 
from the fouth or weft, tliefe two bridges afford the only convenient 
accefs to the Fort or white town, excepting another along the ft rand 
of the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with land. 
All the ground between the St. Thome road and the fea is hi led 
with villages and enclofures; and fo is that on the left, loi hah 
.a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road hid (even'd 
fmaller pall ages leads through them to the St, I home Road. 

It was neither the intention of the Prelidencv, nor of Colonel 
Lawrence himfelf, to rifque the army on the Choultry plain, more 
than they had at the Mount; for a defeat in the field was the certain 
lois of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European 
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horfe, excellently mounted and djfctpHned ; the greateft number 
which had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 
was to gain time, for every day was precious ; and not to dilpirit 
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiege, and might 
have made finifter refleftlons if they had been haflily led back with¬ 
in the walls, before their own underfhmdings were convinced of the 
neceffity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it Ihould become 
neceffary. 

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo¬ 
sures which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river. 
The road from the 'Mount pafles two miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its ifliie into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
■which was the rofh, oppofite to this defile. On the- i rth he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
■clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this filia¬ 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to 
that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that 
of St. Thome, which from the junction continues {freight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultry Handing at the ikirt of the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures. 

The French army remained at the Mount during the nth, but 
marched before day-break on the i 2th ; and at fun-rife all their Eu¬ 
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap¬ 
peared at the choultry fo unexpe&edly, that the Sepoys fcarcely 
Hald to give their firfl fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking 
'themfelves fecured by a imall grove, which was in the rear of the 
n A:houltry s 
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choultry, drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by 
the advanced field-pieces ; .of which, fevcral ihot made way through 
the trees and killed three troopers ; on which, all galloped away to 
the St. Thome road, intending, it fiiould feem, to pufh toTriplicane- 
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
ftrand of the river in the rear of the Englilh army : but oppofite to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, ■ they found the road 
ftockaded acral's, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden-wall, 
-bv which they might likewife have come round; and in tliefe two 
polls were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns; and the St. 
Thome road, for a long way, had no other iliite to the left. The 
ffirft fire from the ftockades drove die cavalry up the road until out 
of reach. 

Mean while the main body of the French army appeared iffu- 
"ing from along the mound of the Mcliapore tank, and advanced 
:along the road, which was here between an avenue of trees, 
'.cannonading at intervals from fome of their field-pieces: they 
were anfwered without ihtermiffipn by fix from the Englilh line, 
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1000 
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the right, and palling a village called 
Chin dad rapetfah, eroded the river of Trip] icane, where it was for¬ 
dable without difficulty; they then continued round two or three 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Ifland. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans 
polled in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrifon. As Toon as this party joined, the whole army crolled 
The bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and Tent to defend the palles of the black town, 
the reft of the army marched into the fort, Mr. Tally gave no in- 
?terruption to the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpedted fome ftrata- 
geras. Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the 
French loft to, and as many wounded. 

At the fame time that the main body of the French army were 
.advancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam- 
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belt had proceeded along the fouth llde of the San Tiiom£ river, .in 
order to attack a redoubt fituated on the fde of it near the tea. 
The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli¬ 
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 

garrifon. - __ 

As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council or 

the prefidency affembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the liege to the governor Mr. Pigof, recommending to lnm 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occa lions, and on extraordinary 
emergencies to affemble a council of the iupeiioi officcis or the gai- 
l-ifom The French army immediately encamped on the groundjvhich 
the Englilh. had quitted, but fent a detachment across the I ripli- 
cane river, which took poll in the redoubt at Egmore. 

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro¬ 
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been lent oft under the com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfgn Crowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable port, although the fort was of 
ftone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refulal, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall; but the Sepoys within, expecting nei¬ 
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep flence at midnight, and 
palling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purfoe; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town. 
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 
of Tripaflore. 

Their arrival brought in the laft of the troops, Rationed in diflant 
out-pofts, and completed the force with which Madrals was to fuf- 
tain the liege. The roll of the European military, including the 
officers with 64 topafles,' and 89 cofrrees incorporated in the compa¬ 
nies. 
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nies amounted to 175S men. The Sepoys were 2220. Of the Eu- 
mpeans 2 + were troopers mounted. The. Nabob's horfe were 
J 0 . but, from experience, very little fervice was expefted from 
, hcm ’ The European inhabitants not military were .50 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftmftou to feme out ftotes 
and protons to the gamfon. The native boatmen who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage¬ 
ments, and their huts, with their mafloolas or boats, extended 
under the wall next the fea, where it was fbppoled not a flue 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with U family and attendant, 
had come into the fort on the day drat the army retreated from the 
Mount; but, although.lodged in one of the bed hollies, vole much 
{tautened for want of the room and convemencies to which they had 

been accuftomed. ... 

The French army continued on the other fide of the Tnplicay 

river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next, 
but at two in the morning of the 14th were m motion and havmg 
-nflbd the river where the EngliOi had croffed, proceeded at the back 
of ff Eo more to the village of Viparec, which is about a mile to the 
nnrrwA of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
vWt to the northern part of the black town. Parts, of the ancient 
tamd hedge, and the ruins of feme guard-houlcs, ftrll remained 
along the north and weft f.des of the black town ; and, wi ll 
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft p.ut ot the 
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
o the ford acroft which the road from Viparee eads into the town 
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and t|en 
r,n away. The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the fold, and 
feveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that feve¬ 
r'd parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide; "hemal 

retreated as faft as they could to the fort and ncme were inter¬ 
cepted. In the ikirmifhes, three of them had been killed , of tl 
enemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army Tk 
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wmi \ in &e fnuthem parts of the town, where the dreets opened 
‘ on the efolanade of the fort. The regiment of Lally took up 
their quarters near the beach of the fea. Lorrain, with the batta-. 
lion of India, on the rifmg ground to the weft; but both be¬ 
hind buildings which icreened them from the fire of ^ me 
ramparts, A multitude of the natives* with the uiual del pan- 
deudy or their characler, had remained in their habitations until the 
lull hour, ami now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit- 
t-mce into the covered way, but were refilled, and advifed to malic 
their efeape as well as they could in the night; feveral fpies and 
two or three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ranfacking the houfes,. 
and that they had difeovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack,, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town, appeared daggering under their loads and 
liquor; on which it was reiblved to make a thong felly before they 
fhoukl have time to recover themfelves, 

-Five hundred of the beft men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ; 
and i oo with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a coverin'* - party.- At eleven o ciock Fhaper s detachment maiched 
out of the weftern ravelin; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was, firfl, 
'’oo yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge erodes a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch oi the foit. 
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the a (cent 
of the rifmg ground, and is laid pointing to the N. w.: the afeent 
begins alinoft as foon as you have eroded the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that direftion, when 
it turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north 
and fouth, and is eroded by feveral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until appriled by a 
miftake of the Englifh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet y 
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza; 
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with iufficient 
attention to he certified in which flreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
ioo yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 01*3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a ftrait communication between the two : the Englifh troops 
marching on did not receive a fhot until they came oppofite to this ad¬ 
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank : the fir ft of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but 
ftationed two platoons from the iucceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet. 
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pafs; but before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fame more had pufhed on to the head 
of the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was 

terminated by another much broader that crofted it, coming on the 
right from the efpianade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-flreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. I11 that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet in which they had polled their advanced guard, and were ex¬ 
pecting* the Englifh troops ; to whom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, after it has turned to tlie north, the battalion of India, which 
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, were af- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in taking the advantage ; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and fired ; but had icarcely 
time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifh troops had faced, and in 
Vol.IL Eee front 
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front of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 
palled through, lay the ruins of a demolifhed houfe, which ip re ad 
more than half-way over the crofs-ftreet, and although not, high 
enough to prevent a fingle rank of mufketry from firing over the 
rubbilh, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn 
up to the right of the rubbifh, and the troops which had hood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that fide of the crofs-ftreet, Thefe alterations created fome con- 
fufion ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of 
letting the field-pieces to work; which did not difappoint the expec¬ 
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain 
fcarcely flood a minute before all the men rail into the oppofite 
houfes ; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces, 
which the gunners like wife abandoned after the very firft difcharge. 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piftol, but without eftedt, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol¬ 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inftant, many of the 
French ioldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifh fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the ftreet, and began to fire ; by which two of the grena¬ 
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire ; 
but with encreafmg havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many of 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take fhelter in the neareft 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt of this, fight con¬ 
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuccefs was to 
be expected, and that the arrival of Daily’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; but 
not a fingle drummer was found to beat it. The grenadiers of the 
Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 

ftreet 
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ft reel occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 175S. 
large encloftire on the fide of the flreet oppofite to the rubbifh ; and ^ 
as well as the others who had taken fhelter in houfes on the right 
were not apprized of the retreat: all who were marched huddled to¬ 
gether down the crofs-flreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the protection of the guns of the fort ; 
but the enemy followed foclofe, and their fire both of cannon and niuf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclolure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They -were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe they could make no effectual refinance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During' the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were .with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bully, for 
moll of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad¬ 
vanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards of the flreet in which the Englifh were retreating, 
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon the ef¬ 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort; the fear of which, and the miflruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them ; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two field- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as foon as out of the flreet, 
turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which fkirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
and was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis; but all the officers, with as many men as they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face of 
the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was killed 
on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign Chace, were 
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mortally wounded ; Poller came into the fort, but the other two 
were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were fhot 
through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign 
Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered. Of rank and 
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded: Fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open action, for more than 20 were found killed in dif¬ 
ferent houfes, moFly dabbed with bayonets, and with their an¬ 
tagonists lying dead befide them; fo that the garrifon loft the lives 
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this fallv. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
wounded; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot; they loft only four priloners, of whom 
one was the Count D.’EFaign ; lus quarters were with Laity’s regi¬ 
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his liorfe* 
and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear of the Eng l life 
grenadiers, whom, being fhort-lighted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through the Fnoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
mi hake until within a few yards, when his horfe Fumbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two 
drummers, who had their fwords drawn to Fab him, when Lieu¬ 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards, taken pnfbner himfelf, 
Fepped between : his confequence being known, he was imme¬ 
diately fent away with an officer and a hie of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed excefiively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft nre, which had they (.lone, and the troops been lefs intoxi¬ 
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englifh detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bully, who 
juFified himfelf by the delay of Mr, Lally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march ; and then Bulky led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’EFalgn, and with reafon ; for 
the one poffefled all the qualities of an able general, and the other of 
an adlive partisan. 

Very 
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Very few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the gafrifon at the 
opening of a iiege ; the prefent was in home meafure juftified by the 
fuppofition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and m confufion : 
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreflion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the ffiofl experience, propofed that a general 
affault fhould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed. 

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well as fhot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effedt; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had 
embarked for the hege was ftill at a diftance at tea, and on the day 
of the fally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey. by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcortedby 
150 Sepoys; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as lie could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received, that one of the veflels which had 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off 
the point of Conimere, about 15 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch Snow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the 
French veflel; accordingly 20 Tailors belonging to the fquadron who 
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr. 
Pococke, were lent on board under the command of a naval officer 
of experience ; but juft as he was going to weigh, the Tailors refufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French fhip was much too 
ftrong for them ; on which they were relanded on the 10th, and 
the attempt was relinquifhed. 

The 
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The experience of the very few days that the fort had been in¬ 
verted, had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences 
which he and his family would buffer by continuing in it through 
the fiege ; and the garrifon rtiLl more wiflied to be freed from the 
ufelefs consumption and embarrailment of his retinue, which conn 
lifted of 400 men,' with 200 horfes, betides other cattle, who, 
neverthclefs, could not decently be difmiffed whilft he remained. 
It was therefore refolved, with mutual latislaflion, that he thou Id pro¬ 
ceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate . 
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the 
Dutch iettlemcnt of Negapatam ; from whence, being in the Tan- 
jore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. They 
embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of the 20th, 
and before morning were out of light; the Nabob’s dependants were 
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, and in a 
few nights moft of them quitted the town. 

On tire 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro¬ 
peans, and as many Sepoys ; hut they were difeovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two Tallies 
were made on the night of the 19th : the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the northward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and 
giving a fcattering fire" took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat Iikewife, but, before they were out of 
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally w f as .of 1000 Sepoys, under the com¬ 
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a 
guard ported at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to feize a piece of battering cannon which was waiting 
’there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys : they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 

I home Road, when they received a fire from the firft enclofure on 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all ex¬ 
cepting 
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ccptlng 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re¬ 
ceived a wound. 

On the 21 ft another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro¬ 
peans fallied at 1 o o’clock in the day, under the conduct of Lieu¬ 
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be polled at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crofted the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral 
fmall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome road, and crofting it, marched along the other road, which 
leads to the Chou I try-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad¬ 
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the ftrand of the river to the bar, where 
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. Whilft 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived crofting from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s, w. towards the black town,, 
and being within random ftiot of the weftern baft ions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which loon ftopt the bullocks and coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to tine axle-tree in the mud; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promile of a reward, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thele guns : on their appearance the 
drivers call off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran 
away *, but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town ; on which.the party 
was recalled into the fort. 

On the 17th, all the Engiilh prifbhers that had been taken at the 
fally were fent away for Pondicherry. They were 100, and were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and i;oo 
Sepoys. They moved llowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the 
road near the fea fliore, which pafieth by Cobelong, where they were 
2 halting 
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halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pn- 
foners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of 
the garrifon of Chingtepet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They eroded the 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open¬ 
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crois, in which hate it was at 
prelent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted fent halt his force ovei the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road ; two 
hours after appeared a body of 4^® Sepoys, with feme black I101 ie, 
whom Prefton kept at a dillance and difperfed ; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had 
paged on to Sadrafs before he crofted the water, on which Prefton 
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day. 

The commandant Mahomed lftbof, after having been detained 
three days at Gutatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No¬ 
vember at Thin gar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and rooo foot; and Mahomed lftbof- himfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firftof 
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the 
weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 
when they liirrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma¬ 
homed Iflbof; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafod, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly : 
feme flores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and 011 
the 7th burnt a village in light of Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Iflbof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore. 
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. On the 1758. 
6th, he was joined by 2O0 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, 
fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much activity' until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 
arms and efifeds ; and .having already killed 15 and wounded 55' of 
Mahomed Iffoofs troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow- 
ing the track of Kiffnarow marched to the eaftward, fp reading his 
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid 
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter'in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of tile great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations 
it . was referved to fertilize. The fword was little ufed, but fire 
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr. 

Tally on hearing of thefe devaftafions, fent word to Mr. Pigot-, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21ft Mahomed I (loot was joined by 
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furnifhed by the king, but hired there 
with his permiifion, by Mahomed Iffoofs agents : on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next, 
Mahomed Ifloof began his march from Villapoi'um to the north¬ 
ward, ftiil continuing Ins ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable 
body'of horfe j had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
protect thofe diftrifts from his excurfions, and on his approach 
crofled the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in¬ 
tention to give him battle; but on better intelligence of his force, 
took fhelter under the guns of Vandiwafh. Lambert was alfo on 
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ffopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Iffoof with 
bis army joined Captain Preffon at Chinglapet. 
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On the nnd the Harlem, ft long expedetl by the enemy, anchored 
in the evening at Onore, three leagues to the north of the black 
town. The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of. pro- 
viiion's, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was high, 
and the fhip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by which flic was riding, before one that was coming 
from the fiaore on a catamaran conld reach * her; and the Hailem 
netting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, Hie flood out to 
lea intending to regain the road in the evening, but beioie night 
was driven ont of fight to leeward. She brought the news of the 
viTory nained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to tlie enemy by 21 
gun s pointed upon their quarters from the northern baflions, and die 
fire of the whole garrifou drawn up in the covered way- The next 
day the Harlem flopped and feized a veflel trading from the norward. 
Laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient 
to flipply the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars of 
thofe unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and 
brought in.'boats from thence to San Thome, palled every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egmore, within light of the fort; but fince the Tally of the 
Sepoys on the 2 ifl, the elcorts were too ftrong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque at that 
diflance. But die flock of gun-powder neeeflary for the batteries 
W'as not yet completed; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks 
with much delay. 

The commandant Mahomed Iffoof on his arrival at Chinglapet 
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1000, 
to ravage and deflroy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
the French government drew revenues, and their army before 
Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in¬ 
fantry, intending according to inftrudtions he had received from Mr. 
Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the 
7 town. 
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town of San Thome ; but Captain Prelton thinking this a hazardous 1750^ 
enterprise, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with DeCf ^ b .^ 
80 Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from 
his garrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and were 
rejoined the fame day by the borfe from Conjeveiam : dining the 
on finin g night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 100 were 
■cavalry 5 , 600 Sepoys, and 800 black borfe, marched from the black 
town and other polls, under the command of IVli- houpne, and at 
day-break the next morning had palled the village of Sidapet, and 
were within light of the Mount before their approach was known ! 
however, the activity of Prelton and Mahomed Iflbof ftopt the effects 
of the finrprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their 
camps were in march : the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was returned and continued until 10 o’clock, when Captain 
Prelton feeing an advantage, made a pufh with the Chinglapet 
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Iflbof with 
his* kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
effort to refeue them ; however, the enemy retreated in good order to 
Sidapte for thegreatell partofMahomedIfioofscavalry were, if poffible, 
worle than the black borfe with the French, and few of either 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French 
Europeans, with fome of their Sepoys and horles, were left dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen 
were troopers; molt of this execution was done by the field-pieces j 
the Chinglapet troops loll only one European, but fcveral Sepoys ; 
and more of Mahomed Iflbof s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded: both Prelton s and Mahomed Iflooi s di- 
vifions continued at the mount. 

At break of day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, with the 
troop of horle, Tallied from the garrifon of Fort St, George by 
the ionthern gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar of 
the river, the garden -houfe, and the -village of Triphcane, which 
they effected without oppofition ; . they likewfle intercepted a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army, 
which gave information of the arrival ol a veflel at Pondicheiry 
from the bland of Mauritius with 70 chefts of filver. This 
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day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with 
his firft -fire again ft the fort; but the preparations to equip a large 
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed 
Ifloof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January. 

The French, whilft in poffefiion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to. 
the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long refiftance againft the regular approaches of an 
European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Never thelefs, the- 
Englifh let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the beginning of the year 1756; when the 
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations making in France againft India, dictated the ne- 
ceffity of rendering it completely defenfible. Accordingly all the 
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for¬ 
tifications.: their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men,, 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram. 

An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer 
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground ,as the former area of the fort: the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with, 
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft ; but on 
account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the fur face, 
and tire naked ditch remained when Delabourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftrnCtion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re- 
folved on; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr. 
Robins, the fortifications on this fide were railed in conformity to 
that projection. To join the new rampart with the old baflion to. 
the s.w. and to gain the ground in. the new area which was occu¬ 
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s.. w*. 
baftion, with earth dug from the edge of the riling ground of the 
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black town to the north-weft, which the excavation removed 40 yards 
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river 
under the old wall had been choaked up. The river flopped in its 
former channel, was directed in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face of the new works, wafhing in fome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head of the fpit of fand. The old wall of the weflern fide flill re¬ 
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward lhould 
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprized three large 
baflions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baflions 
Communicated with the old baflion, which flood before on the s.w. 
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former chanel of the river ; 
and this curtain encreafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210 
yards. Neverthelefs, the works on this fide were much lefs de- 
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north ; but the furface of water 
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceffible, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent 
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much 
more advantage than on the other fides ; and this face was therefore 
flrengthened in proportion : the two former baflions and rampart, 
as improved and left by the French, were buffered to retnain, but 
die ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works. 
In the front of the n.w. baflion was raifed another capable of mount¬ 
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the in¬ 
terval towards the former baflion behind, which this was intended 
to cover; it was from its fuperior flrength called the royal baflion. 
A demi baflion corefponding with the royal was raifed before the 
old n.e. baflion, that flood on the beach of thefea, which however 
the demi baflion did not entirely envelop ; for its right hand or eafl 
face extending in a line parallel to the fea, adjoined to the fhoulder 
angle of the nothern face of the old baflion, leaving this face free to fire 
forward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame 
width as the fpace between the eafl face of the demibaflion and the fea-: 
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to the weftward, the old bullion had two guns dear of the demi 
baffion, which fupplied the defence on this (ide by four guns m the 
flank and 7 in its northen face. The two new baftions commu- 
tcated with each other by a broad faufl'ebray that paffed along the 
foot of the old rampart and baftions ; this fauffibray was defended 
by a flout parapet feyen feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baftions. The ditch on this front was dry, becanie the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which iupplied 
the ditches to the weft and fouth ; but a Cuvette or trench town feet 
deep and 25 feet broad was'dug the whole length of the ditch, whicn 
before the fauftebray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety. 
The covered way of this front was broad and well palliiaded, and con¬ 
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of iS guns, 
9 in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was 
wanting to compleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. The 
weftern face had like wile its covered way palifnded, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the lafgeft. 
The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty 
yards of the furf, but fliips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any effe& ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur¬ 
tain, was a battery of thirteen guns ; fifty yards on the right of this 
battery was a platform of old {landing, with 14 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet: the original curtain. 


although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened; but a trench fix feet deep, and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before it; and a ditch with palifadoes was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this iide was from a 
fudden afiault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofs the furf; but always, and with eafe, by a body of 
men pafting on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre¬ 
mities; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and 
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into 
the furf. No buildings, excepting fheds, had been railed in the 
new ground taken in to the weft ward ; and in thofe of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient tor the fecurity of the 
garrifon. 

The firft appearance of any work done by the enemy had been difcern- 
cd in the morning of the 18th of December, when Tally’s regiment 
had compleated a breaft-work dole to tile fea, 580 yards from the 
covered way ; it was fheltered by houfes on the right, but open in 
front to a direct fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions : from 
this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 180 yards 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla- 
nade: here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work, 
and behind this battery on the right they raifed another for iix mor¬ 
tars, which they compleated- by the end of the month ; but the con- 
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns, 
which the regiment of Lorraiii had on their fide compleated at the 
opening of a'ftreet on the riling ground to the weftward, which 'en¬ 
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it; 
behind this battery were two mortaj-s .imprudently flickered by the 
rubbilh of houfes, which had been demolilhed for the purpoie. 
The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea. 
Tally’s battery. 

At break of ’day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be¬ 
gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Tally’s, which threw their Ihells in 
vollies ail together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fliot 
upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the-weft face of the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank 
of the old north-eaft baftion : this fuperiority in lejfs than an hour 
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw 
the other fourbut againft the mortars, either here or at Tally’s, 
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the fire of the defences could have little effeft, excepting by luck, fince 
they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and flrong 
parapet: this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the 
evening, during which time only So fhells had beeii thrown tiom 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the 
fort, where hood the government houfe, againft which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much 
miichief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings ; but not a fmgle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one inhered by the cannon {hot of the morning. 

As foon as the night clofed, leveral of the principal European 
women, with their children, were Pent away in three mafloolah 
boats, to refide under the protection of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re¬ 
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had fur- 
prized the fort of Sadrals, taken pofleffion of the town, and made 
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too 
late to recall the Maffoolahs. Another letter from Prefton, which 
came in the morning, gave information of an aft ion which he had 
fuftained the day before. 

The town of San Thome was become a poft of great confequence 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round moft parts of the town, with the river and the 
Englifh redoubt to the fouth, fee u red it from fur prize, Unlefs at¬ 
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the ftarion of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory 
of their convoys coming by land, and had likewife eftabliflied in it 
one of the holpitals of their camp : but the junftion of Mahomed 
Iftoof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
town an objeft of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it 
was only expofed to failles from the garrifon of Fort St. George ; 
and the body of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma¬ 
homed Ifloof at the mount on the 30th of December retreated im¬ 
mediately after the aftion to San Thome. The day after the ac- 
. tion Prefton received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was 
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftores and a ftrong 
efcort; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept 
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which is a village witli a pa¬ 
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thome, and one from 
the fea fhore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Kloof; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as 
confufion, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in fe- 
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Ill bo f con lifted of 3500 foot, 
5.00 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoft to the lea, with their front to¬ 
wards Sail Thome. Captain Prefton, with his diviiion, which con- 
fifted of 600 Sepoys, with 3 o Europeans, and two brafs three- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that, they intended to 
attack San Thome, encreafed the European infantry there to 500 
rank and file, and the European horfe to 150. Mr. Soupire command¬ 
ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched 
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 650 horfe 
and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before day they fell 
on the camp of Mahomed Moof, which had gained no warning of their 
approach. The furprize and confufion was fo great, that Mahomed 
IlToof himfelf elcaped at the back of his tent, and bis troops fled 
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted fifteen minutes with¬ 
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and font 
forward his piquets to difcover, who returned without perceiving 
any figns of troops to the fouth; at the fame time the croud of fu¬ 
gitives fhewed that the enemy were in poffeflion of Mahomed Kloof’s 
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much 
broken by the onfet, the action, the darknefs, and the interruptions 
fpread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them ; and 
marching with his whole dlvifion at the back of the village to the 
weft ward, came on the flank of Mahomed Kloof's camp, almoft as 
foon as his approach was difcovered; where the French troops, 
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were colie fling the pi un- 
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der; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before the fire 
of Prefton’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 
fcoured through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by the 
return of the beft of Mahomed IflbofPs Sepoys. Neverthelefs, 
fome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally; but, hav- . 
ihg no ftrong or colle&ed fire to return, they fell, the more they ven¬ 
tured to make refiftanee, and all at length broke in confufion ; but 
when at fome diflance the officers prevailed on them to flop, and 
they marched off in order. They had got poffeffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iffopf’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them 
off. Thirty-fix. of their Europeans were counted dead ; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. Of the Englifh troops 
in both actions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded ; of the 
Sepoys Co, and 1 21 ; but only three of the black cavalry, and 
five hories were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed IffooPs Sepoys were numbered ; 
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo- 
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves lafe before they 
got under the -guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifions, of 
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp ; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapett. 

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs disproportion. 
On the 4th a fmall {loop laden with flores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had 
every day pa fled between St. Thome and the black town. At day¬ 
break on the 6 th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’s 
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the fir ft, either fhot 
or fhell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in- 
terrupt their work. At lun-rife they commenced a regular canno¬ 
nade 


Book X« Siege of Fort St. George. 409 

nade and bombardment, which con lifted of feven guns and fix large 1759. 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a ho wit z, from the 
Lor rain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how¬ 
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lotrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad¬ 
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right 
of the other fix, and bore upon Tigot’s, the next baftion on the weft 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of (hot 
and (hells, was directed more againft the buildings than againft 
the works. The fort returned on Tally’s battery 11 guns from the 
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion. 

Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the weft: 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been neceflary to 
ufe them. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re¬ 
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was railed on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about 
400 yards' to the weft of Tally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen¬ 
dicular of the N. w. or fallent angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on 
the weft flank of the old N. E. baftion. The enemy’s cannon ftill 
continuing to point high, did little damage to the works, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, differed greatly by the fall of 
their (hells. At the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the 
month, the .three maftbolas which had been fent with the Eng- 
lifh women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 
pofleffion of Sadrafs had fuzed theft boats, laden them with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military (lores, and lent 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in 
each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the morn¬ 
ing when oppolite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen fail; 
a deep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with 
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the certainty of not being underftood, although overheard ; and hav¬ 
ing firft poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the 
fbhliers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
inftance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcaft race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme¬ 
diately the full value of the gunpowder and {lores. 

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
■Cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury¬ 
ing ground. In the afternoon they fet fire to awarehoule near the s. E« 
baftion, full of faltpetre and brimftone, which could not be extin- 
guifhed for feveral hours *, during which the enemy plied the {pot, 
where the black column of fmoke arofe, with {hells and plunging 
{hot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke; a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion. 
The enemy’s fhip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 
.{lores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
■days in working along the coaft from Alamparva, although the 
freight diftance is not 60 miles. 

The fame fire, but more frequent 011 both fuies, continued on the 
9th, the enemy’s mortars ftill againft: the buildings; but their cannon, 
which in the two preceding days had only filenced two guns, in this dif- 
abledor difmounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the 
ufual repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
lie nt angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’s 
battery, and guns were mounted in them; but Lally’s, neverthelefs, 
difmounted two guns 011 the demi-baftion the next day ; and on the 
nth all the five towards the land on the old n. e. baftion were dis¬ 
abled by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy 
like wife opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 
which they had railed near the Englifh bofpital, on the rifing ground 
fronting the center ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againft which, 
-however, it was not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baftion: 
it likewife bore upon part of the north-weft curtain towards Pigot’s, 
Not with {landing this battery flood at a much greater diftance from 
she fort, than any of the other three, it was more expofed than either 
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of them to a Tally ; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired, 1759- 
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the 
guns {piked, before fuccour could arrive from the neared of the “ 4 
enemy's quarters : aware of this they had carried on a trench, from 
the end of the dreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 
of the bridge, which eroded the ground fronting the battery, and 
a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give 
the alarm. They had likewife began a bread-work at the bar of 
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black people 
-and cattle, which were (heltered on the fpit of land at the foot of 
the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 
‘bread-work. 

Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were 
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whild it was dill 
dark : when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se¬ 
poys poded behind the unfimfhed parapet, which killed one and 
wounded two of the grenadiers ■; but, as the Sepoys immediately dis¬ 
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
through the coco-nut groves to the led, without meeting any other 
oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads Into the St. 

Thome road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brifkly, fired, and p 11 fir¬ 
ing on, received the difeharge of the gun loaded with grape, as weft 
as the mutketrv that fupported it, by which five of them were 
wounded, and lieutenant Robfon mortally : the red, neverthelefs, 
feized- the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
Ihelter in a houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, before they 
were didodged. It was yet lcareely twilight, and as the grenadiers, 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se¬ 
poys, who had been prying in the St, Thome road, difeovered another 
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•gim a little below the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous of the 
honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party of Se¬ 
poys only, which they effected without receiving any return to their 
fn-fl fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had 
come, and arrived in the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five 
European prifoners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallies had been made ; the 
one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery ; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig- 
.zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mufkets, without 
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning. 

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to di refit the 
ft refs of their attack again ft the two northern baffions, which dic¬ 
tated the neceffity of fecuring them with additional defences; ac¬ 
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion; a blind, or ram¬ 
part of earth, at 30 yards diftance. In the ditch before the N. e. 
baftion; and a falcine battery of fix guns, on the brand between 
Jthe eaft curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the fhoulder angle 
of this baft ion. Early the next morning, which was the 13 th, a fhell 
from the fort fet fire to fohae huts behind Tally’s battery, which 
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs : no fire paffed this day either from or againft the 
N. e. or demi baftions ; and no gun was difmounted in any part of 
the fort; but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in 
the zig zag, who were interrupted as much as poffible by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal haftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embrasures of the falient angle before thedemi-baftion ; in the night 
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head 
of their works, on a fmall party polled near this angle, under the co¬ 
ver of a boat, and wounded three of them, on which the reft re¬ 
tired into the covered way. 
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 1759. 
mo tars between Latly’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of 
b 0 rh f and concealed by the honfes between them, from the fight of 
liv: fort: their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: during 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered way, and of 
can;ion and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 21, befides their xi mortars as before: 
but Lally’s guns did all the mifehief to the works, demounting two 
mms in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their foot, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and di Amounted two guns on the lea-gate battery, two on the 
{Muting battery, and one on the s.e. or St. Thome baftion, in all 
elevenT the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
which the enemy, never the lei's, detached a picquet, which drove in. 
the party polled on the falient angle of the glacis-. 

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi¬ 
tion of two guns on Laity’* battery, which now fired with 12, all 
or pounders, to which the tort could only oppole tlie diredt 
fo e of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi 
baltions"; for the guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the 
fafeine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it 
was constantly necefl'ary to employ many men in reinltating the da¬ 
mages of the demi-baftion, a traverfe was raifed to preferve the guns in 
its flank from the infilading fire of Laity’s; and whillt this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which 
were open to the foot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day; 
fo that no-guns in this baftion were either fired againft, or demount¬ 
ed by that battery; which having the more to uie againft the other 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with- - 
draw the five guns in the falient angle of the glacis; and as the trenches - 
were now advanced within <0 yards, thefe embrafures.were filled up, 
and the earth leveled again to the general flope of the glacis.. 

At u at night a Tally was made from St. George’s or the weft ravelin/ 
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to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery; but 
the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acroft 
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the 
party back into the covered way. Another lally of 12 Europeans 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of enlign 
Barnes, again ft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, until 
a relief of 40 or 50 came up from the rear, who drove them back, and 
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barnes, with two of 
the foldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conflant fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen ; who, notwithstanding thefe interruptions, advanced the 
fap above 20 yards. 

Even the garrifon acknowledged the activity of the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain 
Prefton and Mahomed I if oof to approach, and interrupt their opera¬ 
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own. Re¬ 
treating after the action at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor 
on the 3d, where they found fome proviiions. Prefton’s divifion was 
unimpaired ; of Mahomed Iffoof’s, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se¬ 
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horie, had rejoined the reft of thole 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500 
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 300 horfe fromTanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies ; and all thefe troops refilled to march 
back from Chinglapett to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which 
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the 
prefent conjuncture of too much confequence to be neglected: and 
after feveral ineffectual meffages, the two commanders marched on 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapett. On expof- 
tulation, the cavalry in general, pleaded with much complaint, the 
lols, although owing to their own cowardice, of their baggage and 
effects at Trivambore, and little left than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the fervice, with the expe&ation of expofing their horfes 
againft Europeans, but were willing to a& in their ufuai modes; 
which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder; and to gratify their 
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wifhes, consented to march with them into the French diffrifls 
around Co nj ever am, in which they continued feveral days employed 
in plunder and ravage ; and no foelter g'rounds protected the cattle 
from the fearch of the coileries. On the 13th, Prefton thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march 
back from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs ; 
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured with 
fb much complacence to conciliate, coileries as well as cavalry, 
left him and eroded the Paliar. This fecond defertion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefton refolvecl not to a Sc with them any 
longer, even if they foould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
French army, rendered it impoflible for the infantry of both the 
Englifh commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con¬ 
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rifque 
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march toArcot, in order to col left 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait¬ 
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the province. 
Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives on the 
16th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might 
difpint the garrifon. 

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be¬ 
fore, diimounted three guns and a mortar. Ever iince the 
ninth of the month, two lhips had been feen oft £t. Thome, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to get 
to the northward, but were conftandy Hemmed by the cur¬ 
rent from gaining ground: but this evening they pailed the 
road, and joined the three other vefleis off the black town. 
They were the Expedition, laden with artiliey and Acres, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 1 ath of December ; and the Briftol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from 
Perfia, and was immediately laden with foot and foells for the 
camp. 

On the morning of the 1 Sth the enemy had compleated three 
more embrafures in Lally’s battery, which joining the former on the 
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left, reached almoft to the fluff, and being a little turned to the 
s.w. bore upon the north ravelin, which before night was much im¬ 
paired by them. Nevertheless, the general fire from the north was 
dimmifhed, for thefe riew embrafures in tally’s were iupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the 
four in "the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en¬ 
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up ; but tally’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the 
north ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern 
embrafures of the*.E, baftion unfit for fervice. A party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poft at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-pieces in barbet againft 
feme Sepoys pofted on the fpit of fand : their mortars continued firing 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, ftill againft the inftde of the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had buf¬ 
fered by the fire ; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwitliftanding a con- 
ftant fire of cannon and fmall arms, wherefoever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the 
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the furf; and being fo near, the governor iflued inftruftions to 
the officers of the different pofts, how to conduct themfelves 
and difpofe their parties in cafe they fhould affault the out¬ 
works. 

The next day, which was the r<jth, the enemy changed their two 
field-pieces to the louth for two eighteen-pounders, from which they 
fired fhot into the fort: in the forenoon their mufketry in the advanced 
or fecond crochet had fired fmartly upon the north , ravelin and the 
covered way; - their mortars continued inceftantlv through tho day, 
and fet fire to three buildings in different parts of the fort at once, 
but ceafed in the night: during which they only produced their third 
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the watermark of the 
fea, which was not more than 15 yards. The next day, which was 
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the 20th, they fifed none of the four guns on Lai ly’s battery, which 
bore on the north-eaft bnfticm ; but continued with the feven bearing 
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although 
more fparingly than ufual, but thofe in the buryihg-ground bat¬ 
tery with more vivacity : a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by (hells : five Europeans 
were killed; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few (hot or'(hells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in erecting a battery, which projected from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig¬ 
zag on the glacis. Two finall faliies were made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which only one European was 
killed. 

On the 21 ft the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
raniketry in their trenches fired brifldy on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col¬ 
lected for the conftru&ion of the intended battery : the fally was pre¬ 
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and (mall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within light and reach; 
and it was luppofed with much efferi ; two ferjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded ; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 
they had been driven, compleated their third zig-zag, which ex¬ 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
the left of the fiilient angle ; and not only began, but fmilhed their 
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third crochet, which extended to the right from the head of this 
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 
the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon flackened like- 
wife the enfulng day, which was the zzd, and efpecially from Lally’s 
battery, in which moft of the embrafures were blinded ; never¬ 
theless, the few employed were very effectual, for the repeated re¬ 
pairs, which had been made in the dem'i and north-eaft baftions, ren¬ 
dered the fubfrituted merlons fo weak that .they crumbled to every 
fhot : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a fhell, 
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 
wounded. In the night the enemy pufhed on the fap of the fourth 
zig-iag 20 yards be von d their third crochet, and having made a 
final ! return or flioulder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft 
was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
intermiffion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed 
to the fire of the flockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eafl fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this 
flockade the guard kept up a conflant fire of mufketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis ; 
and parties of grenadiers were fent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the flockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the lap 
advanced beyond it : cannon, mortars, and mufketry, were likewife 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not flop it, for the enemy" had en created the number both of 
their workmen .and guards ; they likewife finifhed their battery at the 
end of their third zig-zag, which Shouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
.guns : but it was fo ill con ft ruffed, that only one of the guns could 
be brought to bear upon the north ravelin, which it was in¬ 
tended to batter. The -Lorrain battery remained ciofed, but the 
hofpital, the burying-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as 
■before, continued a flackening fire, the ■cannon only in the day, but 
the mortars through the night likewife. The ammunition of both 
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began to wax: fcant, and they were waiting for more which had 
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How¬ 
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-fotir-pounder on the royal badion, 
and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of 
the ravelin ; in which a Ihot from Lally’s penetrated quite through 
the merlon: in the night, the enemy attempted to pufo their gabions 
clofe to the covered way of the n. e. falient angle, from whence 
pioneers were font to overfet them, who rolled fonae into the fea, 
and pulled others into the covered way; this conteft was maintained 
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotted fire 
>of mufketry, and of grape foot from the north-ead baftion, and the 
fafeine battery on the beach : feventy difeharges w r ere made out of one 
.of the guns : five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 
night and day, mod of whom differed in thefe attacks : one Sepoy 
was likewife killed, and fix wounded : on the 24th, a twenty-four 
pounder was difabled on the north-ead badion, of which the works 
had fcarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day : but fix of the embrafures in the north-rave]in 
were redored ; the other three dill remained unfit for forvice. 

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy confiding of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neared 
crochet to thedockade, from which the guard, which confided only 
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before the n. e. badion ; they were 
immediately fent back with the addition of a more refolute ferjeant 
and ten grenadiers ; but were fcarcely returned, when this ferjeant 
was foot dead, through the dockade ; on which the party dipped, 
waiting for directions ; and the officer commanding at the blind- 
recalled them; after which it was thought imprudent to make ano¬ 
ther attempt to recover the dockade, although capable of giving 
much annoyance to the enemy’s work. 

At night, a medenger from Tritchinopoly brought a letter 
from Captain Jofeph Smith with intelligence he had received 
from Angengo. The Prefidencv ten days before had received advices 
■from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived on the roth of 
December.at Bombay, where he found fix of the company’s foips 
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and two of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board; 
which were arrived there a few days before, having palled the Cape 
of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coafl of Coromandel; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s 
ihips with all the troops on board had failed under the convoy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31 ft : and the fpies which came in from 
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known there, 
and had determined Mr. Hally to make a general iaflaiilt on the fort 
this very night; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi¬ 
tants were Rationed and remained under arms at their refpe&ive polls 
-until the morning. 

The fire of the cannon, mulketry, and mortars, from the fort, al¬ 
though maintained conftnntly throughout the night, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaffc face 
of the covered way as far as the left of the ilockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the crefl of the glacis; but bad not time to 
extend the fap to the left along the front of the Ilockade towards the 
furf, nor even to compleat a proper lodgement in the return, the want 
of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered way ; 
but on the other tide of the falient angle they had railed gabions, and 
made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery. 

The night paffed without any alarms of the fuppofed aflault; and 
the enduing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all -forty lbldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi -baftion, was a 
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party 
palled, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right of the 
Ilockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s lap, from which 
their firli fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for fuccours ; 
during which the Englifh foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fome into the fea, others into the 
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covered way, and defrayed whatfoever implements they found: this 1759* 
attack 1 aided 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered, ‘ 
and were advancing in much fuperior numbers from the retrench¬ 
ment ; upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
others of the foldiers, with captain Black, who commanded the 
Tally, and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded. The enemy’s 
artillery bore raoft on the royal and demi baft ions ; their mortars- 
falling on the-works wounded many more than ufual. The total loft,, 
including that in the Tallies, was eight Europeans and three Sepoys 
killed, and 17 Europeans with 13 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s Tap being advanced to the eaft ftank of the covered 
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eaft face of the 
fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em- 
brafures in the north flank of the battery- before it had been ruined- 
by the enemy’s foot which had milled or flown over the N. e, baftioix- 
and fafeine battery; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious arch Unit- 
oceaftonally with folding doors; fo that, fhould the enemy ever make, 
a general affault on the ruined works to the north, a party lent at 
the fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through the gate with petards and this party might paft with¬ 
out much interruption ; for the falcine battery which barricaded the 
beach was nearly demoliflied. The whole of the working party, 
of the night was therefore allotted to .remedy thele defects, and be¬ 
fore morning they repaired the falcine battery, reftored the embrafures. 
of the-battery before the lea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate¬ 
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, which had been 
doled. Tn the fucceeding nights the workmen-began and continued 
the intended ditch with pallifadoes round the lea-gate battery, which 
had hitherto been deferred for fervices of more immediate neceffity. 

The enemy employed the night with equal diligence, and pufhed 
foe fap of their retrenchment from the iidient angle yo yards along 
the north face of the covered way, and widened the work in an 
excavation lufticient to contain cannon and a large detachment 
of troops : this work, with what was done the night before on 
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the other fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the covered 
way.* 

The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired molt 
of their {hot into the town ; and moil of their {hells, as in the pre¬ 
ceding night, into the works of the north front, by which a twenty- 
four pounder was demounted on the N. K. baftion, and the cafualties 
from the evening to the evening were five Seapoys and one European 
killed, and 1 r wounded, of whom were the lieutenants Lang, and 
Little who loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith- 
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences ; and no guards could any 
longer be kept at the falient angle they had inverted, but centries 
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the 
n.e. baftion, to obferve whether they were beginning any new 
works, but difcovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The 
enemy’s workmen remained very filent in their trenches through 
the night. 

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on 
the 28th, m order to furprize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the 
fouth of the bar: but marching too late were difcemed, and re¬ 
ceived the fire of the battery before they had crofted the bar, on which 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef¬ 
fectually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to reftify the erroneous con ft ruCtion of the embrafures, which were 
intended againft the right face of the north ravelin : they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fire ; but one of the guns 
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another, 
which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a fhot 
from the fort; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
entirely, but the mortars continued. At noon a party with many 
* yoke. 
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yoke of oxen affembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two 
guns there; but the firing of the fort foon made them remove the 
cattle out of reach. The cafualties from the preceding night to 
die evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed,, 
with ten European sand nine Sepoys wounded. 

During the night the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar; 
their workmen carried on a mining Hip from the left of the palmyra 
ftockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered 
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the 
counterfcarp of the ditch : they executed this work with fo much 
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after- 
noom when the fap was advanced as far as the fcarp, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high,, the earth of the covered 
way with the facing fell in, and difcovered them; feme grenadiers 
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole, 
which obliged the miners to flop, but they renewed their fap lower. 
Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours agahift the works. 
A nine-pounder was dil'abled on the n. w. ravelin by the fire from 
the hofpital ; and the embralures of Pi got* s baft ion, and of Law¬ 
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by {liells and 
foray foot; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor 
was there a fingle gun which bore dire£Uy upon them for the enemy 
had for foine days ceafed the 4 they opened on the yth of the month 
in this direction, which adjoined to the left fhoulder of the Larrain. 
battery. The cafualties from the evening to the evening were two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. In 
the enluing night the enemy threw many {hells into the town, and 
continued hard at work both in their covered fap and in railing a 
battery on the creft of the glacis, but with fo much filence, that 
the garriion could not difcover, what they were doing ; the working 
party of the fort were employed in refooring the right face of the 
north ravelin, and the fame fide of the caponiere leading to it acrofs 
the ditch. 

In the interval fince the defertion of the black troops at Couje- 
veram, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap- 
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36 men of the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of the garrifon ; 
but fhe had on board 37 cherts of iilver, and many military flares, 
amongrt them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largeft rtzes, ot 
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly expended- 
their rtock of thefe articles. The communication of letters was 
ealy and expeditious, after the fhip came to an anchor ; and, by tne 
governor’s order, {he threw out at day-break the eniigns of_ a mail 
of war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of 13 guns from the tort. 
At the fame time the enemy on fhore began to fire upon her with 
one gun from their negledlcd battery at the fecond crochet, and two 
from the breart-work to the fouth, near the bar ; all the three were 
twenty-four pounders ; and fbmetimes fent red-hot balls. At three 
in the afternoon, the Brirtol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked 
up again into the road; whilrt drawing nigh, boats with foldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like- 
■ wife been manned from the fhore, bore down at the fame time, and 
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her rtation, but 
being intercepted by the Brirtol furtained the engagement under fail 
for two hours, and then anchored, where directed, as near as tiie 
foundings would admit oppofite to the fouth-eart baftion. The 
other fhips anchored likewife, but far out in the offing, and never¬ 
theless continued firing until ni^ht. The rigging of the Shaftfbury 
was much damaged by the fire of fliips, and file received feveral fiiot 
through her hull from the fliore : but no one was wounded except 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Before 
10, the mafloolas of the garrifon landed the fick and the treafure; 
and it being fufperted that the enemy’s fhips might attempt to 
board the Shaftfbury with their boats, the governor fent optional 
orders, to captain Inglifs, either to efcape out of the road, maintain, 
his rtation, or run the fiiip alliore. The confidence was well placed, 
and Inglifs determined on the choice of danger. The next day, 
which was the firrt of February, fhe flood the fame fire from the 
fhore, fome from the Harlem, but none from the Brirtol, for this 
fifip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry;- and oil the- 2d, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in- the Offing ;. but 
the fire upon her from the fhore rtill continued. 
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The preparations of the enemy on fhore again ft the Shaftibury, 
flackened their fire again ft the fort on the 30th, the day ihe was dif- 
cerned. The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s battery, which 
bore upon the right face of the north ravelin, continued; the two 
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto 
been employed aga'mft the north*eaft baftion, likewife remained 
free; but the interpofition of their own work on the creft of the 
glacis precluded the ule of the two other embrafures againft this 
baftion, as well as of the four which had battered in breach the 
faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thole on 
the right, in order to batter towards the fhoulder. angle, that 
next the flank of this baftion, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to 
make the breach at the falient. angle, in which their fire had already 
almoft ruined the parapet. The fire of the burymg-ground battery,, 
with four gams, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, and. 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the. four guns in:the hofpital battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Lally’s 
battery which remained free againft the north-eaft baftion, they turned! 
againft the fhoulder merlon on the left of the faicine battery, railed, 
by the garrifon on the edge of the furf, of which all the four guns- 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left..Their 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them, 
likewife continued as before. Such was their fire at the dole of this - 
day; and. in thefe 24. hours one 18 pounder was difmounted by the- 
holpital. battery on Figot’s baftion, 1 European, with 3 Sepoys,, 
were killed, and 9 Europeas, with 2 Sepoys, wounded. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the enfuing night, and 
moftly againft the defences. They worked hard under ground from 
the palmyra blockade ; but, as before, without being difeovered : and 
the earth they threw up on the creft of the glacis likewife concealed 
there in tent ion 3 there, although the garrifon gave frequent alerts, 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the odcafion of a fuc— 
cefsful fally to explore their work ; but. the enemy here took 

ho- 



January, 



The War of Coromandel, Book X. 

i l> «i« fiiDoofed they were carrying on a covered lap 

l '° al j™the blind before the north-raft baftiqn, which threatened 
SltS, m^they could fpring, and to countered then 
Indention by meeting their work, the ganifon opened a lap from the 
ft of the ditch, and direded it acrofs and under the ground imme¬ 
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery towards their battery 
cm the creft of the glacis was likewife pufl'.ed on v.l... ,nucu 
diligence. The enfuing morning, the enemy at lunnie opened tour 
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the ngfet lrom the 
fummitof the falient angle: one of them pointed to the n. e. bullion, 
and all the four bore on the falient angle of the deim ; but they had 
raifed the embrafures fo high, that none of their (hot could ftr.ke 
the parapet, but all flew over the fort; fo that after five or 1.x 
rounds they ceafed firing, and cloied the embrafures in order to alter 
the level. Befides the guns which they opened and kept up againlt 
the Shaftfoury, their other batteries againft the fort continued 
through the day : the hofpital and burymg-ground, with all tneir 
(runs, but Daily's only with five, three of which were thole agamlt the 
north ravelin, and the other two, which Were the next to them, fired 
moftly againft the fafeine battery, where they diiabled two twelve 
pounders: a twenty-four pounder was likewile demounted on the 
royal baffion : the cafualties to the troops'were 4 Europeans killed, 
and q, witli 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the ganifon, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the 
falient angle, and the covered fap before the blind. 1 he enemy 
continued their fap likewife Bill undifoovered, and worked in alter¬ 
ing their breaching battery ; but when they opened it again the 
next morning with five guns, the Biot as heloie Hew over, and they 
were again obliged to dole the embrafures. 

February. This day was the firft of February: the fire of the two guns 
from the bar to the s. and the other to the N.,at the fecond crochet, 
continued a crofling fire againft the Shaftfbury with much aim, and 
fometimes with red-hot Biot, of which feveral went through the 
hull. The Harlem likewile fired and helped to ruin her rigging. 
The fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns, 
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and In the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them 1 759 • 
from the San Thome or fouth-eaft baftion, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot 
the governor was there ; he and two other men were {lightly wound¬ 
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of the fire on 
both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 
mortars were not fo frequent. The Cuddalore, a lchooner belong¬ 
ing to the company, which had lain fiome days at Paliacate where 
file had flopped feveral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road ; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, flood out again to lea. A twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the faluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thole who fuffered on the San 
Thome baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys,: 

Wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the fallent angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of tire workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had-been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their ftiot 
ft ill flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed 
again ifa an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-fhot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on 
ftiore; and theirs lei's frequent than in the preceding days. At 
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were diicerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles n.wj of the 
fort; and Icon after appeared the whole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Ifloof. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein¬ 
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until funfet.. 
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The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton.and Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof to march round, and take poffeffion of St. Thome, 
and from thence to come by the lea-fhore into the fort; or to pe¬ 
netrate wherever elfe they ffould fee an opening; the intention of 
this junchon was to concert meafures for a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher, 
and liable to interception. The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a felly of the united force from the fort; but Preffonb 
armv, after being fumiffed with money and four days proviiions, 
which the garnfon could Ipare, weie to match out and encamp 
abroad again; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
whilff the garrifon at the fame time fallied upon the enemy’s works. 
This project was fcarcely feafible; for the enemy, knowing the 
iundtion in tile fort, would be on ftridt guard in all their pofts. 
Preffon, altliougli he difapproved the Icheme, was as folicitous as 
the governor to carry it into execution; but the Poly gars had failed 
to fupply the proviiion of rice they had promifed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
detained them three days at Trimliwalh until the morning of the 
2tl; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thoms between 
the black town and the Mount, liotwithffandjtpg the whole body of 
:the enemy’s cavalry were lying in the way, at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in¬ 
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix held-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Buffy, and moff-of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Pref- 
ton’s force, who feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide of a 
long morafs formed by paddy fields, which interfecled the whole ex¬ 
tent of the plain from weft to eafh: 'the cavalry with Preffon, to avoid 
■the enemy’s cannonade, kept at .a diffance in the rear ; but the in¬ 
fantry drew up under the fhelter of hanks which continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. Lally made fevera -1 motions to intice 
them to crofs ; but they were not feduced : on which he took poll 
at three o’clock in a fpot of ground covered by hedges and trees, 
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and opened his cannon acrofs the morafs, although at the dlf- 1759- 

tance of iooo yards, which were anfwered by only fix three- jr^^ary 

pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both Tides, fired 

lbmetimes likewife with their fmall arras : but the horfe were never 

near each other. From the advantage of fituation, notwithftanding 

the dlfparity of the cannon, the lofs in PreJfon’s army did not 

much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and 

five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded; whereas the enemy 

left nine Europeans and thirteen liorfes dead on the plain. At fun- 

let they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. I.ally likewife remained 

with the detachment of infantry; and Prefton, for want of provi- 

fions, returned to Trimliwafh. 

In the night the enemy threw fewer fliells than ufual: from 
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the firfl day 
iince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. The pioneers of the garrifon continued the two mines ; - 
they who were at work under the blind difeovered no figns of the 
fap they fufpefted; but the miners, who were pulhing under the 
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the eaft face of the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they had relinquilhed fince it failed on the 23d. At day¬ 
break they fprung this mine on the infide of the covered way, 
through the counterfearp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu¬ 
vette; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag¬ 
ments of the brkk-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none ; neverthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only intent; for if it was meant to facilitate the 
defeent into the ditch, their approaches were not fufficiently for¬ 
ward to attempt this operation; fince the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three innermoft guns in the flank of the royal 
baftion, of which all the feven being covered on the 'flank by the 
oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
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enemy’s cannon, and none of their mortars had chanced to light 
among# them v To that all remained in perfect condition, and 
enemy, before they (pnurg tire mine, Ihould have raifed a battery 
i„ the fame direffiorr, on the creft of the g acts to take oft thele 
defences. Immediately after die, explofion, they began to hie from 
two embraces of their breaching battery in the fallent angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foou obliged them to dofe ; 
their other batteries likewife flackened, and their mortars #ill more.. 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low¬ 
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery; the garrhon 
helides- the repairs of the. demi-baftkm, again# which the greateft 
part of the enemy’s fire had been directed, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The cafualties of the day and night, beiides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were, only one Sepoy killed, 

and one wounded. . .. 

" At day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching 

battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the fir# time fired from all 
the Six embrafures, which, al though 1 o meth in glo we 1 e d , 1 11 11 1 e-mained- 
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftion-s, and the e no fa¬ 
vour neceflary to reduce them- even, to this level retarded the repeti¬ 
tions of their fire. The two embrafures in the left of the battery bore 
011 the north-eaft, the other four on the demi-baftion. i he n. e. 
returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ; fot the 
embrafures were doled, in order to let the. workmen thicken the. 


parapet within ; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four 
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon w hich not a 
gun in the breaching battery againft which they fired,.nor from any 
other, could bear; and the gunners, fenfible of then fecuhty, fired 
with deliberate aim, whilft the three guns on the n. e. baftion couth 
nued hotly on their oppofites, and' both together obliged the enemy 
in lets than an hour to withdraw their guns,, and clofe the em¬ 
brafures ; nor did- they attempt to open them again during the reft' 
of the day. At feven the gallery carrying on towards this battery, 
having been puftied'to the banquet of tire covered way fell in at the 
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end there, and ths light came in ; but the.miners flopped, the hole 
fo fbon, that the enemy did not di fcover the mifchance. The gal¬ 
lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from hence a return 
made to the right, from which it was again continued ft might for¬ 
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in-order to replace others, 
which had been difabled in the north front of the attack ; they 
however fubftituted a fix-pounder to check any Tally from, the fort. 
The ceffation of this fire to the fourth releafed the Shaftefbury from the 
greateft moleflation fhe had endured, by which feveral o'f her men 
iiad been killed and wounded, her hull fhorthrough "in many places, 
and all her mam and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, fhe had moved from her flat ion under the guns of the 
s. E. or San Thome bullion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppoiite to the fea-gate. The French fhips continued at their 
anchors out of gun-/hot ^ fo that all the annoyance which fhe re¬ 
ceived through the day was a ihot now and then from the fingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. A gain ft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the liofpital battery with lefs 
frequency: all the enemy’s firfl-rate bombs were expended, and 
molt of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few fihells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a lloop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a fupply of flores. 
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of mulketry upon 
the covered way, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafualties of the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on. the demi-baflion. 

Early in the morning of the yth, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three final]er vefiels, got under fail from their ftation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall floop, and Hand¬ 
ing to the ibuthward were out of fight before the evening. The 
caufe of their fudden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral ffiips of force had been ieen off Negapatam. At fun- 
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rife the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe It again by the fame 
fire as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig- 
nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Iffoof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwaifh; they had before ceprefented the neceffity of re¬ 
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ftores 
from Chinglapett, provifions from the country, and money from 
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the 
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort; but, left it 
fhould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro¬ 
pean horfe, with captain Vaflerot, each carrying a thouiand pa¬ 
godas, who crofted the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Cbindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a 
large fire. The fire of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufual 
in the day, their ftiells very few, and little mufketry In the night, 
Neverthelefs the cafualdes until the morning of the 6th, were 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro¬ 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded. 

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th; nor 
had they repaired the damages it had fuftained ; but in Tally’s, of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
fures appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice ; but 
fo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hofpital, to 
furnifh the embrafures at Tally’s, which, however, they did not 
open until the next day; fo that their fire this day was from fewer 
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting only of the 
tour guns at the burying ground, and two in the Torrain battery ; 
but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftablifihed 
at the fecond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as the 
black, were obferved filing off to the Choultry Plain ; and Sepoys* 
with guns and tumbrils* were feen marching that way from the 
black town. The night pafled without fkirmifh, for the enemy 
were not heard at work on the creft of the glacis ; but their mortars 
1 continued*. 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were huit. 

In the morning' of the ~th the enemy began to fire, as was ex- 
pefted, from Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embrafures 
and with a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and 
north-eaft bullions, which together returned fix guns: the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night; 
during which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rifon : two guns were difabled on the north-eall balfion ; two Eu¬ 
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded. 

Not with handing the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy's fire had by this time rent the falient angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery 
officers to give their opinion on the feafibihty of floiming this 
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs 5 but the officers consider¬ 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de- 
fcent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide, 
and-the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was 
eafy, and that the defcent into the ditch and paffage acrofs it had 
been rendered very praaicable by the mine they had fprung in the 
covered way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a Efficient fpace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette,, and 
having hitherto received no damage muff be torn down by hand, 
before the troops could gam the foot of the breach j who dining 
the defcent into the ditch would be expofed, without the cover of a 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of the north-eafl baftion 
and of mufketry from the blind before it; to fix guns in the 
curving flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms 
from the caponiere which led acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin ; 
and the havock. of thefe two fires would continue without the leaf! 
refiftance or interruption upon the troops whilft aflaulting the 
breach itfelf,. From thefe circumftances the officers declared the 

breach,. 


435 

*759- 

February. 


4 3 6 

February. 


"The War of CoaoMAKDEt. Book X. 

breach, although prafticable, inacceflible; but added, what they 
were not alked, that front a companion of the forces, the proi'e- 
cution of works to quell the fire of the place would only facrifice 
the lives of many men without the leaf! probability of fuccefs. 

The only variation in the attack during the 8 th, was the addition 
of one gun on Lally's, which now fired with five. lie force with 
which the enemy intended to oppole the army at the mount had 
collected in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Eraiore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon 
the Briftol anchored off St. Thome returning with fibres from Pon¬ 
dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have brought 
-a fupply of large fhells, the governor propoled that the Shaftfibnry, 
reinforced with forty fioldiers from the fihore, fhould attack her. 
Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity; but his 
mails were lb much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could let a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars, 
pafied between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-call 
■baflion had been carried far enough toward the lea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a di refit ion 
forward towards- the palmyra palliiado, of which the enemy were 
in polled!on, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting 
again ft the eaft face of the covered way. Two exploftoiis of powder 
had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of* fhells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two Europeans and one Sepoy wounded ; but no gun 
was diftnounted. 

In the three laft days, information had been received from Captain 
Prefton, that Major CalHaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the fouth ; and thefe were the firft advices concerning him, 
which had reached either Prefton or the garrilon fince his departure 
toTanjore; for every letter which he had-written palling through the 
enemy’s country, lhad been either intercepted by them, or carried far 
-away by the meflengers. A variety of untoward incidents had pro- 
trafited the execution of his commiffion. He embarked at nine in 
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the morning on the iff of December in a common maffoolah, which 1 759 - 
had only fix rowers and the ffeerfman.; he was accompanied by Mr. 

Bofwell the furgeon, as his interpreter, and one iervant. In a 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in 
which they could not Blow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars ;: 
neverthelefs. the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by- 
9 o’clock the fecond "night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one Hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhauffed,' that no entreaties could prevent them 
‘ from putting affiore ; and they grounded on the Brand within half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and iome 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice- they were preierved by the con¬ 
tinuance of the Bonn, and before day-break put to fea again ; but 
the boatmen would mot venture over the. larger and outer furf, and 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon, 
when they landed at Tranqueban The rains had overflowed the 
rivers, which remained impafliible until the 12 th. On the 14th- 
Cailiaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles, from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weather. On the 17th 
he reached the. city. 

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely prefled by Captain 
Jpfeph Smith to furuifh the 1000 horfe requeBed of him by the 
prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country 
- had lately fuffered from the French army, and -demanded 200,000 
rupees beforehand; at length he.more plainly faid, that he thought- 
the Engliffi did not cate what befell the territory of their allies,. 
provided they , could defend their own : but as he could not alledge 
this indifferente to himfelf when attacked by the French ; he cited 
the unconcern with which they had- fuffered the French to take 
every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot, 
without making any efforts to protect them ; although he knew that 
the prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing 
their own revenues. 

Major Cailiaud found the king in the fame temper, fo pre-. 
poflefied of. the decline of the Englhh fortune, that he neglected the 
1 . ufual - 
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ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and in (lead of a 
hoafe, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference, 
the king faid he had fufficiently expofed himfelf to the re- 
featment of the French, if Madrafs fhould fall, by the affiftance 
he had already Cent with Mahomed Iffoof, which were 300 
horfe ; but not paid by himfelf: nevertheless he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Call laud would difcharge their arrears: Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hofhges whom the king had detained ; but the king refufed, and 
let them depart on the 19th, as it were, in his light. Never- 
thelefs, the horfe were fo neceffary that Caillaud determined not to 
take offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
moft confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto t ran failed 
the greateft part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province: 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be 
ready in four days, if the money were paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but 
propofed to furnifh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged 
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another fhop 
of Buccangee 1 s houfe eftablifhed there : he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 20th, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this fhort but 
tempeduous paflage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame 
time Seid Muftoon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi- 
nopoly, and expedited to be met, as ufual, upon the road ; but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing hut 
the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englifh government 
to expoie the prince of their alliance to fuch rifques and diftreffes ; 
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and either from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior In i;59' 
dirt refs, or from his dread of the French, if they fhould prove p^bniaiy, 
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the 
city, or to pay him a viiit without the walls: nor heeded the re- 
prefen rations of Cal hand endeavouring to correft Ins contumacy. 

The news likewife frightened the fhroffatTritchinopoly fo mucli, that 
he retraced his promile, and refufed to fupply money upon any terms. 

However, 50 of the horfe were aflembled at Condore on the bank of 
the Coleroon, 1 o miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the ref: to follow, went thither likewife. The next 
day, which was the 23th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which 
lie had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, palled by 
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the if: of January he received 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the prelidency to defray the expences of the garrifon of Trit- 
chinopoly: but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king fent out no more horfe. On the 5th, major Calliaud vi- 
iited the Nabob at Aimapettah , and accompanied him to Pondi , a 
village 7 miles from Taojore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them the two ficceeding- days, during which major Cal¬ 
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by die 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed; and the king vifited the Nabob 
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 

Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter¬ 
ritory, and at his earned: requef, judicioufly put himfelf at the head 
of the efcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly: they arrived 
there on the 10th, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore ; 
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firlT party ; his letters 
and meflages, for he refolved not to yifit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country; and on his 
departure exprefled, intending it fhould be conveyed, the 11 tmoft indig¬ 
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to 
Vox.* II. L1L improve 


440 

Febjuary. 


The War of Coromandel. isook a. 

improve any advantageous change which might happen in his difpo- 
fi t £n and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent 
out the remainder of the horie with fcribes to dear their accounts; 
on which Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they crofled the Coleroon the next day, 
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a fort belonging to the 
Arielore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above 
Condore. Here be propofed that they fhould proeeed 10 miles far¬ 
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the 25th, 
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village ftill in the 
diflridts of Arielore ; where they were joined by three companies of 
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived and halted the next 
day at Volcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar: here the boife 
refufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the 
king had promifed, and failed to fend* They were however fa- 
tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requeued ^ another 
day’s halt in expectation of fome of their neceflaries which were 
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the aj 1 ft they marched fiom 
Thiagar tQ Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards., I he kilhdar 
Kiflnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Ifioof, 
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar : but none ap¬ 
peared. On the 1 ft of February, Calliaud with his own troops 
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporana. The partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppofe 
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their . force, 
went off the fame day to Gingee. The want of provilions detained 
Calliaud’s party at Villaporum until the 4th ; and on the 7th at 
noon they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horfe fo much fa¬ 
tigued, for the march was feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could proceed no farther ; on which Calliaud left them there to 
refrefh, and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where 
he arrived at feven that night ; and as the elder officer took the 
command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Iffoof’s, and 
Abdulwahab’s* 
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The mount is a craggy rock, of which the bale is oblong from 
eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that 
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 150 feet, and lias at 
the top a fmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of 
a much more antient ftructure, dedicated by the ancient cliriftians of 
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom the prefect er- 
roneoufly fuppofe to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fleps leading 
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf 
begins to round to the north. A village of country-houfes, built by 
the Englifh, extends from the foot of the mount about 600 yards 
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of houfes fituated in gardens 
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a pleafant 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this lide as on the 
other, where they fkirt the lane, are on a ftrait line. The enclofure 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden■ houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and, 
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the 
lane ; the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all inclofed 
with walls, but fome with banks and hedges ; all however capable 
of fome defence. The laft incldfure in this row, which from its 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projedted 50 yards farther out 
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the fouth, direftly oppoiite to Carvalho’s, flood 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees furrounding- 
a fmall brick building, which had once contained a fwamy, or 
idol. This ftation flanked the ground before the front row of in- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftreight line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the 
fteps leading to the fummit of the mount. On the right hand of 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of the mount: 
contiguous to the path-on the right, and within piftol-fhot of the 
fteps, was a houie which looked upon the outlet to the north ; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com- 
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mmded obliquely the opening of the path from the fouth : a fpa- 
cious gateway at the bottom of the flops fronted the lane between. 

The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left 
at Chiiwhpett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys ; but the Eu¬ 
ropeans were only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 10 
with Valle rot, troopers; the other 80 were mnlketry, including 
officers ; the artillery were fix three-pounders. Of the Sepoys, thofe 
from tli£ garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Hoofs, 
might be relied on; but little dependance.could be placed 011 the reft, 
and le£s on the cavalry. In this conviction, Calliaud determined to 
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the 
mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
behind the fecond row of incloliires, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy fhould get 
polieffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might loon penetrate into: 
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the 
firft row, attacked from this hi the rear, and in front by another di- 
vifion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long, 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Caravalho’s garden as the 
decifive poll, and ftationed in it 60 of the European mnlketry with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field-pieces, with the 20 
other European- firelocks, and 300 Sepoys,were polled at the fwamy- 
houfe ; the inlets of this poll were barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud-houles were lowered to parapets lor the mnlketry, and 
where neceflhiy Hill lower for the field-pieces, but time and 
means were wanting to inclofe them either with a ditch or palli- 
lades. Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens 
of the front row facing the fouth, but the greateflpart in Lawrence’s 
to the call, and a communication was prepared between all thefe 
enclofures by openings in the walls- of reparation. The remaining, 
500 Sepoys were ftationed to defend the Inlets to the upper end of 
the lane, at the foot of the mount; tome in die two houles* there,, 
others on the Heps, others at the gate,, and others in different parts 
of the rock Ltfelf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north 
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fide of the mount, and were ordered to hold themfelves in readme fs 
to a£t as occafton fhould require. 

With the dawn of the next day, which was the 9th, the enemy 
were difcerned approaching in two large bodies. The one cou- 
filling of 1200 Sepoys, and 500 black horfe, advanced from the 
Marmelong, or San Thome river, towards the eaft end of the village, 
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per¬ 
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth.. This body 
coniifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry, 
and 600 European infantry : the cavalry was in the center in 
two ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the huflars 
on the left. The infantry were equally divided on each fide of the 
cavalry, and both divilions had two field-pieces on each of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the 
other four, fix-pounders. The whole was commanded by a relation 
of Mr.. Lolly’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel. The 
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
garden walls ; they were crowded, according to their cuflom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefented hirafelf with feeming 
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf- 
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before 
their infantry; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own 
fhould wait until they came in a line with the flank tire of the field- 
pieces at the fwamy houfe : but when they were within moo yards,, 
where the ground began to take an- afeenr towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely perceptible in a lefs fpace, the whole body of the 
black cavalry with.Calliaud let off foam pering, fh outing, and flourifhing 
their fabres.. The French cavalry came on to meet them at a round 
trot; but halting fuddenly, the firft rank difeharged their carbines,, 
by which four or five horfes, and.as many men, were brought to the 
ground, on which.the whole, excepting Calliaud arid the 10 troopers, 
went off at once, fome efcaping along the fide of the mount to their 
right,, but others turning, prefled into the path in their rear, which led 
into the head of the lane at the foot of the freps, and pufhed acrofs it 
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by the other outlet, to the plain on the north of the mount. The 
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came withm 
reach of the flank fire of the field-pieces at the fwamy houfe, which 
falling aniongiV the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 
to check aiid turn back; but the huilars on the left, not feeling fo 
much of this annoyance, pufhed on, and purfued the fugitives through 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they■immediately 
fell under the fire of the 500 fepoys polled in the different ftations 
in that part of the mount and in the two houies, which cliove them 
with as much precipitation as -thofe they were purfuing, through 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round th© 
mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparnted, 
in the plain to the louth. Calliaud, with the troopeis, ictrcated to 
the inclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re¬ 
ceived a ball in the breaft, fell under him at tiie gate. As loon as 
the Huflars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 
the fame order as before, and halted at the diftance of 600 yards; 
the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy houfe; 
the other on the left, over again ft the laft inclofures at the foot of 
the mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions lent 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a hrifk and 
indiferiminate cannonade againft the garden walls, and the poft at the 
fwamy' houfe, which was anfwered with effedt only by the two 
field-pieces at this poft ; for the fire of the fepoys, even here as well 
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and nevefthekfs could not be 
reftrained. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eaft halted 
behind a ridge, which extended at the diftance of '400 yards, op¬ 
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againft which their fepoys kept up a 
conftant and ufelefs fire of mufketry, which neverthclefs was often 
anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden. 

Colonel Lally feeing no effect from his field-pieces againft the 
garden-walls to the fouth, and the danger of ftorming them, 
before the advanced poft at the fwamy houfe was carried, de¬ 
tached at nine o’clock too Europeans .from the divifion of infan¬ 
try on the right, to attack it at the pufh of bayonet; but the five 
7 of 
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of the two field-pieces, and the mufketry there, met them fo hotly, 
that they broke within 30.yards of the poll:, and retreated with pre¬ 
cipitation to their divifion, which on this repulfe recurred again 
to their field-pieces. Cal Hand, neverthelefs, was convinced that 
the poll would be foon attacked again, and could not be main¬ 
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 
pieces. At ten the enemy feat a ftronger detachment to make ano¬ 
ther attack, who were beat off as the firft; and half an hour after, 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifipn, who were like wile 
re pulled ; but thcl'c l'ucceffes had fo much elated the defenders, that 
all the iepoys, with raoft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, ruffed out to purffe the detachment; who, as if 
by defig a, retreated faff, and led them 300 yards into the plain : 
two troops of horle, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in¬ 
fantry, chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu¬ 
ropeans of the divifion to the right; and feeing the advantage, fet 
off at full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purfuers, before 
they had time to form in proper order to refill the ffock. All were 
in an inftant fcattered, and many were cut down, before they reached, 
the l’wamy houfe; when, although lafe, they did not think them- 
felves fo, but leaving the field-piece, ran out on the other fide to gain the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which flood open before them ; but before 
they got there, the troopers galloping round the eaft fide of the poll, fell 
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
by a ftroug fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iffoof feeing the 
dilafter had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for feveral fell,, 
deprived the cavalry likewife of the recolledlion to return, and take 
ffelter behind the cover at the fwamy houfe ; but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s gar¬ 
den, where Caillaud feeing them coming, met them with the fire of 
the 4 field-pieces in this poll: but the gunners having hitherto only 
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape ffot, which great¬ 
ly diminiffed the execution ; for the cavalry palled within 30 yards 
of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the north eaft, un¬ 
til out of reach, when they turned in the rear of their Sepoys be¬ 
hind 
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hind the ridge. However Tome of them fell; but all the lofs they 
had fbftferdd was much lefs than the havock they had made ; for 
they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but moftly 

Sepoys. 

The right divifion of the enemy’s infantry with their held-pieces im¬ 
mediately took poffefiion of thedelertedpoft; their left likewise advanc¬ 
ed lomething nearer the inclofures on their fide,' and both began a hot 
cannonade againftthe garden walls, wliich being flight, hut ot brick, 
were eafily perforated. The Sepoys within took flicker beliind the 
hou.ies, ready to man the walls on a cloier attack , hut eiter and anon, 
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed ; and 
thefecafualties, although few, dilpirited many, who took every oppor¬ 
tunity to quit their flations, and fleal into the back enclofures, from 
whence they elcaped round the mount, and haflened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not mere than a hundred had returned 
f nee the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between.themfelves and the enemy’s fhot. At noon a party was 
difeerned advancing from the San Thome river, with a piece of 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun¬ 
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random fliot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
■ unyoke the refiive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
enrs alone dragged the gun : hut when arrived at the ridge, where 
,-the Sepoys had taken pofl, it could not be made ufe of behind it; 
and whilft they were drawing it farther forward into the plain, fe¬ 
veral fliot which took place amongfl them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper flation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank ; it was oppoied as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach io far, and 
i feveral of the men ferving them were killed by the fhot, and wounded by 
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hotter than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the clivi- 
fion on the left, as the fwamy houfe, with the appearance of af- 
fault, but only to draw the unneceflary fire of the Sepoy*, which 
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always iucceeded ; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, 
for even the beft who remained could not be reft rained from firing 
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perfeverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife 
to diminifti it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at fun let it 
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and foon after drew off 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward : the eighteen-pounder 
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they fufpefited to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft 
before received information, that the mulket ammunition was ex¬ 
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
Ihot, left for each of the field pieces; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if prefled by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had crofted the river of San Thome, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
return of the fpies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they, arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had run away with 
fo much hurry, that they reached Chinglapett before noon. To rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not inti rely deferred, were likewiie afiembled. 
Of the Europeans, feven were killed dead, and 13 wounded. It was not 
fo eafy to afeertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys; but by the reports 
of thofe who held out through the adtion, it was computed that fifty 
were killed on thefpot, and about 150 were brought away wounded. 
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to he 50 Eu¬ 
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavalry. The firing of the 
a£lion was heard in the fort, and leveral parties at different times of 
the day were feen going towards the mount, and not a few palankins 
and doolies returning from it with the wounded. 

Notwitbftanding the draughts which had been made for this at¬ 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
might have been expected, although not fo frequent as the day be- 

Vol. II. .M m m fore, 


1 


448 

J 759- 

'-y- > 

February. 


The War of Coromandee. Book X. 

fore, but both their fhot and fhells were dii-efted again ft the build¬ 
ings. The Shaftefbury was not ready to weigh'and bear down upon 
the Briftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thome, before the night 
clofed, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which 
could be aftembled in unloading her ftores, and for more difpatch 
put a part of them on board of the (loop which was in the road 
when fhe arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
pafted and anchored near her; neverthelefs ftie had not difcharged 
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftefbury fet fail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pofts to the fouthward 
of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off fome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga¬ 
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppolition. The ene- 
mv’s mortars continued fparingly through the night, but as in the 
day again ft the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours; but the numbers of the garriion were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and licknefs, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to 
furnifli a proportion to the guards of the different pofts. 

The next day, which was the 10th, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet: the guns at Lally’s fired imartly, but moft of 
the fhot from hence, as well as the /hells from all the three mor¬ 
tars, were, as the day before, diredted againft the buildings, which 
were much rent and fhattered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the 
faicine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was in¬ 
tended to fweep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach 
under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and flops the 
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day com pleated : it had been pufhed 90 feet from the coun¬ 
ter-fcarp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach¬ 
ing 
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mg battery, when a fhort return was made on each hand from the 
end, and in a chamber at the end of each return was laid a box, 
containing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciflons were 
fixed. The gallery before the blind was Efficiently advanced to¬ 
wards the fea-fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the 
outfide of the eaB face of the covered way, parallel to which it was 
intended to prolong the branch to the north, in order to cfifcover 
and meet the enemy if working under ground in this part. In the 
morning the Cuddaiore floop belonging to the Company returned 
iuto the road, which ihe had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regaining the difhmce fhe had failed in one : orders were im¬ 
mediately lent off to her by a catamaran ; in confequence of which 
Ihe bore down into the road of St. Thome, and attacked the two 
Imall veffels lying there, winch had not yet landed all the Bores 
they had received from the Briftol. The veffels, after receiving a 
few fhot, weighed and ran dole'to the, furf, within ioo- yards of the- 
ihore; the Cuddaiore followed them as near as fhe could, when a 
party of mufketrv, with two field-pieces, came to the Brand, and' 
began to fire on her ; by which the crew, who were all Lafcars, 
were fo much frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed'on to 
Band the deck : the mailer, therefore, bore away, and in the even¬ 
ing anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and night 
wounded two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24 pounder 
on the demi bafiion. 

On the nth the enemy’s fire continued from the fame cannon 
and mortars as tire day before, but more brifkly. The Cuddaiore 
iloop bore down again in the morning upon the two veflels in the 
road of St. Thome, and was again beat off by the fame fire from the 
ffiore. The outward embrafure of the fafeine battery in the furf 
r\as compleated, and palhfadoes Baked in front of it 1 a range of 
trees.were laid before the pa II dadoes, and others along the Ihoulder 
of the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the day and night 
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and" 
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cue Sepoy wounded ; a twenty-four pounder was disabled on the 

^TheWnetive continued on the 12th, but with i^reeffed, disabling 
fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet of the n, e. haft ton 
had been battered away; and fo much of the body of the baft jotf itfelf 
crumbled, that the putfide of the gabions and fand-bags, which had 
.been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the infide of the original parapet; and in 
the afternoon of this day a fhot from; a twenty-four pounder on 
Lally’s battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a cen- 
tinel in the baftion ; four other Europeans and one Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 hours. 

At three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s 
-trenches, coniifting of 50 coffrees, advanced along the fea-lide from 
the ftockade, of which they were in pofleflion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the fafeine battery. They were led by a feijeant 
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commiftion if the at¬ 
tempt fucceeded. The party was difeovered when within 30 yards 
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the pufli, 
and in this fbort interval received two rounds of grape-fhot from the 
,embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into 
fuch cenfufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
dead, and the feijeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums 'beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to 
their feveral polls : and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
,and returned by the enemy fr@m the trenches, for fome time after 
the party was repulfed. The feijeant crawled into the covered way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten¬ 
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed bring 
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the numbers 
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces; but the five in Lally’s 
fired very brifkly: their three mortars continued as before through 
the day, but very fparingly during the night, which gave fufpicion 
that they were bufy at work in their trendies, and before day-light 

at 
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at three o’clock in the morning, it was difcovered that they had ad- 
v-mced Tome gabions on the edge of the beyond the Palmyra ftoc¬ 
kade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon ag 
the fafcine battery, or to advance by traverles under cover of the 
tach which was deep, «h» attack the covered way and tire 
fafcine battery together : a ftrong fire was kept up from the faicine 
battery upon'the ftockade, and the gabions they had advanced until 
the morning- In thefe 24 hours no guns were Amounted m the 
ftrt, bnt three Europeans were killed, and tonr, with one Sepoy, 
wounded. The mine under the enemy’s battery at the Mien angle 
of the covered way was compleatly ftopt op before noon ; and th 0 
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued 

counterfearp in readinefs to make the explohom 

It being difcovered at day-break of the . *th, that the enemy had 
renewed their gabions beyond the ftockade, a My was made open 
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 15 men went along the coveted 
way till they came upon the flank of the ftockade 4 ° men with 
Zl captain! advanced diredly in front of it along the glams fol¬ 
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without a m. The two 
parties attacked at the fame lnftant, and their ir ue me « 
enemy from the ftockade, and continued tiring forwards from it on 
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal the 
demi, and N. e. baftion, plyed the trendies with grape (hot, and all 
together deterred the enemy from venturing out ot them, which 
gave the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and 
to fpread and level the earth they contained. After which, 
whole detachment returned unmolefted into the covered way, 
having only two men (lightly wounded. T he enemy s fire con¬ 
tinued as the day before, bnt they threw very few flrells in the night 
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions winch had 
been overfet in the morning, and endeavoured to compleat the na¬ 
vel* from them towards the furf; but the fire of a ttvelve-pounder 
from the fafcine battery, and the, (hells from the deitll baftion, con¬ 
tinually interrupted their work. In tile evening t le 1 [gent an 
a (loop with ftores from Pondicherry anchored in the road^ofja . 
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Thome; and on their appearance 15 failors which had been taken 
out of the Shaftfbury to ferve in the garrifon, with 30 more Eu¬ 
ropeans, were fent on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe veflels. The decks of the Shaftfbury being 
lumbered with goods, fhe did not get under fail until 11 o’clock at 
night, and was too foon difcovered by the two veffels, which immedi¬ 
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the fouth- 
ward to be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and 
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt, A twenty-four pounder 
on the demi baft ion was fplit in the muzzle by one of the enemy’s 
fhot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party of 
foldiers, with an officer, had been difeerned from the ffeeple de- 
molifhing the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the afternoon of this 
day they fet fire to the village of Chipauk which flood at the back 
of the garden, between the bar of the rivet and the village of Trip- 
licane. 

The next day, which was the 15th, the enemy’s fire was very 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in JLally’s, four at the burying- 
ground, and two in the Lorrain battery ; but it decreafed in the 
afternoon, and at 5 o’clock they only fired from three in Lilly’s, 
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the 
Lorrain battery: the fire of their mortars Jikewiie flackened. Several 
camels and many coolies were feen palling from St. Thome acrofs 
Egmore plain to the Black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am- 
muntion ; but a much greater number of coolies with all kinds of 
burthens palled from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the 
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fuper- 
fluou.s flores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had°de- 
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few fhells, and con¬ 
tinued very quiet in their trenches during the night; but the garrifon. 
fufpefting that they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea- 
fide, kept up a finart fire from the fafeine battery upon the head of 
their fap until 2 o’clock in the morning, when the moon gave fuf- 
ficient light to difeover that they were doing nothing there; on 
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which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in 1759. 
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fome days had 
only been ufed as a lodgement for mufketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifh at the foot of the 
demi baftion, which had been beat down by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which was however compleated by a party of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s 
fliot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one 
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and: 
lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fhot. Two 
letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the 1 ith 
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Ching- 
lapett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of furprizing 
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in poffeffion ; 
and requefting that money and ammunition might be fent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore (loop was immediately 
dilpatched with 300 three-pound fhot, and 20,000 pagodas in money. 

This fum compleated 70,000, which had been fent out of the fort, 
fince inverted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re¬ 
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal ; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals collected within the 
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfwered 
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different were the 
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern¬ 
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their diff 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although tlielr own ; and from violence and miff 
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotali, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con¬ 
sumption of the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, where the 
pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks in arrear, and 
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45 ,L. their other neceffities equally ill Applied ; who nevertheless, not- 
withstanding the difcontented difcourfes of their officers, M more 

February. difhonoura ble becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in their 
duty with unremitting {pint and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feems to 
have refpeded their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the fame 
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmoft contempt 
and feverity, which they now revenged, juft as their Header fervices 
became moft important, by threatening to leave the army, if they 
were not immediately paid ; and fpreadmg their example by their 
correfpondence, 500, who had been polled with a few Europeans in 
the fort of Tripaftore, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they find, to colledt their 
arrears. The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the 
provifions which the army received, came by Tripaflore, and might 
be eafily diverted by thele malecontents. Few refrained from de¬ 
claring that the fiege ought to be immediately railed ; but A Jr. Lally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterprise, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general 
affault, and talked as if the hour was not tar diftant. 

The next morning, which was the 16th, the enemy s cannon, 
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought 
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a Hoop, which had juft anchored 
there, had fpoke on the 9th of the month la the lat. of 14 0 , with the 
fhips from Bombay, from which the Shaftfbury had feparated; and 
that they had been feen on the 12th oft' Duralapatam, 100 miles to 
the north of Madrafs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix Blips 
were delcryed in the n. e. Handing towards the road ; neverthelels 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommQn vivacity until lunfct ; 
and it being concluded, that, if they had ever intended to make a 
general affault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein¬ 
forcements could be landed, every folcHer and inhabitant in the gar- 
rilon capable of Handing to his arms repaired to their reTpeftive polls, 

and 
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and as foon as it was dark a hot fire of mu ike try from the north 
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which 
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the ihips, di¬ 
rected by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The 
firing on fhore ftil l continued, and at 2 in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the creit of the glacis, and in 
their pods and ftp oppofite to the jt. E. baftion and fafcine battery, 
although very ftrong before, grew stronger than ever, but their ihot 
flew too high : it began to blacken foon after, when the blaze of fires 
were perceived in their trenches : at 3 all their annoyances ceaied 
inti rely, after which no motions of men were any longer diftin- 
guiflied ; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of JLally’s battery 
were feen in flames. The cafualties fince the preceding morning to 
this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed. 

At day-break the whole army were difcovered in full march from 
the weft fide of the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greatefl part had already crofled the northern river. They had pre- 
vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and 
at 9 o’clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which: 
intirely ruined both; thefe works had cofi the Company 30,000- 
pounds, and could not be restored in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then perceived'matching on to the mount. The hurry of their 
retreat faved the brack town from the refoiution which Mr. Tally 
had taken of reducing it to afnes, if compelled to raiie the fiege. 
By noon the troops in the Ihips were all landed: they were, in¬ 
cluding officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curiofity carried out every one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much moleftation, for 
the enemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon,. 
iB or 24 pounders, were found in their polls and works, of which 
26 were difabled; but feven were in their carriages, and both in good 
condition. Some fpare carriages were likewife left, and many 
cannot Ihot, but no mortars, although feveral beds ; and many mili¬ 
tary ftores, with quantities of powder in calks and flannel bags,. 
Vol IL N- n II- were 
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San 1 that the army left the black town. 

fa» - “ rtified of thclr depar T; fent out pamcs 

.The garrnon, collected 19 guns more, 

“X "h'ee poufideffs : fp that the whole number which the 

cnemV loft and left behind were ja pieces of cannon. One ran, 
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many calks of amage 
ammunition^ were found in San 1 W. But the ftrongeft proof 
of the hurry and confnfion with which they railed the liege, was th. 
nesrleft of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who 
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital » the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. Laliy, recommendmg them to theca* ot 
the Englilh governor: they were received and treated with ic 
fame attentions, as if they had belonged to the garnfon, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. 

The fort fired during the ftege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7 ,02 flidJ'S from their mortars, and threw 1990 hand-grenades: 
the mufketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe iervices were 
nfed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
5 mortars had been demounted on the works. There remained m 
the fort artillery fufficient for another liege, with 30,767 cannon- 
halls, but only' 481 fhelis, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As 
tnany of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered 111 their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black’town, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con- 
liimed all the fhelis of the two fir ft rates in the ftores of Pondi¬ 
cherry, and threw of all forts 8000, of which by far the greateil 
number were direfted againft the buildings, all of which lay to¬ 
gether in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the 
ea ft ward : and fearce a houfe remained that was not opened to the 

heavens. „ 

Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed: one captain and one lieu¬ 
tenant died of ficknefs *. 14 other officers were wounded, of whom 
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fome dangeroufly; and four were taken prifoners: in all 33. Of 
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be¬ 
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofjpital, 20 
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded; in all 
579 ; but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who 
were natives affixing in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 delerted. The lofs in Europeans was more than 
reinftatcd by the t-roops brought in the fhips. 

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappcared, re- 
lincjuilhed the fpecial authority which had been vefted in himfelf, 
to the ufual admin ideation of the council, of which he was prefident r 
and received their thanks for the good effects of his refolution and 
activity during the liege: he had vilited the works every day, en¬ 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thofe ex- 
pofed to feverer fervices, with money. Provilions of all kinds in 
abundance, and of the bed: condition, h.ad been laid up, and as well 
as all the military Pores, were diPributed from the different ma¬ 
gazines, under the direction of the members of the council, affifted 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufmefs 
eftablifhed and continually preferved thele details free of all let and 
con fu lion. 

The Prelidency, as foon as re-eftablifhed in its ufual forms, ac¬ 
knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conftancy with which the 
garrifon had fuftained every danger and fatigue ; and no men ever 
better deferved this teftimony, lor fcarce a murmur had been ut¬ 
tered : all was emulation : All however acknowledged that the 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers compared with the ftrength 
of the garrifon and works, had pulhed the attack with, unremitting 
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally refpeeded the 
fcience and Peadinefs of the defence. Indeed moP of the principal 
officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they ffill regarded as their pre¬ 
ceptor in the liege : they were. Major Polier ; the Captains PafcalJ; 

N n.n 2. Charles, 
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Guttler* de Beck, 
Freifhmau, Vafierot, Black* Hume, Donald Campbell, Greig. 
Every repair and additional work was executed with regulanty 
and difpatch under the dircdiou of Mr. Call the chief engineer, 
although this was tbs firft fiege, whether offenfive or defenfive, in 
which he had ferved. Captain Hiflop, who arrived with a company 
of the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercron’s regi¬ 
ment, was the fen lor officer in this branch ; he had ferved in Bergen- 
■ op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furnilhed all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker : even 
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and execution of the 
fire from the fort was fuperior to their own : whatsoever guns or 
mortars were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in Bore : Colonel Draper and Major Brereton 
were of the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which 
ffiad in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex¬ 
perienced officers. The exertions of Major Calliaud and Captain 
Prefton were equal in the field. Thus every officer of diftinCtion on 
the eftablifbment of Coromandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrafs, excepting Captain Joieph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefervatlon of the next important objedl, Tritchinopoly, in 
which the French prifoners out-numbered five to one the invalid 
Europeans of his garrifon. 

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Valle rot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chinglapett on the 13th, but miffed by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrais, as he intended the next night, but the 
morning after ; when the Dutch residents, although remaining in the 
town only on fufferance from the French, who were in pofleffion of 
their fort, protefted again ft his entrance with hoftile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impracticable excepting by 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not 
5 adequate. 
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adequate. He neverthelefs remained to inveft the fort, and loon 
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleyrit, dated the 
14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and re fen t meat, 
imputing the failure of his attempt again ft Madrafs, which lie then 
law inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place fhould efcape the ven¬ 
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long 
from definition by the fire of the Englifh. 

The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac¬ 
quired ; they were 3700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
veram *, and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had 
ftill 2000 Europeans ; the Sepoys with him were not more than 
rooo, for feveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon 
and ammunition which had been left or thrown away, he imputed 
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra¬ 
pacity of the contractors leagued with the council of Pondicherry. 
lji$ army marched away in rags, and without provisions, but, having 
gun-powder and horfe, exafted them, and continued their rout to 
Arcot. Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calhaud as 
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 
detached Mahomed Ifloof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re¬ 
inforce Chinglapett, left the French army fhould inveft this place; 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have 
intercepted them, if fuch had been their intention : the next day 
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all 
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs. 
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuons and regular 
that had ever been carried on in India ; and we have detailed it, in 
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement. 
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N O T only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja¬ 
cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and 
anxiety, on the liege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooner or later 
muft greatly affect their refpeftive views and interefts. It was be¬ 
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac¬ 
quired by the defence ; but as tiiis advantage would foon be loff if 
the adjacent territory were not recovered and protected, it was re¬ 
vived to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement 
brought in the (hips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
railed, of all ranks, 190a eft*1 mated Europeans, including 90 Topaffes 
and 60 Coffrees, ialerted in the different companies : of this number 
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty; and this force was 
fufficieut to .face the French army. Neverthejefs, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artillery 
and (lores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives 
were few, and had much other work to do : draught and carriage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 
none in the country ; provifions were equally lcarce : perfeverance, 
however, continued. Chmglapett being fecured, the reft of the 
troops with Mahomed Iffoof, the horle with Abdulwahab, and thofe 
fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on 
the choultry plain, where they were joined day by day by the 
Europeans of the garrffon ; but the whole were not ready to move 
before the 6th of March, and in this interval arrived two more com¬ 
panies 
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nanies of Draper’s regiment, which the (hips they came in from 
England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the lafl year, 
and they were now returned to the coaft. The whole force which 
now took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and file, including 
the artillery men, with 10 field-pieces, of which two were 1% 
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1126 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On 
lrcws of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the 
main body of his troops, and took poll at Conjeveram, where the 
advantages of the fituatibh left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
force ; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon - 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The 
defeats of equipments hill retarded the progrefs of the EngJifh army, 
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the lafl march, Mahomed 
Iffoof, with fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
flood a fkirmifh with the foremofl of his; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap¬ 
tain Preflon at Chinglapett, bearing there Was but a flight force in 
the fort of Cnrangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with feven 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer, 
which encouraged the garrifon to fally, who killed 25 of them in 
their flight. 

Whilff the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from 
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, defpairing of 
fuccefs, tmlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money. 
By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro¬ 
bability appeared of gaining a decilive advantage over the enemy. The 
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although 
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy in the polls 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con- 

fequences 
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fequences of retreating before them, and came to Madrafs on the 1759. 
3(5 th, to difiuade the Council, either from dimini thing their force, '' 7 '. ~ ' 

or from withdrawing it into garrifon ; and his arguments prevailed. 

He then declared the Inability, to which the impaired icite of his 
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army ; 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent fer- 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence of 
Madrafs. The command then devolved to Lieutenant-Colonel Draper, 
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked for 
England ; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the 
long’s regiment, and Major Calllaud lucceeded Colonel Lawrence In 
the difiinct command of the Company’s troops. 

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the French 
army to Madrafs, and remained fome days with them In the black 
town ; when his own affairs, his doubts of the luccefs of the fiege, 
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englifh troops in the field, induced him 
to return to Nelore, which Mr. Lally having derived no advantage 
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without reluctance. 

Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of 
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys; but as foon as he heard 
that the fiege was railed, he' refolved to declare ffitirely for the 
Englilh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer, Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refinance ; but the Sepoys laid down then- 
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices 
of this deed, he proffered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre- 
fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its 
di finds; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-wall, was to 
be expected from that part of the country, until the Englifh army had 
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he fent the 
French officer to Madrafs. Abdulwahab continued with the army, 
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the diftri&s of 
Chandergherry and Chitore. The three greater Polygars to the 
Vol. II. O 0 o north- 
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northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
pah ' wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no 
affiftance during the fiege; they were ordered to guard their own 
hills and affift Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The mi¬ 
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened^ in expedation of pu- 
nifnment for the robberies they had committed in the Englifh 
diftrids during the diftreffes of the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to affift ^the forts of Pon- 
damelee and Tripaffore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 

to Arcot. 

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi- 
dency on the repo lie of the fiege. The body of Morattoes, with Go- 
paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
fiftance, remained at the pafles of Damalcherry, waiting the event r 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks, 
of rupees, alledging that he had negledcd other concerns of greater 
confequence, in expedation of the ultimate fummons of the prefi- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been ottering his 
affiftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to him, to 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he 
ffiould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
infmuations of the mifehief he intended to bring on the Englifh, as 
well at Bombay, as in the Carnatic ; and lent 500 of his Morat¬ 
toes to join the French army ; but Mr. Deleyrk, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Rally not to entertain them, becaufe they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dif¬ 
trids, as more extenfiye, than in thole which the Englifh had reco¬ 
vered. They were difmifled with compliments and a final 1 prefent, 
on which Gopaul Row to compenlate and revenge the difappoint- 
ment, lent a detachment round the hills, which took pofleffion of 
die town and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to colled the revenues 
af the approaching feaft in April, which the French government 
y; - e^peded 
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expected to receive. This detachment in their way fummonea the 
three northern Polygnrs as friends to the Englifh, to pay tneir mams 
of tiw-chout, or tribute, which Gopaui Row had. demanded, an- 

had not time to exad in the preceding year. 

The kino' 0 f Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and prowei! of Madrafs ; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro- 
feffions, propofed to him to aflift them in a plan to furpnie the fort ot 
Karical, when the fquadron fhoulcl arrive on the coaft : to winch he 
anfwered, that the lad hofrilities of the French had turned his coun¬ 
try, and that the crop atprefent on the ground would likexv tie be de¬ 
frayed, if difturbances were renewed : but that, as the Enghfh ha 
beat off the French army from Madrafs, they ihould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fail of courle. 
He was then requeued to let beeves be purchaied m his country as pio- 
vilions for the fquadron; which the ftridnefs of his religion regarded 
as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go on in 

reading the letter, written to him on tins fnbjea, , 

The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tntchmopoly, had continue 
•Tick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by exeefs of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune: the repulie of the French attack 
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health y but 
his mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency. 
However., the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith ha pre tive 
the diftrids dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the necefi y 
expences of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob s family. The 
great number of French prilbners in the city, who were 500, 
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men, 
had'been an objed of conflant anxiety, and plots were conti¬ 
nually difeovered of their intentions to break out ot their < un- 
geons.; which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with the ut- 
moft leverity. The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven ou 
of that town and diftrid in the month of July of the preceding year, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders or the 
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by iuch a, 
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were difaffefted to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in his 
Read. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun¬ 
try between Terriore and Utatore ; but attempted nothing of conse¬ 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed ; and they , kept up a 
cor re fpon deuce with feveral of the principal men who continued 
to refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Iflbof 
marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys neceffary to 
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
loon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difeovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
ftead of aflifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood 
and bills, leaving the Englifh ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
themfelves as they could. The ierjeant took poffeffion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded: it in 
the houfes on all fides, tiiat not a man could' apppear who was not 
expo fed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
ealily obtained perm iftion to march away to Tritchinopoly,. with their 
arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith- 
had received feme intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No¬ 
vember. In the next month, Hufiein Cawn, who had been driven, 
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from Trit¬ 
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with fome Sepoys and twa 
field-pieces, and took poll: at Utatore, intending again to advance to 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith lent a party 
from the garnfen, under the command of Captain Blake, who did 
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BookXI. Madura and Tinivelly. 

not fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coun¬ 
try, where they remained, prop oil ng fchemes, and foliciting affift- 
ance; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf- 
iein Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had retaken Terridre, 
in making mcurfions into the Nabob r s country: but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered 
monev and regular terms of fubmiflion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of tlie money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and conffrmed him in the govern¬ 
ment ; in which this was his fourth mil alia tion, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often. 

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their 
former ftateof anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed JflooF, with fo 
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to colled! from the country provifions fuffi- 
cient for their fubiiftance. The incurtions of the Nattam col [cries 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the weft, mined or appropriated whatsoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the dill rifts at a diftance from the city. To the fouthward, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
forgot all his former profeffions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his r-effdence with the P til it aver, who led 
the weftem Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, who 
were the heads of the weftem, concluding from' the fuperiority of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifh would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conve¬ 
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort 
of Palamcotah, and'bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to 
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly ; of 
which Maphuze Khan and' the Pulitaver once again took poflefiion. 
The Sepoys contented'themfelves with prefervingPalamcotah, where 
they were often obliged to defend the walls a gain ft the fkirmiihes of 
the Pulitaver’s colleries, which confumed their ammunition ; and, 
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even- Tritehinopoly, 
i they.; 
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they wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which is 
the fouthern of the Englifh fade lies on the coaft .of Malabar, re¬ 
queuing fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englifh, 
the letter was lo unintelligible, that the factoiy neither undciftood 
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted, . At length, 
letters from Mahomed Iffoof procured them credit, which enabled 
them to purebafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
from the iba-coaft in the bay of Tutacorln. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys 111 Madura and Palamcotah continued 
unfhaken ; for had either of theft: fortrefibs been betrayed, no means 
remained of retaking tbem 5 and the ceflion oa Maduia might have 
pur chafed Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who 
at this very time had an officer of diftinaion treating with him at 
. Seringa patam. 

The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger 
■ of lofing thefe countries, fince the h rench, being no longer under the 
neccflity of keeping their whole force collected in one point, might, 
ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englifh army in the field, detach 
the reft to other objeas. The partizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward ; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawii, if 
he lhould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigub 
On theft confiderations, the Prefldency refolved to fend Mahomed 
Ifloof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madura and Tin Welly, together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees 
for the enfuing year, clear of all charges, excepting what might 
uiife from the neceflity of defending them either againft the French, 
the Myforeans, or Mo rat toes. The Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
appointment of Mahomed Iffoof to condudl the war in thefe coun¬ 
tries, regarded him with ftifpicion and averflon, and infilled that they 
fhould be left to his own dilpofal and controul; although he had 
not in his whole dependence, a relation or officer of military refolution 
and experience fufiicicnt to maintain them in this time of difficulty. 
The French and Englifh armies continued almoft in fight of each 
other for two and twenty days ; the one wlftiing to be attacked, in 
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their polls at Conjeveram, the other, a general aaron in the open 
plain ■ and neither was reduced to give the advantage which the 
other deiired. Moft of the diftrifls to the foiath of the Paliar were 
under either the proteftion or jurifdiaion of the French govern¬ 
ment ■ and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to 
march into them, as the likelieil means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle or at leaft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
feme opportunity might arife of retaking tl,is place without 
which even the diftrifts already recovered as tar as the Enghflt 
army had advanced could not be protefted, unlefs by their con¬ 
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the tft of April from their encampment at Papa 
Braniny’s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took poflHhon 
of the pettall of Vandivalh, in which they began to open ground 
againftthe fort, and fent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering 
cannon ; and a detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chmglapett 
beat away the guard at Ontramalore, of which place he took pof- 
feffion, tofecure the line of communication with Vandiwuft. 

Mr. Soupircs neither gave any interruption to the Enghflt army 
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had 
ordered him to riique nothing, and the French army had fer feme 
days been reduced to great diftrefs for want both of money and pro- 
v'iiions The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon- 
dieherry and its revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be collefted from the country between Con- 
Lenm and Arcot, or borrowed in the camp, fcarcelv tutnifhed the 
expenses of the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
finding that the Englifh paid pnnftuaUy, and at better price., evaded 
a much as pofhble to carry any prov.fions to the French camp. The 
renters of the neighbouring MAS*, magnified the detriment which 
,V ; lands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, m oidei 
to protraff their payments, by the plea of difeufling their accounts. 
In this fituation, Mr. Soupires conftdered the removal of the Enghflt 
army as an advantage ; fince it permitted him to retreat to A.cot, 
■with, the appearance of parting on equal terms. He left m 
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■vcram 300 Sepoys and 100 horfe, under the command of Murzafi- 
Wg, who had defeated from tlie Englifh a little before the fiege of 
Madrafs. The renters at Arcot furnifhed Mr. Soupires money and 
provifions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different 
parties between Arcot and Trivatore, which is lituated 20 miles s.w. 
in tlie high road from thence to Vandiwafli. 

Mr. I>ally, as loon as he heard that the Englifh army was before 
Yaudhvafh, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu¬ 
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Chittapet ; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther 
from Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwafh, The nearer road from 
Vandiwafh to Conjeveram is not good ; hut from Vandiwafli to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 
diipatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 13th of the march 
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had parted 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwafh, 
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the bartions; and con¬ 
tinuing the fame ft refs of march, they arrived, on the evening of 
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had parted witli Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his trail, but siked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
advanced divifion, inverted the pagoda in the evening, which it was" 
determined to rtorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer difrtm- 
bled, but kept up a brifk fire of mufketry through the night; by 
which feveral, and Colonel Monfon himfelf, was wounded. 

The gateway of the pagoda-at Conjeveram isfpacious and lofty, and 
tlie tower over it one of the largeft and higheft in the Carnatic. It 
rtands in tlie middle of the w r ertern wall, and fronts the principal rtreet 
of tlie town, which is very broad ; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs. 
There were no gates fixed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance, 
tlie French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which, 
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as well as on the (inall towers at each angle of the pagoda, were 
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and fcaftoldings of 
bamboos for fina l 1 parties of raufketry were railed 'along different 
parts of the wall within. There was, in the area without, a large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, "the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early ill the 
morning began to fire over it againft the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned with all their means, 
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton flightly, 
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o’clock the earth of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers. 
Few of the defenders waited the affault hand to hand, but, after 
giving their lire, ran into the pagoda. Fhe officeis, fhmu luted by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firft over the ravelin, and 
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate¬ 
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
on logs of wood; and within were two lines of Sepoys diipofed m 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officers, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mulket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excefs of the ex¬ 
plosion, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor was the effed much lefs. It killed eight men 
on the fpot, and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart 
and Bunnatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the 
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroully, a Lieu¬ 
tenant and two Enligns. Even moft of thofe who were fate were 
fo furprized by this havock, that they flood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack ; during which, they. luckily fuffered 
very little from the mufketry within. By this time, a party of 
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered 
over‘the opposite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the rear of 
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thofe who were defending the gateway; and, on their ihout, the 
troops at the gate rufhed in, and in a minute the whole garrifon 
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter; which was given with more humanity than ui'ual on inch 
exafperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, to iome of the 
Sepoys ; but, as they were conducing him to Major Brereton, Ma¬ 
homed Hoof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, “ Thefe are 
“ the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one Broke of his 
fcymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde. 


1753. The Rajah Anunderawze had fo little fenfe of the advantages 
Dumber. ^ich m jght have enfued by prefling on the French immediately 
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the English 
forces were waiting for him, until the 16th of December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40 miles. 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the fir ft payment of his treaty, 
as foon as he fhould be put in poffeftSon of the fort of Rajahmundrum; 
and, in confidence of his word, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Caffimcotah. This 
fum, with a fupply to the factory at Vizagapatam, and die expences 
of the field, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer 
the pay of the troops for the month of December. Flowever, ftill 
relying on them, he crofted the Godaveri on the 33d, ftill hoping to 
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the ftun 
of their late defeat: but the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor fent any money ; and, as it would have been vain to have at¬ 
tempted even the march without both. Colonel Forde, with much 
vexation and refentment, recrofled the river with all the troops oa 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to punifh him, 
and, in this fright, fled immediately to the hills which Ikirt the 
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province about twenty miles to the North of die city; ami Colonel 
Fotfde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga- 
patam, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddapore, which, 
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft 
of that which has designated his victory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
Pent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja¬ 
nuary came himfelf to the camp ; from whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 15 th, whofe fears of the Colonel, 
and averfion to fumifh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in- 
fomuch that he feemed no longer felicitous about the fuccefs of the 
expedition. His conduct was the more perplexing, becaufe the news 
that the French were befleging Madrafs bad flopped the Engliih 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Raj aids name alone could im¬ 
mediately reftore; and if his troops did not march, others mull be 
hired, for which no money could he found. The dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fomc time before, and to 
agree, “ that whatfoever fums the Rajah might fumifh fhould be con- 
<c fidered as a loan ; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
Ci might be reduced on the other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch 
“ as belonged to the French either by eftablifhment, or grant in 
propriety, fhould be equally divided between him and the Engiifh.” 
With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp 
on the 18th : and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam; blit 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fhraffs 
before he furubbed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped¬ 
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, ‘of which the firft: 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi¬ 
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recoiled them- 
felves: nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of neceffity; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un¬ 
willingly complied with at laft ; although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneft- 
nefs of his follicitations. 
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The Hardwicke and the two Hoops, which had been difpatched 
from Vizagapatam on the 12th of December,' anchored the next 
day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of the 
Godaveri, where the agents of the French fa£tory, on news of the 
defeat 1 at Peddipore, had embarked their effects and themlelves in a 
fnow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar¬ 
rived ; and they furrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some 
days after, the veflels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be¬ 
tween this place and Nariipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri, 
until the 9th of February, when they fixed their Ration in Mafu¬ 
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army ; but weighing oc- 
cafionally to bring veflels to, that were pafling in the offing, of 
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and 
the French army before Madrafs. 

The Englifh army arrived on the 6 th of February at El ore ; but, 
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on proraife, however, of rejoining him 
foon at Elore. This place, othenvife called Yalore, is fituated <;o- 
miles s, w. of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 n. of Mafulipatam. 
It is the capital of a province,, or phoufdarry, of no- great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufly. It has 
been very little known to the Englifh, and never frequented by them 
iince they withdrew their factory from Mafulipatam in the laft 
century.. The town is ex ten five, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a gamfon moftly of 
black troops; btft ( the Marquis de Conflans- had taken them away 
with him, as he was palling on to Mafulipatam, where he had de¬ 
termined to make his ft and. The long delay of the Englifh troops- 
in following him feemed to have infpired him with a little refo- 
lution t for with feme of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons- of Elore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and' 
■aooo Sepoys, which he called his army of oblervation ; but they 
'did not venture within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and kept 
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moving to the Weft of Maftilipatam, collecting or extorting tributes. 
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the 
French factory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by 
the arrival of "ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s. e. of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftria, threatening the deftruaion of his country, if he 
gave the French any affiftance, but offering him alliance if he 
would join the Engiiffi army with his troops. The Zemindar met 
Captain Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerful- 
nefs ; and the French troops fit Narfipore having relied on his affift¬ 
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defeaion,. leaving in 
the faaory, befides common effefts, fome cannon and marine ftores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veflels ; but they funk what 
ammunition they could not carry off.. The Engiiffi detachment 
leaving a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the iStli 
came in the Rajah with all his troops colletted ; and the next day 
the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the. faftuon of 
the country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, 
the Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at 
Elore until the ift of March. 

Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to 
Salabadjing, earrleftly requeuing he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Maftilipatam, when both their forces united could 
not faff of deftroying the Engiiffi troops, and punching the powers 
of the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The 
diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the purfuit of Niza- 
mally towards Bampore had encouraged this prince to refume his 
former ambitions; in which he was, at leaft iecretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huflein, whole 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im¬ 
mediate confequenees of the affaffination of Hyderjung, the duan 
of Mr. Buffy : but this confederacy refrained from any con- 
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1759. .fpicuous exertion, until they faw Mr. Bully and the whole of the 
Trench force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 
:in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging little 

March. likelihood of their return, they afted with more open declaration ; 

■and foon after, Nizamally was enabled, with the afhfiance of 
his friends, to increafe ins force from 150010 15000 horfe, with 
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of 
Dollabad fiill held out for Salabadjing. The indolence of Salabad- 
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 
by the accudomed afliftance of a body of French troops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceffity was certainly the likelieft 
means of procuring : but few of his officers were delirous of fee¬ 
ing the re-eftablifhment of a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government: never- 
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro¬ 
vinces between the French and Englilh might give a chance of 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou- 
bahftiip ; and in this view moll: of them advifed him to march to¬ 
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baffauiet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined 
near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceeding 
agamft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the junction of Salabad- 
jing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Englilh troops fhould be obliged to retire be¬ 
fore them : but even this confederation, becaufe the danger was 
diftant, could not induce him to relinquifh the immediate ad¬ 
vantages of Ins delay, although nothing more than the collections 

of the day levied by his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country. 

five miles to the South of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaft 
lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrofs 
1 . 
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the fituation of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to foiith. 
From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep¬ 
tember, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
fmall Hlots, on which the inhabitants remain ; but during the reft 
of the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the 
Englilh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a forjeaot with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se¬ 
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were lent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garriion had the day be.~ 
fore received afturances from Du Rocher,. the Commander of 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their affiftance 
on the 28th; relying on which, they manned the walls, and: 
feemed relolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mufketry 
palled with much lols to the aflailants, who neverthelefs twice 
attempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of 
better implements, with iron crows but were each time beaten off ^ 
on which Captain Macleane fent to- the army for a reinforcement of 
men and two guns \ they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediately applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment 
rulhed in without mercy, and in the firft on let killed all they met, 
who were only Sepoys ; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and flaughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fame Sepoy 
from the army of oblervation, were arrived within a few,miles; 
on which. Captain Macleane marched out to. attack. them. But' 
they,, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A fmall gar- 
rilbn of Sepoys,, with a few Europeans,, was deft to fecure -the 
fort from, furprize, and the army, marched on. towards Mafuli- j 
patam,. in fight of which they arrived on the. 6th of March ; and 
the fame day received advices,, that the French army under the. [ 
command of Mr. Lally had been obliged to raife the liege ofi.'j 
Madxafs,. I 
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The fort and town of Mafulipatam are fitnated beyond the reach 
of cannon-fhot a funder. The fort hands a mile and a half from 
the fea-Ihore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of 
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and hill 
more by a continued ftream which the river Kriftna lends off about 
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The found has fometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water; and opposite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. The louth lide of the fort extends about 600 
along the found, and 800 from thence to the north; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of 
thefe di men Gods, if theeaffern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtule one. The ground along the i'ea 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found, 
is a collection of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the border of a morafs, which furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the weft and fouth for feveral miles; and 
to the N. w_ and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile 
of the fort, -excepting a few fmall fpots of fand in the morafs, 
which are near it to the n. e. : but to the eaft, the fand-hills along 
the fea are within 800 yards of the walls. The morafs in all 
directions is interfecled with creeks and gullies, which fall into 
tlie found. 

The Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the N. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing above the 
morafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground 
and the fort is by a ffraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The 
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide ftill to the 
N. w. is bounded by another morafs, which ftretches along it from 
the s. w. to the n. e. but is flopped by the fand-hills of the fea 
Ihore, along which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground ; 
for both morafles are miry even in the drieft feafon, and were fo 
now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days. 

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few guards in 
.the fort, were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience of water, 
7 of 
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of which there is none in the fort but what is preferved in ciftenis. 
His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this advantage; 
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground 
from one morafs to the other, he might have flopped the Englifh 
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro¬ 
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of observation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as foon as the Englifh army appeared, he 
retreated by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettali; 
the Englifh on the fand to the North Eafl. 

The French, Alice they took pofleflion of the fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences : the walls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet; and the three fides to the weft, north, and eaft, 
contained 11 angular baftions of various fhapes and fizes; before 
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditch ; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
was left open. The baftion next the n. w. fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettali: in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated 
in aftrong ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway. 

No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten times ftronger than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops, 
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the Service of car¬ 
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft fhot; and by bat¬ 
teries detached from each other, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the Sallies of the befieged. 
The ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka- 
tion of the Stores and heavy artillery from the Hardwlcke, which, 
with the two Hoops, were in the road. 

Three batteries were erected; one in a fi thing village near the inward 
point of the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of 
the fea to the South, and to the Weft by a large creek in the morafs 
coming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north of this bat- 
Vql. II. Q3 ‘l ter) . 
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tery, and nearer to the edge of the fame creek, was another : the 
third battery was at an equal diftance 100 yards in the rear of both. 
The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two eigh¬ 
teen and two twenty-four pounders; but in the fouth were likewife 
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, of \ 3, nine* 
and eight inches. The battery in the center had only two twelve- 
pounders. 

In the s. e. angle of the fort, clofe on the found, was a baftion 
called the Francis, of 10 guns. For fame diftance from hence to 
the north, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re¬ 
cede in a re-entering angle, in the bottom of which was a work in 
the form of a demi-lune, having only two faces, without flanks, 
which would have been needlefs, Alice the line of the faces-fuffici- 
entiy flanked the baftion Francis 011 the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the left.- This work was called the Dutch baftion. 
The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond it in the N. e. angle 
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 10 guns. 
The feu them of the Englilh batteries fired on, the Francois and 
Dutch baftions ; the center on Saint John*s; and the northern on 
the Cameleon. As foon as their pofttion was decided, the garrifon 
raifed a battery on the left fhore of the inlet as you enter from the 
fea ; which took them all in flank ■; but as this battery was feparated 
frona the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at¬ 
tacked in the night by the boats of the Blips, the garrifon kept a 
conftant guard in it of Europeans, befides Sepoys. They likeiyife 
ftationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponiere 
on the other fide of the fort. Befides the immediate ftiperiority of 
artillery fhmding on their works, the garrifon had others in ftore : , 
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe 
of fervice ; whereas the Englifh army could only reftore the lofs of 
theirs by borrowing the common guns of the Hardwicke, which were 
nine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothing. 

The French army of obfervation, as foon the Engilfh pafted on¬ 
wards from Conealc, crofted the country to Elore, where there was 
no garrifon to oppofe them ; and from hence went on to Rajahmun- 
drum,-where the fick of the army, in all 25 Europeans, and 40 Sepoys, 
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had been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 
before had received a large fum in gold and lilver, lent from Bengal to 
Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fervice of the army 
with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol lent 
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coaft; 
and as foon as they appeared on the river, ordered all l’uch of his men 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca¬ 
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englifh fort at Vizagapatam ; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren¬ 
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find¬ 
ing they could not collect as much as they fpent, they returned, and 
dire&ed their march to meet the army of Salabadjing, The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit or money: none remained in the military cheft: Colonel 
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re¬ 
alized from the fpoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money of the troops, and the interpofition of the French army of 
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been lent to 
Mr. Briftol; and by this time, every loldier in the army had per¬ 
ceived the obftacles which muft be lurmounted, to reduce the 
fort; which exafperated the fenfe of their diftrefles. In thefe 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th, 
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de¬ 
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the ftege, unlefs they were 
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
and were allured of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam fliould be 
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only intitled to one half of what is 
taken in the forts they reduce; die other half is referved to the 
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money, 
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„lit of file veryfirft he (hould receive; aad, as could not break 
through the regulation,, affured them he would fohctt the Company, 
1,V a reprefentation of their hardfhips and fervkea, W give up thetr 
(hare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he (hould 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Theft 
promifts appeafed them; and they returned to their duty with then 
ufiuil ardour- Nevertheless the batteries were not compleated till the 
2 <th 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which t.ie foi t had 
kept a conftant fire, which had only killed five men. 

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef- 
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had 
joined the Englifh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf- 
m to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Knflna, 40 miles, 
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports,, that the t rench 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum. 

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faultering, was now fo 
terrified* that he marched away with all his forces the fame night, 
without’'giving any warning, intending to regain his own country 
Oil the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithftanding the dilato- 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 16 miles 
before day-break. Colonel Forde feat mergers after him, re- 
prefenting the abfurdity of his conduct, in thinking to efcape the. 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French- 
artny of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the. 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Englifh tioops,. his retreat 
would be affured, and the reduction of Mafulipatam, even now not 
impracticable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him bade 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little, 
hopes, would not negleft the only means in his power 01 amuiing 
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam,. and 1 candi¬ 
ed his permiffion to fend a deputy to treat, profeffing no other in¬ 
tention than to take poffeflion of the French garrifons and fadones, 
on the coaft, without afluming the authority they had held in.the 
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inland countries. Salabadjing con Jen ted to receive the deputy, and 
Mr. Johnflone was font to his camp on the ift of- April 

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March 
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning", 
and immenfe rain, which brought in the foutkern monfoon-, with 
the return of fair weather on the 6 th. In the evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu* 
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervation,. which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Engliffi army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam 
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. 
However, the camp might embarkfor the Jhore at Mafulipatam 
is flill, and the only part on the coafl of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does not beat with a ftrong furf. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refolved 
to florin the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fufpeft the attempt at the very time when the exccfs of the 
rain had rendered the approach over the morafs much lefs prafti- 
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries 
to be kept up with double vivacity through the. next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at night;. 

The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, 'which would hap¬ 
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, ar.-d having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs.. Notwitb/landing the gar- 
rifoa had conflantly repaired in the night the damages of the day,, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the baftic-ns Ef¬ 
ficiently to mount; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the affault. As no outworks ob- 
ftrufted a full view of the body of the place, it was feen from the 
batteries, that 1 the two .baflions upon the found on the extremities of 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. e. were in barbette, that is, without 
embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon 
7 to- 
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ing the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
to lay down their arms and furrender, which they obeyed with little 
reluctance, and were lent up to the baftion. Yorke, having ob- 
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
pofleffiou of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi¬ 
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the priio- 
uers, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, Sr. John’s, had flickered themfelves within the angles, from, 
the inhlade of the gun ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se¬ 
poys, ’who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad¬ 
vanced to the edge of the rampart, bred down upon them, which 
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Captain Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their 
fire : their arms were gathered, and they were conduced by a party 
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was polled to fecure the St. John’s. The di¬ 
vilion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re¬ 
ceived the fire of the guard, ficattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men fecured 
hy parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expedt more, and many 
ffiewed much unwilliugnefs to go on ; for darknefs covers fharae; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke.; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion 
before they palled a fmall briek building clofe to the rampart, which 
curiqfity led iome to examine. It was an expenfe magazine of 
ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, a mine: this word 
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers march 
which they continued, but hi vain, for none rejoined ; on which 
Captain \ orks went back, and found all his men in much confufion 
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at the baftion, fome even propoluig to go out of tlie breach and 
quit tile fort. Severity was inflantlv neeeflary, and Captain Yorke, 
as foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the hr ft man to death 
who offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the fol- 
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en- 
lifted in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed : 
their number immediately encreafed to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow*, as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
Elands on the edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-ftiot and to point it up the way the party was coming ; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with gieat exe¬ 
cution, killing leveral and wounding lixteen* Captain \01ke fell, 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, 
did not difcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, 
whom they carried to the Cameleon; and the guards, pofted 
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their ground, 
waiting the event." 

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampart. The next, which is the final 1 gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at¬ 
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Fifcher s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without ordei, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, atked quarter, which was 
granted. 

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St. 
Jean, iffuing the neeeflary orders, according to the reports from both 
diviiions. The prifoners as Lift as taken were brought to him there, 
and he feat them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch, 
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
Vol. II. R t r number 
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number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 
fir ft that moved; but very few of them ventured any difturbance. 
The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin cn the caufeway, and, if nothing more, with all the din and 
clamour they could make; hut the fire of the falfe attack with Cap¬ 
tain Knox continually dfeniniftied ; as having begun earlier, they 
had expended moft of their ammunition, although, finding the ene¬ 
my prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven¬ 
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the 
garrifon from the more material fervice again ft the real, and the Ra¬ 
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little uie without the 
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the 
reparation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradict. 

The parade of the fort was under the baftion of the great gate, 
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence, 
whether driven from their polls, or wanting immediate orders, re¬ 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above- before 
Fifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard. 
Near ioo were aflembled, but their fire was ill directed, beginning 
too early, before the divifion was fuffidently near, which pre- 
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firft platoon, rufhed on, 
and loon cleared the baftion. I ifeher immediately lent down to iecure 
the gate below, which flint out the troops on tlfe ravelin, and prevent¬ 
ed the efcape of any from within. Whilft the divifion was getting 
auto ordei to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to¬ 
wards the next baftion, called the Pettab, from which came Matter¬ 
ing fhot, fcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop¬ 
ped, fliot Callender dead; immediately after which the fire-of the 
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garrifon in all other parts of the fort ceafed, ana foon after came a 
meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s diyifion to ceafe like- 
wife, as Mr. Conflaiis had furrendered. He had fent a meflage to 
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms ; to which 
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at dilcretion, nor 
even this, but would put every matt to the fword, if the leaft re¬ 
finance continued from any part of the garrifon, and all did not 
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners. 

On the return of the officer, Mr. Couflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters, at the 
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, the 
Ebglifh troops aflembled on the parade, under the baftidn of the 
gateway; and too Europeans, with two guns, and two companies 
of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the prifoners 
until the morning; when, what foe ver troops were at the ravelin, 
and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came into the fort, 
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrilbn. The,whole number 
exceeded thole to whom they had ftm:endered, being 500 Europeans, 
of whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either CofFrees, Top-fifes, or Sepoys. Of the aflailants, 
22 Europeans Were killed,.amongft them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behaved with equal 
gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe attacks, 
had about 50 killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajalfts people like- 
wile flittered more than was expefted from them ; but nothing in 
proportion to the EngJifh troops. The tort was furnlfhed with 120 
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military ft ores. The plunder 
of other effects was likewife valuable ; and all that was not mer¬ 
chandize was given back £0 the prifoners ; half the reft was divided 
amongft the Englifh army, and the other half referred for them 
according to the promiie they had received. 

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe of Its 
fuccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the fiege 
with, mockery, and, being in daily expedtion of the arrival of a body 
of troops which were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con? 
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certed, that the army of observation, joined by this reinforcement, 
and a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s army, 
fhouid then furround and attack the Englifh army, winch they re- 
prefented to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
liruaion ; and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing’s 
army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the rein¬ 
forcement, the Englifh army could not have kept their ground, fmue 
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and 
the enemy’s horfe, amongd whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provihons, and harrafled every motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon¬ 
ing ail the (lores and artillery. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confcious that it might 
have been prevented by the a&ivity they had negie&ed to exert. 
They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob- 
fervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement; when 
they expefted at lead to reduce the Englifh to compound for their 
retreat by the fur render of Mafuhpatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to Ins own country, 
as loon as the place was taken ; and Colonel Forde, from utter 
contempt of his character, made no objections to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to lcgain the 
Godaveri; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit. 

Early in the morning of the i^th appeared two fhips, (landing 
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was alhove embarking prifoners, of whom 
he had already received 40 on board : but his brother, who was the 
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the 
(Irange (hips ; on which, the larged anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a didance ; but the other dill plying up,,.the Hard¬ 
wicke weighed again, as did the larged (hip, a ud the wind having 
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail ; in the 
mean time. Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army* 
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 
ilrength of the fhips,. waited to exchange a broad fide, which difcover- 
ing them to be ftouter than his own, lie again hauled the wind, and 
working more dexteroufly got again out of their reach, but con¬ 
tinued in the offing. The two French (hips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought 
with them, on ffiore, with letters to Mr. Confkns, fignifying, that 
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and TopafTes, befides the crews: they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re¬ 
turned, they fufpefted the lofs of the place, and early the next morn¬ 
ing flood out again after the Hardwieke, which bore away for 
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of light. 

The army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of 
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French ffiips would return 
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the ffiore. 
Colonel Forde, notwithftanding the great number of pnfoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can- 
non-ffiot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, began 
to treat in earned:; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re¬ 
ceived with much attention. 

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this, 
change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englifh. . Some ac¬ 
count of the aflafiination of Mr. Bully’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the' departure of the 
prefer;t expedition ; and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in¬ 
jury which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteflation 
of "the French nation beyond the reach or wifh of reconciliation* 
wrote letters to him, requefting his affiffiince to the army with 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they: 
had dilinembered from the fovereignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde. 
difpatched thcfe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and Ni- 
, zamaliy- 
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xamally had received them: whether they contributed to influence his 
immediate operations we are uncertain ; but as foon as he was certi¬ 
fied that Salabadjing was marching againft tire Engljih army to 
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminiftration. The news of his intentions, which pre¬ 
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
"thither as foon as pofiiible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Enghih troops ; fearing, that if he entertained the French 
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizam ally 
would he precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com¬ 
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung, 
who managed the moft important affairs of the government, de¬ 
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel Forde until the 12th 
of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered. 

The" treaty confifted of four articles. By the firff; The whole 
territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diffriCts, as well 
as the junfdi&ion over.the territory of Nizamapatam, with the. 
diff riots "of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englffh 
without the relcrve of fine or military lervice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obfervation, to pafs the K riff 11a in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fquth, by the ICriffna ; 
nor to entertain any French troops in Iris ilrvice, nor to give them 
afiiffance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
collected out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the prdent year; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram- 
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. If Anunderauze filled in 
this ffipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he pleaied ; 
but -in all cafes was neither to a (I Iff, or give protection to the 
enemies of the Englifh ; and by the 4th article, the Englifh engage 
neither to afliff, or give protection to his. The territory ceded to 
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the company extended 80 miles along the fea, ami 20 inland, and 

the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year, 

As loon as the treaty was fig tied, Salabadjing offered Colonel 
Forde a di ft rift near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him- 
fell, if he would accompany him with part of the Englifli troops 
again ft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much 
earneftnefs, requefted his aftlftance to take or deftroy the French army 
of observation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the proteftiou of Baftaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaib 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18th 
marched away in much di-fguft with the Englilh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moft advantageous 
acquiiitiou of its extent, they could whh to gain, with the viejy of 
maintaining, on the whole coaft of Coromandel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. The body of French troops crofted the Kriftna, 
but marched to the wefhvard, in confequence of afiTuranees from 
Baftaulet Tung to take them into his ler vice, when he fhoiald return 
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adorn. The Prefi- 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au¬ 
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expectation of orders for his future proceedings from the 
Prefidency of Bengal. 

Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the 
Englifli, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted ; but lent forward the partizan Lam¬ 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army, 
who polled themfelves feven miles from the Englilh,, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the moufflons of their cavalry into thole 
diftrifts; but the Englilh army had no intention to ravage a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confifted of 300 either 
Topafles or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached whilft the, two ■ 
armies fome time before were Lacing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kiftnarow, the Killidar of Thiagar, the ravages he 

had 
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had commit^ in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the 
forts which he ami Mahomed lfloof had rednced whrlft the Wench 
army were preparing on the other fide-of the Mar, to attack 
Midrafs In the middle of March, he fet down before Elavana- 
fhre which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, Solved to 
defend in pel-ion; continual fkirmifhes puffed between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no _ probability of taking the 
place with battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched 
a wav, and fet down before Trivatore ; where likewife were fome 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Iffoof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who were 
very* near furrendering, when Lambert, with Ins whole detach¬ 
ment, was recalled to the main army; which on the 19th advanced 
to Covrcpauk, where they took up their quarters, kill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englifh, which continued 
,sp Conjeveram, anti threw up redoubts in then liont, and on then 

flanks. 

Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken 
poffeffion of Trlpetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni, 
to return and join him there without delay ; left he ihoukl be 
flopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac¬ 
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the paffes 
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. At the fame time, 
Abduiwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft 
Tripettv, of which they got poflefiion after a flight refiftance : 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the pa¬ 
goda ; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi¬ 
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had likewife been continued in the 
management. 

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tritclunopoly joined Klftna- 
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from thefouth,with whom 
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and 

ravaged 


Book XI. The- Carnatic. 

ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and 
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fincc the reduction of Fort St. 
David, the French kept a garrifon. Some bad troops were fent 
from both, and the adjacent diftrlets, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
of the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were 
decifively beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. Of the Englifh Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar ; and from thence 
fent back the Engliih Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning of May. 

A few days after the redudion of Conjeveram, intelligence was 
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
of Tinivelly, had ventured to hand an engagement in the field 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft of the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fa many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend 
Mahomed I fib of into the fouthern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be diminifhed without rifique; of which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fidr- 
mifhes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopauhow, who 
might have joined them, no longer left any appreheufions. The 
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed Ifloof *s detachment, and the whole body were to pafs 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to allift Kiftnarow in ravaging 
the French diftri&s in the way. They fet out together on the 26th 
of April: the detachment with Mahomed Ifi'oof was fix companies 
of Sepoys, 60 of the horfe, and fix of the European gunners he 
brought with him, and two field-pieces: the Tanjorines were 300 
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 colleries. After the 
fir ft day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
they would not expofe themfelves to the rifque .of pa fifing through 
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1759* the enemy’s diftrkfts, nor of crofting the Coleroon near them. Ma- 
v —v—' homed Ifioof, impatient to arrive at his defoliation, yielded to, if 

he did not fuggeft, their repugnance, -and con fen ted to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the freight road to the 
fouth, and foiking to the weft, palled by Arnee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles fouth of Velore: then continuing 
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort 
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
curiion to Trivadi. TheTanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the 
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops : but Mahomed Iftoof’s detachment marched 
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
14th ; and, on the 16th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he con¬ 
tinued his march to Madura. 

Nothing could tefofy more confidence than the difmiffion of 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their diftreffes 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr. Lally from trufting their good¬ 
will in atftion, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this- 
purpofe, lie went to Arcot, and, having detetfted various frauds in- 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftrkfts, 
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received 10,000 from Mortizally 
of Velore, with the promife of fome provifions, to refrain from* 
inolefting his domain. But before he had procured thefe aids, he 
received news, that the Englifh fquadron, conlifting of nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates-, had arrived on the 28th of April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay, Their appearance, whilft the French 
army was at fuch a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karieal, and* 
even Pondicherry itfelf; but not Mr. Lally, who-, on the contrary, 
thought it requifte to fhew better countenance, and, having finis¬ 
hed immediate wants with the' money he had obtained, marched 
on the 6th of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, and en¬ 
camped 
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s Choultry, feven miles to the 
weft of Conjeveram. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two 
armies were in fight of each other. 

An exchange of priloners had been fome time before agreed on, 
and ioo of thofe taken at Fort. St. David arrived at Chinglapett 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on three fucceftive days, from the 12th to the 
15th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain *, but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money 
and provifons which Mr. Lally bad lately procured Were nearly ex- 
haufted, and the loldiery renewed their complaints, which moll of 
the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little felicitous 
to rep refs. Knowing their difeontent, he would not venture the 
battle he otherwifq wifhed, (for he was always brave and Impetuous, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how far 
their prejudices might influence their duty: and made feveral mo¬ 
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that, 
in their prelent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his 
command. The Englifh army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
furprized to fee the whole of the French quitting their encamp¬ 
ment on the 15th, and in March towards Trivatore. From hence 
they were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400 
with the field artillery to Vandiwafh; 1200, with 100 European 
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Daily likewife went, 
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refoved not to meet the Englilh again in force, until the arrival of 
the French fquadron, which was daily expefted with reinforcements. 
On the 2,8th, the Engliih army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapett, Cohjeveram, Tri-Petmadore, and Muflewack, which, 
with the forts of Pondamalee and Tripafibre, formed a barrier from 
the river Paliar to Pnlicate. The French had fome time before 
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town 
to the Dutch. 

Thus ended this campaign, after it had lulled 100 days, during 
which of 8 or 10,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the 
principal objeft of both Tides was to p rot eft their refpeftive territory, 
and not to rifque an engagement without pofitive advantage, which, 
neither gave. 

Mr. Lally carried with him to Pondichery more refentment than 
ever again!! the governor, the council, and all who were employed 
in the civil adminiftration of the company’s affairs; imputing to 
their malverfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob- 
ftrufted the fuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledged, received 
prefents from the renters of all the did rifts, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infilled on remiffions in the terms of their Ieafes: and 
whild the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its ifliies he infilled were fquandered with equal prodiga¬ 
lity, hecaufe the council and their dependants held lhares in all the 
lupplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some¬ 
thing of thefe accillations might be true ; but Mr. De Leyrit, the 
governor, was a man of dillinguilhed moderation and equity ; and 
Other members of the council were like wife men of worth, Superior 
to fuch p raft ices; but all who were not, Iheltered their own cha- 
rafters under the public dilbelief of the calumnies again ft thole who 
were guiltlefs of the delinquencies imputed to them : and all know¬ 
ing Mr. Lally’s averlion to Mr. Bully, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry lince the fiege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
perfoji and char after, and continually expreffed their regrets at the 
indifcretion of the miniftry in France appointing Mr. Lally to the 
2 fupreme 
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to 
have employed an officer of fuch approved and iuccefsful fervices as 
Mr. Buffy. 

As foon as the -main body of the French army arrived at Pondi¬ 
cherry, 60 Europeans were Cent to Karical; again ft which place, 
from its diftance and Situation on the fea-fhore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng- 
lifh fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expected from the 
adjacent di ft rids; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to lend three 
companies of Sepoys, under the command of Hun ter man, the fer- 
jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the 
French party; which thereupon returned to Trivadi: where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were {Lengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huflars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were like wife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French did:rids: when, by forced marches they fuddenly in¬ 
verted Elavanafore on the 5th of July ; and took it by affault on the 
nth, Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance of the place, which proteded all the diftrids fouthward 
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort 
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by 1000 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied lince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, 
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries, 
which he expeded would have been left to his management. Kift¬ 
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard*s detachment, came out 
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys, in the night of- 
the 12th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant 
Hunterman, with the reft of the three companies of Sepoys he had 
brought, and what foot Kiftnarow ufttally kept in Thiagar, re¬ 
mained to defend it, until his return with the reinforcement. At 
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•break of day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made a forced 
march in the m^ht from Elavanafore, appedied before the pettah at 
the bottom of the rock, and inverting it on every fide on the plain, 
brought two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the north and 
Couth, and difpofed two parties to elcalade in other places. The 
fio-ht was every where fharp ; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
rtill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the paflage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loft one third of his Sepoys ; but the enemy 
more, having 200 of theirs, and thirty Europeans, killed and wound¬ 
ed. They had fcarcely difpofed their guards, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Raiiiard and Kiftnarow were 
approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which, Fumel, with 
the impetuofity of his nation on fuccefs, marched out with moft of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces; and met the Engllfh, who 
were advancing fart on the plain within two miles from the fort. 
Halliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood; 
and, inftead of coming on as Raiiiard expe&ed, waited till their 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na¬ 
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral; on which the whole of 
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Rai¬ 
iiard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy’s ; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command ; 
againft -whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to 
the pufh of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of the Englifh 
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the, ftores 
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a fafe ftation to fecure 
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as faft as they 
could, thinking they fhould be covered by the reft of the infantry ; 
who, confufed by thefe various appearances of terror in others, took 
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panic themfflves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 
their breafts ; and all inftantly fell under the fab res of their black 
cavalry* meanwhile the exhortations of Railiard and Kiftnarpw were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tritchinopoly. All the Europeans were killed, or made prl— 
foners: all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuff red more,, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them, 
got back to Tritchinopoly^ Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry; Railiard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his 
piftols at the firft he met, ; and then galloped out of their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of addon ; his 
head and breaft brutled with violent ffrokes of his piffol, under which 
he is fuppofod, as he had neither cartridges nor fword, to have ex¬ 
pired, and to have infli&ed this fevere, but needlefs execution on 
hirafelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, ref rifted* which 
obliged them to fend toChittapet and Vandiwafh, for three mortars, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni¬ 
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the whole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifh 
Sepoys ; all being permitted to march away with their arms, their 
perfons without learch, their baggage on oxen, and under an effort 
of French troops to the diftance they chofe : the artillery only ex¬ 
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with- an en- 
fign’s com million. 

Nothing of confequcnce had paffed between the two armies fince 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of fmall: 
parties to drive off cattle, of which the Enghffi collected'5 or 6000.. 
The French garrifon in the fort of Arcot confifted of 60 Europeans - 
and fix companies of Sepoys ; and being as ill paid as the reft of the 
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Monfon, prpferiug 
to deliver up the fort for a reward in money. At the fame time, the 
Kellidar of Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans,, and he 
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of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti- 
mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the pufchaie; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al¬ 
though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu¬ 
tion approached, confefied that they could not fucceed ; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwafh, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
their march flopped the bargain with Covrepauk. 

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 15 miles diflant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
iedl to a greater called the Mad aver, with whofe affiftance he raifed 
forces, moflly Inch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
might of the 30th of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri- 
petty, got pofleffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign 
Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town. 
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning ; and, after flrirmifliing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lofs of 20 men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes ftill kept 
pofleffion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was.rein¬ 
forced by the prefidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys, 
15 Europeans, and a fmall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
the better cafts, are permitted to afcend the hill on which the pagoda 
ilands ; for the B ram ins pretend, that if the fummit fbould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the re- 
iniffion of fins would be loft, until reftored by an immenfe purification. 
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the prefidency were 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various cafts of Indians, fo 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to the 
jfiflwdl: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter 
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neverthelefs, with the 80 Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof- 
feffion of the pagoda, and was repul fed with lofs; but the blood filed 
in the attack did not nnfanftify the pagoda. 

In the latter part of June, three of the ufilial fhips arrived from 
England, with 200 recruits, fcnt by the Company ; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king's 
fervice, were coming hi other fhips, under the command of .Lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com¬ 
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal; but with permiffion to 
Bop and ferve with‘his regiment, if more neceflary, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfaftion arifing from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Directors ; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of 
Plafly, and by reprefen tat ions of its fufficiency to fupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to fend no more treafure to any of them 
until the year 1760 ; but for every reafon tills intelligence was kept 
within the council. 

At this time likewife, 200 Englifh prifoners were received from 
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed 
at Tritchinopoly ; but more than one half of the Englifh were Tea¬ 
men, taken in the frigates Branded at St. David’s, and other veffels; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz¬ 
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objects they had been 
obliged to negleft, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs: and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the'beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of 
Tanjore. 

Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many 
of the French prifoners as they could guard from Mafulipatam. 
As the fea was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on 
the road by ioohorfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore, They arrived at 
Vol. II. T t t Mafulipatam 
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Mafulipatam on the ill of June; and on the 15th began their march- 
back with 200 of the prifoners; but on the 3d day were recalled by. 
Colonel Forde, in confequenee of intelligence which threatened 
their farther progrefs with danger. 

The Subali Salabadjing, on his.return from Mafulipatam, halted 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a- negotiation-with 
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Niza orally 
to the fame extenfrve powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehenhons of Mr. Bully* and the mortal 
hatred of both, to each other, in the beginning of the preced¬ 
ing year. This revolution in the- admin iFration deprived, Baf- 
faulet Jung, the other brother, of all his power ; which had'been con- 
liderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala¬ 
badjing. He therefore marched, away in feeming difguF with his 
brothers ; but with mcF again 11 the ableF; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They were 
200 Europeans, and tire 2000 Sepoys- under tire command of Zul- 
facar Jung : his own were 1500 good liorfe,. and 5000 foot of. va,- 
rious forts, with a train of heavy artillery. They recroffed the 
Kriflna, limrmoning acknowledgements, and plundering the coun¬ 
try ; and: when Bonjour*S detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam, 
were arrived at Condavire, within 50 miles of the road of Iris march. 
From hence, Baflaulut Jung, and his principal officers, r -fent. forward 
threatening letters-to Nazcabulla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Folygars, as well as all the lefler ones along the Pennar, ordering 
them to account for their Fiares of the tribute, with the arrears, due 
to the throne through tire officiality of the Subah of the Decan, 
by whom Baffimlet Jung pretended he was comnriFioned to call them 
to account ; and, as a more effectual terror, gave out, that he fhould 
pafs through their countries, in order to join tire French at Arcot. 
The File of his letters, and Fill more Iris approach, had deterred 
Nazeabulla,, as well as the northern Folygars,. from giving any affif- 
tanee to the Englifh in recovering the mountain of Tripetti; 
although all applied to Madrafs for affiFance to defend theml'elves. 
This conFernation was Frong, when the renter was repulfed in the 

attack. 
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‘attack of the mountain; and, on tiie news of his ill fuccefs, 200 
of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were fent from 
the army at Conjeveram to Tripaflore, where they would be in 
rcadinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or 
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was fcarcely arrived at Tripaflbre, when the presidency received intelli¬ 
gence from EnJign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys, 
and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauflry, were marching round 
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; which 
if they fhould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September 
would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, relifted by French 
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whereas, in the pre- 
fent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofiefiion of the mountain, and the 
Englifh of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, excepting 
by a compromile. The importance of this object, and of the other 
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidcncy to fend Major 
Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 30a Sepoys. They arrived at 
Tripetti on the 8th of July ; but, as before, tire reinforcement of 
Sepoys furnifhed few of the right fort to attack the mountain. Cal¬ 
liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies of 
Sepoys, and tw'o guns, again ft Carcambaddv, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
fkulking attacks, -although of no contemptible calf, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets' 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced die firft barrier. At the feeond, Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, 
and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and 
feveral of his men, after which' the* detachment met no farther refif- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
hi the afternoon at the Polvgar’s town ; which they found abandoned, 
burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much difeouraged, as the renter’s people 
were elated by this fuceefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who, 
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain 
Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 
enemy, after fkirmiffiing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take fhelter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of. the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French party 
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 18th with all 
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with Wilcox. 

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti* 
and the report aro-fe from the plundering excurfipn of fame Sepoys, 
and horfe in the fkirts of Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Nevei tliclels the 
advices were fo Entirely credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton, 
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfon 
to move the army from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to- 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to d iff refs. I hey 

marched on the 5 th ; and on the 7 th in the morning appeared be¬ 
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 1 3 pounders. This fort is 
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form, than his own expectation of the anfwer he received, which 
was, that, if the garrlfon, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers 
with their effeas, the gate ffiould be immediately delivered : the ca¬ 
pitulation was trailfafted and concluded in lefs than an hour. his 
eafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrifon of Arcot would not make all the defence they 
might; and as thefituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the 9th.. The garrilon ffiewed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo i'uperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the English army were fu.pplied with a train - 
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part of the French army 
might arrive from their different eantonments to the relief of Arcot 
and for this reafon. Major Monfon, before lie received the orders of 
2 the 
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the presidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro¬ 
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re¬ 
venues of the country between thefe two Stations. 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, nioStly at 
Negapatam, where they were plentifully Supplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who cauled them to be 
driven to the Sea-coaSt, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjore. 
In the end of June, a Danish veflel arriving at Trauquebar, reported, 
that t 2 fail of French Ships were in the bay of Trincanoraaly in 
Ceylon ; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French Ships. Mr. 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n.e. headland of 
the iSland, which all veflels coming to the coaSt of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this Station, met five of the 
expended Ships from England, with the fir ft division of Coote’s regi¬ 
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega¬ 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provisions and Stores 
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out. The 
presidency received advices of their arrival on the 5 th of AuguSt, and 
notwithstanding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on Shore, requested Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
Serve with him in the expected engagement with the French fqua¬ 
dron. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go¬ 
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the EaSt-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal ; and on the 
8 th fix Ships arrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. They had on board 500 European foluiers, and 
1500 disciplined Malays, with abundance of military Stores. Various 
reports and conjeftures. were formed of the destination of this force. 
The Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re¬ 
inforce their garrifons on the coaSt; and their unavowed emiflaries 
reported, that the whole were to aft as auxiliaries to the English 
againSt the French on the CoaSt of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke knew 

how 
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how much the military force in Bengal had been dimmiftied by the 
expedition to Mafullpatam, and might 1 ‘uffer by the ufual mortality of 
the climate ; and reafoning from the antipathy of the "Dutch govern¬ 
ment to the great fuceeffes and power which die Englifh had lately ac¬ 
quired in'Bengal, fufpefled-tbat the armament he law was principaliy 
intended to reduce their influence in that country; and, with the 
fpirit of coniiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on all occafions diftinguifhed his command, 
lent all the troops to Mad refs, recommending, that a part of them 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed 
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrelhed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco¬ 
vered from hisillnefs, again took the command. 

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Polygav of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
laver’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enfign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled tiie whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path ; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, where they expected no refiftance, met the 
mod, by a continual Are from the thickets round, Wilcox never- 
thelefs pcriifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mu ike t- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley, and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly; fothat thelofswas only three 
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded. 

The French party of Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerahze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10 miles N. w. of Arcot, waiting, an opportunity of renew¬ 
ing their incurflon ; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by- 
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
fled at the drd fire, leaving 70 mulkets, and r 7 horfes, and the Se¬ 
poys remained to guard the neared: pad leading from Lallapet into 
Bomerauze’s country. 
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Baftaulet Jung, with his army, had,'in this while, continued his 
march from Condavir to the fouth, and, having pafled Ongole, at¬ 
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Neiore 
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla- 
- Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependance. This fuccefs encreafed 
die fright of all the three potygars, and of Nazeabulla in Neiore; 
and all renewed their applications to Madrafs for immediate affifi¬ 
ance, and the Tripetty renter was flilly perfuaded, that Baflaulet Jung- 
intended to get pofleffion of the pagoda, before the great feafl, which 
begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 20,000].; 
and it was known, that Baflaulet Jung was in flridt correspondence 
with Pondicherry. 

To thefe alarms on the north of the province, were added others 
in the fouth. The detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats 
and meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60,000. rupees; 
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
freights of Utatoor. It was then reported, thatEurnel intended to 
advance with the whole, and take pofleffion. of the ifland of Serin g- 
ham, which would give them, all the country between Thiagar and 
Tritchinopoly. This detachment could not be oppofed in time 
from Madrafs; becauie tire interjacent country was under 
the enemy’s garrifons; and whatfoever troops might be feat 
from hence, proceeding half way by fea againft the moufoon, and 
then through, the country, of Tanjore, would not enter into adtion 
in lefs than fix weeks, and.then, if fuccelsful,. would be out of the 
reach of recall. Tritchinopoly was the nearefl flation to make head 
againft; them; but the whole garrifon would not, in the field, have 
been equal to the force with Fumel. 

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities,, the diftrefies and 
difeontent of the French army had' continued as urgent as ever, even 
after the expence of the campaign was diminifhed by. their retreat 
into quarters. In the beginning of Auguft, the whole of Tally’s re¬ 
giment, excepting the ieijeants and corporals, and 50 of the iol- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of the fort of Chittapet,. declar¬ 
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
7 received 
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received their pay, of which many months was in arrears. Their 
officers, by fumifhing their own money, and engaging their honour 
for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the 
country : but this defection, which the caufe exempted from rigorous 
punifhment, fhook the difcipline of the whole army. 

From this view of circumftances, the Prelidency of Madrafs re- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
diminifh the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in 
the center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng¬ 
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouth ward; and determined to 
employ this advantage immediately again ft Vandtwafh, the mod im¬ 
portant of the enemy’s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
ftores neceflaiy for the attack, were feat to Chinglapett; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve- 
ram, arrived the Revenge, on the night of the 10th of September, 
with important intelligence from the iquadron. 

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervice of all their maffoolah boats, would fpare 
hone to water the Engliffi fhips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with the fquadron for Tri neon am alee, where com¬ 
mon boats can ply to the fhore. They anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for¬ 
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d of September, at 
ten in the morning, -fome fhips were difeovered to the s. E. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expedled enemy. The 
Englifh fquadron weighed immediately, and could not get within 
cannon-ihot of them by fun-fet; but perceived that the number and 
ftrength of the Hups greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year before. 

Mr. D’Ache having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Me of France, 
and found in the port a reinforcement of three men of war, under 
the command of Mr. D’Eguille, an officer of experience and reputa¬ 
tion, 
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tion. Several of the Company’s veffels, but none of force, for enough 
had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France. The crews 
of all thefe flips amounted to 5500 men, and all the provifions 
which could be collected in the ifles, or even drawn from Mada- 
gafcar, with the fupplies fent from Europe, were mfuffident to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this dill refs, 
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men of war, 
with eight of the Company’s flips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to 
pur chafe provifions fufficient for the fquadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would he fupported without 
breaking in upon the general frock. Thefe flips arrived off the Cape 
in the beginning of January; and two of them had the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englifh Eaft-India flip, dif- 
patched from Madrafs in September. They purchafed, but at a vaff 
expence, a great quantity of meat, grain, and wine, and returned to 
the Ifle of France in April, and May; after which, the ftrength of 
four of the Company’s fighting Chips, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full fcale of their conftruttion. Thefe alterations, and other 
equipmments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the 17th 
of July- They went firf to the tfie of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point," in the ifland of Madagafcar, to take in feme rice, and other 
provifions, which had been procured there; and on the 30th of 
Auguft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
of Trinconomaly ; where they received intelligence of the Englifi 
fquadron, and two days after came in fight of them off Point Pedras. 
The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dis¬ 
tances from the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whilft feeking each other when out of fight, 
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the 10th of 
September, when they again fell in With one another off Fort St. 
David. The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line of 
battle a-head, their heads to the Eaft. The Englifh having the 
wind came down a-breafl, and at two in the afternoon were within 
Vol. II. U u u g un - 
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gun-fliot, when each fliip edged to get into their Nations alongfide of 
their allotted antagonifts. 

The Engtifh fquadron confided of nine fliips of the line, attended 
by a frigate, the Queenfborough, two of the Company’s Blips, 
and the Protector converted to a fire-fliip. The French were 11 fail 
of the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappeiut- 
ment in working, prevented the Englifli from forming their line 
with as much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, 
drawn up in order of battle. 

The French line was- led by the Adif of 64, one of the King’s 
Blips* She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the Routed; Blip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40 
Englifli; then Rood three of the Company’s ihips, the Due d’Oi-leans 
of 74, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. M. D’Ache, in the Zodiaque, hoiRed his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74: the four 
others of the rear-divifion were the Due de Bourgogne of 54, the 
11 tuAre of 64, the Fortunee of the fame rate as the Uluftre, and 
the Centaur of 68; of which only the IlluRre was a King’s Blip. The 
Elizabeth of 64 led the Englifli line, followed by the Newcaftle of 
40, tlieTygerof 60, and the Grafton of 68, in which was Rear-Ad¬ 
miral Stevens 1 thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmouth of 66, was in the center, followed by the Cumberland 
now mounting only 58, the Salisbury of 5,0, the Sunderland of 60, 
and the Weymouth of 60 clofed the rear. The total battery of the 
French fquadron exceeded the Englifli by 174 guns, and confequently 
bv 87 in ad ion* 

The Grafton was the firR fbipup, and whilfl prefentingher broad- 
fide fell a-bread of the Zodiaque, whom. Mr. Pococke, as, in the 
two engagements of the lad year, intended to referve for himfelf. 
M. D’Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began 
to fire on the Grafton, the fird Riot at 15 minutes after two; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 
1 ‘ appear 
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near 759 * 
and ranged ngainfl the Comte dc Provence. The firing then be- s ept<;mLlcr , 
came general through both lines ; but the Sunderland, the lafl but 
one of the Englifll line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the 
weakefl Blip, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Illuflre, and 
fuflained likewife the fire of the Fortunee behind, which the Sun¬ 
derland fliould have taken up, at leaf! in this Bate of the adion : 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 15 minutes the 
fall of the Salilbury’s main topgallant, and then her forefail, obliged 
her to quit tire line ; but by this time, the Sunderland ihooting a- 
head, engaged the Illuflre. The three Blips of the Englilh van, 
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order, 
into their Bat ions, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, -the A&if, 
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the 
crew from the" batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her exceflively, and foon drove her out of the line 
to extinguilh the fire: the Elizabeth Bill edging down upon 
her, was Bopped by the Minotaur Barting forward; which obliged 
her* to haul her wind again, and this operation Biot her beyond the 
line of a£Hon. The NewcaBle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been 
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the NewcaBle, by 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next Blips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoB violence for 70 minutes ; when 
neither the NewcaBle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on 
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two Blips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur ; and her broad-fide, 
as Bie was palling on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In the 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuflre, was hkewife 
attacked by her follower,- the Fortunee; and m ten minutes, 
before flie had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and her 
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hen cl-braces being like wife fhot a way, her foretop-fail fwung a-back, 
which made her fall a-ftern of both her antagonists. At tea mi¬ 
nutes paft three the Count de Provence, which had hood the Yar¬ 
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
lifbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The Wey¬ 
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-ftern in the 
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salisbury came again into the engage¬ 
ment ; and-, on the French fide, the Illuftre, feeing the two fhips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, , the only 
fhips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orleans again ft the 
Grafton, the Zodiaque againft the Yarmouth, die Illuftre againft 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunee and Centaur againft the Sa- 
lifbury and Sunderland. 1'he pilot of the Zodiaque feeing-, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D’Ache was running to 
correct him, a grape fhot carried off the flefh of his thigh, to the 
lione; he fell fenlelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or ft nick 
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before ; and the officer who took the command after Mr. 
D’Ache fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the comrades which had al¬ 
ready left the line. The Centaur, Illuftre, and Minotaur, think¬ 
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and let fail 
to accompany him. The Englilh fhips 1H11 in afition endeavoured to 
follow them, but were loon left out of gun-fhot, and all firing 
eeafied at ten minutes after four. 

In this engagement the rear diviiion fullered much lefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in die Sunderland 
ahead of her, the whole lofs was only two men killed; never? 
chelefs the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuftered as 
much in her mafts and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
other fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Survtlle the elder, was killed; The SaUfburv had 16 

killed, 


Book XI. The Squadrons. 515 

killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 30; the Yar- *759* 

mouth 10, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37 ; the Tiger, which ' u ' 

fufFered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and 

65. The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and 

369 wounded. In the Newcaflife, the captain, Michie, an officer 

of diftinguilhed- gallantry, was killed ; as were Mr. Jaction, the 

hr ft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 

marines in the Elizabeth, and the matter of the Yarmouth. Brere-' 

ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the fb- 

cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury, 

were wounded. None of the Englifh fhips, after the engagement, 

could let half their fail; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken. 

into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs of the 

French crews was fup poled to be equal; but when they went away 

together at fun-ibt, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails.- 

The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French 
lquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre¬ 
dden cy of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re- 
folved to make on Vandhvalh ; but to fend a part of their troops to 
Tripaflore to fupport that part of the country againft Bafiaulut Jung 
But no arguments could prevail on Major Breretou to delift from 
the enterprize, from which he expected to acquire diftinguilhed 
honour; and the prefidency, unwilling to check Ins ardour, re¬ 
frained from giving him pofitive orders to detift. 

Heavy rains had rendered the. roads and rivers impaflable until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram ; it had 
been reinforced with 40 men from Chinglapett, under the command 
of Prefton, and with 100, of 1 58 releafed prifoners, which had arrived; 
at this garrilon on the nth from Pondicherry, The whole force w*s 
1500 Europeans, 80 Coffres, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry; 100 Eu¬ 
ropean, and 700 black cavalry ; 10 field-pieces, and two eighteen- 
pounders : and two more eighteen pounders were to join from Ching¬ 
lapett. 

On the 27th in the morning, the horfe before the line, when 
within three miles of Trivatore, fell in with 50 of the French huf- 

fars,„ 
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fars, who flood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed, 
and eight, with’ an officer, taken prifoncrs : in the afternoon, the 
garrifon of Trivatore, which confided only of a captain and 22 
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firft fummons. 
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them; and at midnight, the enemy moved oft, and returned to 
Vandiwafh ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notwithftending the flri&nefs of his alliance, was very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome of their 
gunners ; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com¬ 
pel him. The Englifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the N. w. of the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither 
their observations, nor the enquiries of fpies, dilcovered the real flatc 
of the enemy’s force. 

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of 
Augufl, the French drew the greatefl part of their Europeans from 
the garrilbns of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot 
impracticable, returned to Conjeveram: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the 
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons ; which 
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwafh to 600; 
but the whole of the European cavalry, who were 300, went with 
them. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. LalJy to recall the 
detachment' to the fouthward with Vifcount Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah; but Fumel, not having levied the con¬ 
tribution he expeCted, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Moh- 
fon’s retreat, was permitted to perfifl, and had time to finifh. 

During 
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During the delay between the fir ft refolution, and the prefent 1759- 
motion of the Englifh army to attack Vandiwafli, the government 
of Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the in¬ 
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men 
from the adjacent garrifons. They likewife again recalled Fumel, 
and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry, 
from-whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwafli, 
and, as it was reported, under the command of Mr. Bufty. Major 
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no 
information that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at 
Vandiwafli; and thus computing the whole number affembled there, 
including the cavalry, inllead of 1300, to be only 900 Europeans, to' 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time fhould be loft 
before the arrival of the detachment they expected from Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in their quarters on the night of the 
29th, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwafh. 

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., the s., 
and. the e. the w. at 150, the s-. at 220, and the e. at the diftance 
of 1 70 yards. The fouth pettah contained the houfes of the more 
opulent inhabitants, and was incloled on the E. s. and w. by a 
mud rampart, which on the s. fide had circular projections to ferve as 
baftions ; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that the 
guns of the fort might preferve their command on the ftreets and 
houfes. The pettah to the eaft commenced oppofite to the N. E. angle, 
and extending 6$o yards, covered the eaft fide of the fort, of the ef¬ 
planade, and of the pettah to the fouth. The weftern pettah ex-- 
tended only along the breadth of the efplanade to the fouth ; it had 
for fome time been abandoned, and was in ruins, and moft of the 
natives, on the-approach of the Englifh army, had quitted their ha¬ 
bitations in the other two. The French cavalry lay in the caftern 
pettah. Their infantry were under fheds and tents in the covered 
way and on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on 
the ramparts of the fouth pettah j but none as they ought, in the: 
ruined pettah to the weft. 


A thoufand. 
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A thoufand Europeans, including a company of 80 Coftrees, and 
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack ; they were 
divided into three divilions; the firft led by Major Monfon, was to 
aftiiult the fouth face of the fouth pettali, and having entered, were to 
advance through theftreets to die elplanade, where the main body of the 
French troops were lying; who at the fame time were to be attacked 
on the right by the fecund divifion, advancing out of the pettali to 
the weft : this divifion! was commanded by Major Robert Gordon. 
The third Major Brereton commanded him fell, as the referve for 
occafions, and they took poft under a ridge which runs parallel to 
the weft face of the fouth pettah, hut farther back on the plain than 
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black 
horfe were to halt a mile in the rear of Brereton’s. The reft of 
die troops-were left to guard the camp. Mbnfbri’s divifion confifted 
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were in the 
army, and they had one_ company of Sepoys as attendants: Gordon’s 
were 200 Europeans, and 80 Coftrees : B rereton’s 360 Europeans 
and 500 Sepoys, Each of the three divilions had two excellent brafs 
fix-pounders. 

The pettah to the South has three principal ftreets, which iu- 
teriect it inrirely fir dpi north to iouth, and leveral others in the 
fame direction, of fihorter extent; nor are any of the crofs-ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other, 
and lame ot them are only ftiort communications between the 
ftieets in the other direction ; lo that many dodging advantages 
plight be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter- 
ftaions. At two in the morning, the head of Mon foil’s divifion 
approached towards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and 
\vcie challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys advanced 011 
the plain to look out; on which the guards on the ramparts began 
to rue. The gateway was in a return ofi the rampart from the left, 
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, fc 
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at tire head of the 
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yards, without 
being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which 
1 with 
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with the uncertainty and delay of their effect m the dark, defer- 
mined Colonel Monfhn to try the Wall sat once. Tt had neither ditch 
nor pnlli'fade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to fcramble up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let in the main body of the divifion. The gate' entered 
upon the principal flreet of the three which leads through the pettah 
to the efplanade ; and the other two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
between the wall-and the habitations, which was broad ; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each of the frreets; but the two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. All the three 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as poflible on the fame 
parallel, the two outer columns fending finall parties into the crofs 
flreets on their outward flanks to di fledge the enemy from whatibever 
polls their fire came, which, although not flrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral ; but the greatcfl annoyance was from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center 
flreet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces, 
with the center column. Firing had been heard on the ground al¬ 
lotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and a half 
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, where 
to their furprize they met no farther reli fiance; and difappointed 
of the affiftance they expected from Gordon’s divifion, it was re- 
folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a 
barricade at the head of the center-flreet, which for want of proper 
tools was very inlufficienf ly performed. Their lofs hitherto was not 
ten killed and Wounded. 

A Iky rocket Was the figual for Gordon’s divifion to advance from 
the wefforn pettah, and it was Bred as foon as Monfon’s had entered 
the louthern. The troops of Gordon’s had, for fear of dllcovery, 
kept on the'fide of the pettah farthefl from the efplanade, but Prei- 
ton and two or three more officers had examined the flreets, which 
and beyond on the efplanade, where they found 
X x x the 
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the ground rugged, and interrupted with Boughs and Branding water. 
But Gordon not having acquired any diBinCt ideas from their report, 
boggled, and was confufed in the orders he gave.. At length it was 
under Brood, that the troops, as foon as they had palled through the 
pettah, were to form on the efplanade in divifions, which would be 
15 in front.. The feleCt picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon 
through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon himfelf was to 
march at. the head of the main body, but he was not to be 
found when it was ranging on tine efplanade ; and PreBon, his fecond, 
not knowing, the motives of his abfence, would not venture to take 
his pod ; and thus the whole were Bopped, waiting his return. The 
picquet marched with, recovered arms, and without dropping a foot, 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the 
rampart had a Ihouldeiyon which were mounted two pieces of cannon, 
which by the direction of the Breets could not.be turned to any fer* 
vice in the fight behind them ; and it ihould feem that the enemy 
had difoovered the fituation and intention of Gordon’s attack, for a 
confiderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fome on the 
rampart, and others at the edge of the houfes below ; who, as foon 
as tile picquet were within a few yards, fuddenly threw a number 
of blue lights, which discovered them intirely, and were in Ban tly 
followed by a Broug running fire of mulketry, and the di(charge of 
the two pieces of cannon ; but the whole, of the execution was 
from the mulketry, for as the picquet was almoB under the. rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and Bred over their heads; 
Douefpe returned the fire with disparity of fituation, and greater of 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with¬ 
out hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the di- 
vifion, efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to 
anfwer the two guns on the rampart. But his expectations of farther 
fupport were vain. The (hot of the two guns from the rampart fell near 
the main body whilfi forming, and fome mulketry fired upon them 
from the covered way of the fort, oil which the 80 coffrees all rail 
7 back 
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back into the' pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Euro- * 75 ?" 
peans not led on, and having nothing cffe&ual to fire upon, loon s ^Tjj^ r 
broke and went ofF likewife, leaving' the picquet, and the field- 
pieees ftUl engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran fingly to 
them, and brought them back to the pettah, where they joined the 
officers deferred by all the reft of the troops : but the artillery¬ 
men, animated by the well-known refolutlon of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, {till flood by him and their guns. The fugitives 
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifion 
with Brereton, who on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impulfe 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body: 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in the army; fo that 
this example carried little influence, and left none to exhorta¬ 
tion, and verv few obeyed his call; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte¬ 
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufti, which would 
cafily have taken them ; but Brereton, fenfible of the rilk to which 
they were expofed, ordered him to draw them off into tne pettah, 
from whence they joined the relerve at the ridge. Thus all were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, where Gordon 
with four or five of the fugitives foon after appeared, coming in 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion had entered. 

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced aim enciealed 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kellidar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon’s divilion had ad¬ 
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on the efplanade, their fire was 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, irora 
the field-pieces at 100 yards. The return was from the two 
field-pieces at the head of the center-ftreet, and from platoons of 
rouiketry in the other two. The difparity was fevere, and could 
n«t be long maintained. The officers ordered the men not employ- 
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ed, to take flicker under the fheds projeffcing before the walls of the 
houfes in the enfiladed ftreets; the fheds, as in the other towns of 
Coromandel, were feparated from each other by partitions of brick or 
mud : home withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind. 
Neverthelefs, all who appeared were fo exceffively galled, that it was 
ncceflary to retreat; but from the continual hope of fupport from 
the two divisions without, Major Monfon wifhed not to quit the 
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
flreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the la ft ends upon 
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been polled, and the wound¬ 
ed were flickered andferved. The columns were ordered to retire into this 
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
could do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets; and if they advanced along them, would be 
expoied in deep columns. Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and prefling to decide before the Englifh troops fhould he reinforced 
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great 
fpirit and activity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed; on 
which they lent off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad¬ 
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda 
towards this end of the crofs-ftreets : which the guard immediately- 
abandoned, leaving fome of the wounded in the pagoda; having fe- 
cured this ftation, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line 
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Monfon’s 
divifion,againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with 
encreafmg vivacity: and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
of the divifion was difabled : on which the men began to Iofe courage,, 
and Monfon conlulting his fecond, Major Calliaud, they refolved to 
retreat and take poft againft the fouthern wall of the pettah. The 
grenadiers of one of the Company’s battalions were to halt near the 
^ gateway* 
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gateway, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 1759. 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inftead of 
calling after them, followed, and rumiing beyond, flopped fuddenly eptem er ' 
before them, and cried, “ Halt.” The inftinCt of difeipline pre¬ 
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him at the gate, and, in the mid ft of much vexation, thanked him 
with much cordiality ; but laid, that the whole body, ft ill clofely 
prefled by the enemy, were faultermg too faft to be t-rufted any 
longer; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifque 
their going off in confufion of their own accord. The exhortations 
of their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se¬ 
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif¬ 
teen prifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not 
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the 
wall: about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divhions, . 
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them; at the fame time, they faw 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap- - 
proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained in ex¬ 
pectation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from 
want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture to attack after - 
Bvereton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, where Brere¬ 
ton’s divition had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, .without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the imme¬ 
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants.Minns and . 

Eatour were the only officers; but, it was fuppofed, that 70 rank 
and file were killed ; and that of this number, 50 fell in the pettah. . 

The cage me fs of performing fomediftinguifhed lcrvice before Colonel 
Coote fhould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the army, 
urged Colonel Brereton to make this attack, which was much 
more hardy than judicious, even if the enemy had not been re¬ 
inforced,'. 
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in forced. However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
of the body which luftained the greateft part of the lofs, rather 
encreafed than diminifhed the confidence of the army. The enemy 
inhered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainvtlle, who 
commanded again ft Lawrence at Tritcliinopoly, juft before the truce 
in 1754, and two Captains, were killed. 

The two fquadrons anchored on the 1 ith, the day after they had en¬ 
gaged each other; theEnglifh in the road of Negdpatam, the French 4 
leagues farther to the fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again on the 13 th; and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The fhips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies 
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amount¬ 
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. The troops were only i 3 o 
men. Mr. D’Ache would not go afhore, and fignified his inten¬ 
tion of failing immediately for the iHands. The feafon, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his fhips more hurt than 
the Englifh ; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh to join 
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
in the morning of the 19th, Mr, D’Ache made the fignal for weigh¬ 
ing, and all the fhips loofed their top-fails. 

The fupplies they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants 
and hopes of the colony, that difappointment appeared in every 
face; but the fight of the fhips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread univerfa! eonfternation, and excited the utmoft 
indignation; All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
even the clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed themfelves into a national council ; which unanimoufly de¬ 
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce 
the moft detrimental confequences to the interefts of the ftatc, as 
holding out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac¬ 
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en¬ 
gagement, and could not ftand another; and that they utterly de¬ 
fy aired 
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(paired of everything on (hore. In confequence of this deliberation, 
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Ache refponfible 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the King and miniftry, and demand public juftice of 
his conduct. The (hip Due d’Orleans was by fome accident de¬ 
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com¬ 
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Ache, and a 
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve- 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’Orleans joined them. Mr. 
D’Ache immediately held a general council of his captains, and 
on the 22d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry; and came 
alhore to confult with Mr. Daily and the government. On the 25th, 
in the morning, the Englifh fquadron, coming from Ncgapatam, 
appeared (landing in line of battle Into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. All the French (hips weighed, but 
bawled the wind clofe, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
fh'ft diftance from the Englifh, which they had it in their power to- 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable: to get up to 
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courfe,.. and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D’Ache hill 
infifled on returning as foon as poflible to the i(lands ; and the go¬ 
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar¬ 
ture, on condition that he (hould leave all the Coftrees ferving in the 
fquadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or 
marines ; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
30th of September. Mr. Lally, with his ufual fpleen,. called the Eu¬ 
ropeans the (hum of the fea ; and, indeed, mod of them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the 
regular troops kept the field.. 

The animofity of Mr. Lally to Mr, Bully had continued, without 
remiffioLi : he even employed his emiftaries to perfuade Mr. Bully to 
make him a prelent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation *, 
intending to ufe the proffer as a con fell! on of Mr. Bully's delin¬ 
quency, of which he was every where feeking- proofs. Meannefa 

and 
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and ambition were never more flxidftly united than in thisdefign, 
Mr. Bully, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit, 
if employed in community with the government of Pondicherry 
and Mr. Tally’s, to raife money for the public fervice ; but treated 
the hints of the other propofol, as the ddperate zeal of his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. They faw one another but feidom, but 
were obliged to correfpond on public affairs. The letters of Mr. 
Tally were replete with fufpieion, jealoufy, infinuatiou, artifice, in- 
folence, farcafm, and wit ; Mr. Bully’s, with fagacity, caution, de¬ 
ference, argument, profound knowlege, the juft eft views of affairs, 
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs : and Mr. Tally him¬ 
felf, whilft he pretended to ridicule, reipebted the extent of his 
talents. Their difiention was in this date, when the arrival of a 
frigate from France on the 20th of Auguft brought orders from the 
king and mini dry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been lent with commillions fuperior to Mr. Bully’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. Tally. 
This diftinbtion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr. Tally, 
with feeming complacence, alked the afliftance of his cotmfels. The 
firft he gave was the moft obnoxious he could. Rajahiaheb, the 
unfortunate but infignificant fon of Chnndahfaheb, had lately found 
means to perfuade Mr. Tally to appoint him Nabob of the Car¬ 
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed with oftentation, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan, 
was a public renunciation of bis alliance, and might be improved by 
Nizamally to confirm him in the interells of thcEnglifh. The approach 
of Baflaulut {ungon the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Bully a refource, not only to re-eftablilh the former union 
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ftrengthen the immediate opera¬ 
tions of the French army, by offering Baflaulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fhnblion of Salabad- 
jing, on condition that he would join them with his troops. Mr. 
Tally at firft revolted againft the idea : and his averiion to it was 
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.imputed not more, to his jealoufy of the importance which Mr. 
Bully would regain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed 
to refpeft his character, than to his own obligations to Rajahfahek, 
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr., Lally 
had confented, that Mr. Bully Ihould march with a detachment 
to join Bafiaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news 
arrived the fame day of the aftion at Vandiwalh, which Mr. 
Lally, as a complete victory, fired a hundred guns round the 
ramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the 
fuccefs to every man of c.onfequence within or near the province. 

Mr. Bully arrived at Vandiwalh on the 5th of O&ober. The 
Englilh army had left their encampment in fight of this place the 
day before ; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink brought 
ficknefs upon the camp, whicli caufed Major Brereton to quit this 
poll:, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th. 
On the fame day, Mr. Bully marched from Vandiwalh with all the 
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black horfe ; he expected the Englilh 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone ; and the garrifon 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 150 of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Bafiaulut Jung, 
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwalh, and arrived at Arcot 
on the 10th ; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains of 
the monfoon. 

Bafiaulut Jung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack 
Nelore; but when he came near the Pemiar quitted the fouthern 
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the 10th of September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pagodas on the bank 
of the river, 16 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obeiflance to 
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe magnified 
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reports of the force of his'gamfon, and of troops coming to rein¬ 
force it from Madrafs, which brought on a civil intercourfe of letters 
between them ; bat the Polygars lie defpifed, and refolved not to 
fpare. They, however, fearing to offend the Engliffi government, 
endeavoured to evade the vifit by various excuies, on winch he lent 
his horfe over the river to forage on the arable lands for thentfelves, 

■ and to feize cattle and grain for the reft of the army. This detri- 
. meat not prevailing, he pafled the river with his whole force, and 
on the i ft of October encamped at Sydaporam, a confiderable town, 
where the hills of Hangar Yatcham begin on this fide, and fituated 
within ten miles of Venkitagherri, the place of his reiidence, and 
20 from Kalaftri, which is the principal town of Damerla Venki- 
tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftreffed for money, and ex- 
,peeling the arrival of Mr. Bufly, who, on the i 8th, had made his 
firft day’s march from Arcot, when he was flopped fhort by extra¬ 
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwafli. 

More than a year’s pay was due to the whole army : what money 
had been fuppHed to them lately was in lieu of their provifions, 
when not fumifhed regularly. The foldiers believed, that much 
more than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what was 
worfe, that their general had amafled and lecreted great wealth. 
Their intrepidity at tiie aflion of Vandiwafti had increafed the 
indignation of their diftreftes. They complained continually and 
openly, nor did the officers chufe to punifh them on this fcore ; be- 
eaufe the plea of their di icon tent was true. On others they wiflied 
to preierve the ufual difcipline. On the 16th fome foldiers of Lorrain 
were ptinifhed; fome for neglect of duty, but others for flovenlinefs, 
which they could not avoid. In lefs than an hour after this chaffife- 
meiit, tlie drums of Lorrain, compelled- by 40 or 50 of the fiddlers, 
who had concerted, beat the general ; and in an inftant every man 
of the- regiment was under arms ; and in a few minutes all con¬ 
curred in the fame refolut ion : refilling to admit the commiflioned 
officers, and -every ferjeant, excepting two, they marched in order out 
of the camp,, towards the mountain where the Englifh army had 
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lately encamped. The officers of lolly’s and the battalion, of .India, 
Hearing the drums of Lorrain, beat the general llkewife, and tmiicll. 
out the line, thinking the camp was . going to be attacked by the 
Lnghffi, and lome of the officers who had periifled m accompany in g 
the men of Lorrain, prevailed on them to flop ; but could not, to 
retuni, before they knew the intentions of Lally’s and Lidia, of whom 
they had home doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack 
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 
of whom the fpokefman was the bolded of the mutiny, and, in [lead 
of propofing any conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlefs thc : 
whole army immediately received the full arrears of their pay. His' 
words ran like fire: all, animated with the fame fpirit, cried out, march. 
The expostulations of their officers were vain, they were ordered to 
retire. Parties and detachments were commanded, which brought 
up the field-artillery, die tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confided of"2000 per- 
fons, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to which 
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent likewile to demand the 
colours ; but, feeing the officers determined to die rather than de¬ 
liver them, defided. As foon as every thing was gathered, the 
whole line, with feventeeu pieces of cannon, marched away. As 
foon as they arrived at the mountain, they with one voice eledled 
La Joye, the ferjeant-major of the grenadiers of Lorrain, their 
commander in chief; and he immediately nominated another fer- 
jeant, his major-general, and appointed the bed of the rank and 
file to command the different companies, with the' ufual titles 
of commiffioned officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at the head of the men, exacting every article of the fervice. The 
camp was pitched, centries, pickets, advanced guards, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of duty and difeipline, driftly obferved. They did 
not like, but did not refufe, the vifit of feveral of their officers ; 
but forbade every interference that feemed authority. On hints 
whether they intended to' go over to the Englilh, they pointed to 
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their cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, facing the 
north, from whence alone the appearance of the Englifh army 
cou ld be expected. The night pa fled without riot or confufion. 

In the mean time, expreflies were fent to Pondicherry, where the 
whole council immediately aflembled at Mr. Lally’s, who accufed 
them all, as the inftigators of the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa¬ 
godas out of his chert, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with 
the promifo of a general pardon to the troops. The council hkewife 
gave arturanees, that the whole arrears fhould be difeharged in a 
month, and fent their plate to the mint, as an earnert, which 
example was followed by many of the in ha bitan ts. Fumel arrived 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp of the troops, who 
had moved fix miles farther on to the wertward, towards Arni : He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he harangued on 
the obvious topics of defertion, difhonour, and the dertrudlion of all 
the French Interefts in India, and thought them fufficiently relented, 
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, aflembled 
round him on the plain, to the number of 2000 men. He gave 
hints of the money and pardon ; and his reprefentations had well- 
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the defperate mu¬ 
tineers, and had kept away from the aflembly, rulhed in with there 
bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without 
their confent, which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the impreflion 
he had made, broke up the aflembly, fignifying, that he fhould re¬ 
turn to Vandiwafh, and wait there three hours for their determi¬ 
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. Within the time the 
anfwer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible man, and difap- 
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to 
be content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the reft in a 
month, and a general amnerty, figned by Mr. Lally, and all the 
members of the council of Pondicherry. Accounts were imme¬ 
diately begun ; and, whilft waiting for them and the return of mef- 
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fengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 
fame regularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived, 
and the money was paid on tiie 21ft in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had deferred, marched back under the com¬ 
mand of their former officers to Vandiwalh, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if after 
fome iignal iuccefs. 

Mr. Bully, on the fir ft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro¬ 
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The diicontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix mouths, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwalh ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened, which necelfitated him to change the ftate of his detach¬ 
ment, and the rout he intended to 1 take. 

As loon as the Englifh army, returning from their unfuccefsful 
attempt at Vandiwafh, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached 
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment 
of' Baflaulut Jung at Sidaporum; they were to be joined in the 
way by the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 be¬ 
longing to Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both 
thefe places, who were about 70. This force was intended to 
follow and harrafs Baflaulut Jung’s army, if they Ihouid march 
round to meet and join Mr. Bufly ; but it was the 15th of October 
before they reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti arrived 
the fame day, but thole from Nelore had not yet advanced. The 
two Poly gars, Ban gar Yatcham and Darner la Venkatypettah, terri¬ 
fied by the cavalry of Baflaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful 
of the diftant proteftion of the Englilh troops, temporized, and ac¬ 
cording to his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampe- 
trow. This man, who has been form' rly mentioned, came into the 
province with the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and had ferved as his 
Duan, or pnme-minilber, until his death ; after which, he was fome- 
times eonfulted and employed, but never trufted, byMahomedally, and. . 
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lwd a. little before cheriiege.QfMadi^fo ;f iretiredwkb his^vcalth, which 
w;u confiderabkyqo kalaftri. His; difgulp to the prefect Nabob had 
attached him to Maphuze Khan, who hill continued helpiels and 
dhcon tented, endeavouring to keep up the difhirbances which he.-had 
created in the Tinivelly countries. An officer deputed by them 
both went to Bafi'aulut Jung, as loon as itpyas knoycn that he had 
feparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizam ally; and it is 
laid, feconded the advice of the French in his iervice, to enter the 
Carnatic, but with very different views ; Tor Sampetrow, who ma¬ 
naged the intrigue, intended that Ba.lhulut Jung lhould proclaim 
ihnifelf- Nabob, and appoint hi Hi his Duan ; fo releein g, .that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Krlftna would loon call him. 
away ; when he intended that Baff&ujut Jung lhould nominate Ma¬ 
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, gather the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. W lieu it was 
objeded what engagements were to betaken or kept with the French, 
Sampetrow laid, 1 None, if poflible, with either them or thcEugliih; 
but, if neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at lead equally free 
from predilection to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for 
the lituation to which he afpired, he perfuadcd the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prelent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added-the fame fum of his. own. This afliftance was very much 
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was 
expecting the efted, when an officer of the firft diftindion in Sala¬ 
badjing’s court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in die 
camp, with otters of friendlhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
fuade Baflaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with the 
French againft the Englhli. Nizamally forefaw, that the Itandard 
of his brother, as the fon of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com¬ 
manded, and his refources, if ading in conjundion with the French 
in the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour; 
and, in their fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomination, the 
reftoration of Mr. Bully to the councils of Salabadjing, as the ruin 
cf.bis own ambition. Baflaulut Jung inclined to the advice of Satn- 
1 ‘ pet row, 
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petrovv, and would probably Have advanced into the plains of the 1 759 * 
Carnatic, with equal profeffions to the French and Englifh, it the Ofiober. 
Eiffgltfh troops had not arrived as they-did at Kalaftri. Their ap¬ 
pearance difconcerted him the more*, becaufe the commander of the 
French troops in his army, arid the agent deputed to Him from 
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, allured 
him, before he eroded the Pennar, that Mr. Bully would join hlni 
at Sydaporum on' the ift of October. It - was now the 19th, and 
Bafiaulut Jung, fo long di {appointed ^ would not at length believe 
that Mr. Bufly had even left Pondicherry ; when reports arrived of 
the revolt at Vandiwafh ; on which, lie beat his great drum, re- 
croflcd the Pennar, and matched, to the N. into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the'capital ofthe fame name: The French troops 
accompanied him, diftreffed for neceflaries; but their officers pre¬ 
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Bully, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli¬ 
gence on the 34th, and fet out tire fame day ; but, as more than half 
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 ofthe European horle, and 
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at his 
own expence at Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi¬ 
wafh were gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil¬ 
lery, and with very little baggage. 

The monfoon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pococke to quit the coaft : the prefidency endeavoured to perfuade 
him to leave fuch of his flips as did not require the dock, in the 
bay of Trinconamalee; from whence they might return with the 
fair weather in January, ready to 1 oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
dron, which might he fent back expeditioufly from the iflands, in 
order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englifh ; but 
Mr. Pococke judicioufly refolved not to dimint Hi his ftrength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far Enough up the Malabar coaft to 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to meet him there, under this 
very difadvantage: but prbmifed, as loon as fecure from this event, 
to fend round- Mr- Cornifh’s flips, if'they fhould join him in the 
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way. On tlie 16th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to 
the fouthward, came in with intelligence that file had on the 8th 
fallen in with Mr. Cornilh’s divifipn, ,and [three Indiamen, having 
oh board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder of his regi¬ 
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrafs : . Mr. Pocoeke 
failed, with his fquadron, at break of day on the 18 th, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornifh’s off Pondicherry : he immediately put fuch 
of the troops as were on board t he men of war into the Queenfbo- 
rough frigate, and fent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma- 
drafs; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud, 
whom Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the com¬ 
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould be de¬ 
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixry Europeans had been fent a few 
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly corn- 
pen kited by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, from 
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived 
on the 17th at Madrafs. 

The lafl exchange before this in Auguff had cleared Tritchinopoly 
of the remainder of the French prifoners in confinement there. The 
numbers which, on different fuccefTes, had been brought into the city, 
were 670, all taken during the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence, 
under the walls of the citybut only 400 were remaining to be re¬ 
leafed, in the late exchanges : of the reft rnofl had died ; 30 had been 
fent on their offer of enlifting to ferve with Mahomed Iflbof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, although 
foreigners were not Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the 
garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance of its dungeons 
releafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part of their duty. 
The detachment of 90 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on 
the 26th of Augufh The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them 
land In their bounds, which obliged them to come on fhore in the open 
town of Nagore, where they would have been expofed to rifque, if 
4 there 
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there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Karical. With * 759 * 
this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 efhimated Europeans, moll October* 
of whom were invalids, deferters, or topafles, and 3000 Sepoys; 
and the Nabob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded 
parties fufficient to fecure the revenues of the diftrifts ofTritchinopoly 
fouth of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other lide, and even farther 
on toVolcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the 
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter¬ 
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofteffion, had 
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flouriftiing ; 
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning fromVolcon- 
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard 
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of 
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft. 

They marched on the r8th of September; but had only crofted 
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French fquadron 
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his 
apprehenftons, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were 
recalled into the city ; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to 
march againft the French at Vandiwafh, had enjoined Jofeph Smith 
to undertake fome enterprise which might draw off a part of their 
force from their ftations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de¬ 
tain to the fouth ward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters : 
his letters arrived on the 6th of O&ober. J. Smith had for fome time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the 
fquadron a certain ftation, from which they might be fupplied with 
water and proviftons, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of the Englifh ftations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difem- 
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid. 

On the night of the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans 
and Topafies, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome fcaling ladders, 
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embarked in two large boats, which ferved as ferries over the Cole- 
■roon, and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which are like- 
wife ufsd on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Sepoys, 
and two field-pieces, marched two days before to Tanjore, and the 
Nabob’s horfe, with the 200. Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
didrifts of Verdachelum; all the three parties were to join, and at¬ 
tack Chilamba rum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was 
expcfted, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours,., 
although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 200 miles. Heavy 
rains commenced as foon as the troops were, embarked, and conti¬ 
nued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon of the nth 
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs 
their meal and clean their arms; in the enduing night, one of the 
large, boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu¬ 
ropeans and Topafles, the fcaling ladders and petards, and’feven of 
the final ler boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered 
into that which leads from, it on the left toward Chilambarura,. 
and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand.; where feeing no¬ 
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likewife- have ftruck 
on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until 
day-light; before which, Captain Smith,, with the refl of the boats, 
was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not come up until 
the evening. This delay difcovered the detachment. Never- 
thelefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poll on 
the 14th, intending to efcalade in the enduing night. Two broad 
and deep channels of the Coleroon pafs along the north and fouth 
fides of the fort; the ground to the weft was at this time a morafs; 
die eaftern face {landing on dry fand, was the only part acceffible; 
but had a dry ditch and glacis; both, however, flight.. The boats 
carrying the troops dropt down the north channel to the ftraad, 
where all landed. The Europeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
fuftairt them, and no fire was to be given by any on any caufe,. 
before the Europeans had gained footing on the rampart. The 
a moon 
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moon was rifen, and the Europeans with the ladders were 
nevertheless at the foot of the wall before they were difcovered 
by the garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired; which 
the Sepoys at the creft of the glacis, who fhared part of it, returned 
in much hurry and confufion, and then ran away ; on which Cap¬ 
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Eu¬ 
ropeans to retreat like wife. Thirty of them had continued in the 
boats, unable to move with fwelled legs, acquired by fetting 60 
hours up to their knees in water ; and nine, who were foreigners, 
had deferted. The next day he received intelligence of the repulfc 
of the Englifh troops at Vandiwafti, fignified with apprehenfions 
of evil confequences from the ill fuccefs; and this news, with the 
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men 
were fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternoon. 
The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Home’s detachment from ad¬ 
vancing beyond Tanjore; and if they had, the news of the repulfe 
at Vandiwafti, would equally have prevented the attempt on Chi- 
lambarum; and they were ordered to return to Tritchinopoly. 
Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the 
ftores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, and 
arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt for want of hands 
to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be towed up, as 
foon as the frefhes were palled. 

All the revenues collected by the French government, even when 
their poffeffions were moft extended, had never fufficed for the ex- 
pences of the field. Much ground had lately been recovered by the 
Englifh ;; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfuccefsful, 
attack on Vandiwafti alarmed the country on the fouth of the Paliar; 
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which 
gave the renters fpecious pretexts to require abatements on their 
leafes from the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many 
- debts remained in the treasury there ; and the late-revolt demon ft rated 
that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any 
longer than they fhoiild be ftridtly paid. The only part of the pro- 
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vince, whether under the French, the Erigliffi, or the Nabob’s au¬ 
thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu¬ 
tions,' or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the 
fouthem diftrids of Tritchinopoly, including the rich and fertile 
ifland of Seringham; where the approaching harveft of December, 
which is by far the greateft of the year, promiffd in this, a more 
abundant crop than ufual. The government s fliare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in Febiuary, From thele 
confide ration 3 Mr. Lally refolved to take poffeffion of thefe coun¬ 
tries, with a force Efficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effected, without ex- 
pofing the flations and country near the Paliar to rifcjue, by the fub- 
ftradion of fuch a number of troops as would be fetit away to the 
fouthward, lie meant to ftation 800 men near A root, who were to move 
to the relief of any place that might be attacked ; and, with this af- 
liftance in profped, he fuppofed that the garrifons he fhould leave in 
the forts, although very {lender, would defend themfelves to extre¬ 
mity, and protraT the fucceffes of the Englifh force, until his ob¬ 
ject to the fouthward was accomplifhed. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, objeded to the ffparation of the army, as 
fraught with the mod dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
colledions under his own infpedion, by which they would be de¬ 
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites; and they attributed 
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame fpirit of peculation. 

To confirm the appearance of maintaining the Paliar, a detachment of 
50 men of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, pofted 
in a village called Check rimalore, fituated on the fouth bank of the 
river, in a line oppofite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys flood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 
Two companies were likewife pofted at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malore and Chinglapett, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one 
to ft lengthen the effort proceeding with the lalt exchange of French 
prifoners to Sadrafs; on which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk; but a few 

days 
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days after. Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame 1759. 
time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom- 
plifli the difpofitions Mr. Laily had arranged. The troops allotted 
for the fouthern expedition were 900 Europeans, of which too were 
cavalry, 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, - 
under the command of Mr. Crillon ; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagur, to which they reforted from different parts by various 
routes, and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November. 

Neither the prefidency of Madrafs, nor. Captain Smith at Tnt- 
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten¬ 
tions. The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during 
their excurfon, had returned to Utatoor on the 12th, and were halt¬ 
ing there on the 15th, when they difcovered an advanced^ party of 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re¬ 
treated to' Pitch and ah ; a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram, and the next day, their liorfe advanced, and reconnoitered 
the banks of the Coleroon,. and then fell back and took poft with the 
reft in the village and pagoda of Munlurpet. The whole force 
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coffrees, 500 Sepoys, two guns, apd fame 
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and two fubalterns; of which 
Jofeph Smith obtained right intelligence; and early the next morn¬ 
ing lent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topailes, lix 
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his 
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he 
accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofled the Caveri 
and Coleroon oppolite to the city. The village of Munfill pet 
had rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co¬ 
leroon was a caufeway raffed above them ; fo that the enemy had no at¬ 
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram 
and Utatore. The banks of the Coleroon are fteep and high, and > 
water at this time was io low as to run only m imall channels, 
leaving large beds of faud, and a ftiore of it, under the banks. Thiee 
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with tne colours of all 
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thecompaiiies, which they dilplayed at proper diihmces to-refemhle, 
whilft the main body of the detachment tiled unfeen under the 
-bank, two miles on to the left, when quitting the river, they coi> 
1111 vied their march in the bed of a water-con rfe then dry, which led 
to the north, and brought them on two miles, flill undifcovered, until 
they were in a line wit!i 'Munfurpet, when the water-courfe turn¬ 
ing another way the troops came out of it; and as they were amend¬ 
ing a riling ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
Munfurpet, were for the fir ft time perceived by the enemy there; 
whole confufipn was much lcfs than might have been expected from 
the furprize. They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
-and began to retreat faft in order to gain Sarnia ve ram. The Nabob’s 
horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by hard 
driving four of the field-pieces were brought near enough to-fire upon 
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbered their 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to ft and the brunt; but were foon 
"beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
quarter. One officer, 15 'Europeans, and 30 Coftrees, were made 
priforiers; moft. of the reft ofthefe troops were killed during the purfuit 
andfight. Someof the Sepoys were cut down inthebegiimingof the rout 
'by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fpare all who 
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great quantity 
of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith converfing with one of the prifoners, obtained in¬ 
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great 
furprize, that it would encamp this very evening at Utatore, and ad¬ 
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been, 
no time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri¬ 
foners and lpoils, returned that night to the bank of the Coleroon, 
and flept on their arms, and early the next morning began to crofs 
the river, in which a fudden frefh was coming down, which obliged 
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one of the guns, was driven on a fand, from whence 
.it took four hours to releafe it, and four men were drowned in the 
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attempt; and by this time the foremoft of Crillon’s troops appeared on 
the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
they crofled into the Ifiand of Seringham, and encamped oppolite 
to the weft face of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had ftationed 
300 Sepoys, 500 colleries armed with their long fences, and two 
field-pieces, with European gunners. The outward wall of the par 
goda, being 4° feet-high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and, 
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif¬ 
ficult to pafsi The great gateway is within, 40.feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the infide of the pagoda. As it is impoftible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been railed 
acrofs the middle of the paftage, and in the wall was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been eredted. A trench was therefore 
dug acrofs the paffagein front, and a parapet was railed behind the open¬ 
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the. 21ft, the French advanced 
their heavieft cannon, which foon heat down the partition-wall, and 
difabled the field-pieces 011 the parapet.. They then ran to the aflault, 
and ftormed their way in; not without much refiftance from the 
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. Irritated by their Iofs, 
they refufed quarter for lome.time after all refiftance had cealed. 
They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mulketry 
fired upon them as they were going away, and fiome of the European 
horfe rode after and cut down others : but neither with the pennif- 
fion of their officers. The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this 
wanton cruelty from the walls ; but could give no relief. Few of 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies was . 
intirely loft.- Joieph Smith reproached Crillon feverely for this 
barbarity. 

The prefidency, as foon as certified of the deftination of this part 
of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own fhouldim- - 
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel 
Coote, who on the 21ft of November came from Madrafs to Conjeve- - 
ram, where the largeft divifion of the troops-were in cantonment. 
Having taken the command, he immediately afifembled a council of 
war, in which it was agreed, .that, the feparated.and dlftant fitua- - 
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tions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort 
of Vandiwafh, which it was determined to try. The troops which 
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on 
the 23d ; from whence Captain Prefton was feat off the fame day 
with his own company of infantry and of the pioneers, to remain 
at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with them when called for 
to Vandiwafh, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and ahowitz, 
The next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a ftrong detachment 
to attack Trivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 
body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 
field were encamped. Thefe difpofitions were meant to perplex their 
guefs of what blow was intended; they had moft reafon to expect 
againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwafh. 

A party lent forward by Major Brereton invelled Trivatore at nine 
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be¬ 
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in 
Trivatore, inarched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafh. Early the next morning they 
affaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight reliflance from fome 
Sepoys, but without any lofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops'on the ground of their 
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on the night 
of the 24th, preceding the morning thatColonelCoote began his march, 
which attacked the Englifh poll at Checkrimalore, where the three 
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 50 Europeans from Conjeveram. Their detach men [at¬ 
tacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed, with the lofs 
of 20 Europeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme¬ 
diately to Chittapet; to which, as appointed the general rendez¬ 
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march 
in the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap¬ 
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
27th, fome hours after his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received 
4 an 
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an exp refs from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pet tali of Van- 
diwafh ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next 
day, he left Major Mon fon to bring on the line, and proceeding with 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwafh ; where Brereton bad 
al moil completed a battery for tile two eighteen-pounders which 
accompanied his divifion. It was erected in the weftern pettah, 
again!!: the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the n. w. angle of the 
fouthern pettah, direftly oppofite to the fame tower; and both 
were compleated before the morning; but as the two eighteen- 
pounders expected from Chinglapett were not arrived, two twelve - 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their Head. Hi¬ 
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and onlv 
(lightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tovver attacked was filenced, 
and a practicable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coote 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of 
the army. 

In the morning, the Kellidar lent feme of his officers and fer- 
vants, to ftipalate for his own Security in the event. Colonel Coote 
pledged himfeif to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the 
diftri&s, as a dependent of the Company, if he would, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thole he had admitted belonging to the 
French ; but indited on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ; 
at which hour no anfwer came ; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofleffion of the 
gateway; who when they came there, were told that the key was 
with the Kellidar. This baulk might have produced untoward con- 
iequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that lie lent the Sepoys 
to the gate, had not advanced himfeif with another company to the. 
Voe. II. 4 A breach, 
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breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi¬ 
ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no refinance 
was attempted in any part of the fort. The troops belonging to 
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sepoys; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man of the Engliffi troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. The Engliffi forces had thrice before been againft this 
place, and in the la ft were repul fed, as we have lately feen, with as 
much lots as they had fullered in any a&ion in thefe wars. The 
Kellidar had figried the treaty, juft as the troops entered'; but his 
importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda- 
laib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in¬ 
veterate enmity to- the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more 
than the relpeft due to a contraft of which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafts, behaved haughtily, and would 
give no account of his treaftures, which he had ftent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft: hills near Velore, in which 
redded the widow of Subderally Cawn. The Nabob faid, that the 
making him prifoner was of more importance than the reduction of 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack ; and, as their inatftion rendered it unneceflaiy 
to march againft them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagement. 
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w.s. w. from Vandiwaffi, 13 to the 
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted faufebray, and 
a wet ditch. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
compafs; a pettah, feparated from the fort by an efplanade, and 
extending in a curve, in tire ly enveloped the north, and part of the weft 
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
front, but had not completed it before the tower in the n. e. angle. 
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The army, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of 
December, and were expo fed to fome fire from the fort, which killed 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, which, 
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a iquare tower on each hand of it; in ah 
five projections. On the 6th the army had finilhed, and began to fire 
from, a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the fquarc tower 
next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 
the gufis fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of 
the {quare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the 
round : but the fire of the fort was much fuperior ; for befides 
{everal old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had nine 
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face ; and 
embrafu res not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on the 
right of it, commanded the battery ; to oppofie which another battery 
for two guns was railed on the left of the firfl, which opened on 
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in 
the n. w. part of the pettah, which firing dead (hells in recochet 
infiladed in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. At 
noon of this day the breach appeared practicable, and Colonel Coote 
Summoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irifliman, and 
an officer of reputation in Lally’s regiment, fignifying that, if he 
perfiffed, the garrifon would he expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflicted on the troops taken by aflault at Seringham. O Ke- 
nelly anfwered, that, as the letter was not directed in French, he 
had not opened it; and as loon as the trumpet who brought it had 
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on 
the 8th and 9th ; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the 10th in the morning, there only re¬ 
mained fhot for two hours ; and more had been fent tor from Ching- 
lapett; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expeCted, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coote granted al- 
moft all that was aiked. The garrifon, which confifted of 100 Euro¬ 
peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds 
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a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating : the 
Sepoys were difarmed, but I ike wife fet free. Four of the nine guns 
belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered 
more. The lofs of the Englifh troops was lieutenant Campbell of 
the artillery ; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topnfs mortally wounded. 

On the 12th, the army encamped again at Vandiwaih ; where 
they were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detach¬ 
ment from the northward, Thefe troops had advanced, ‘accom¬ 
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and were joined oh the 
road by the party of Europeans Aationed there with lieutenant 
Elliot ; but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
ftirred a ftep from the walls; he neverthelefs pretended that the- 
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baflaulut 
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this 
part of the country. Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to 
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned 
with his own diviiion by the way of Tripaflore to Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, when marching againft Vandiwaih, had ordered 
Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take pofl in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrifon in the fort there from collecting provifions. Wood 
arrived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, <;o Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the lcaft oppofition, took pof- 
fefiion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent flreets, although 
not half a mile from the fort; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal inhabitants- to redeem the reft of their property,, 
by furnifhing at the market-price a large quantity of rice, of which, 
the fcarcity was encreaiing every day by a general failure of the 
harveft in this part of the country. Captain More’s detachment 
was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to 
make preparations for the attack of the fort of Arcot, again A- which 
Colonel Coote intended to march as foon as he had reduced Caran- 
goly. They had collefled fafeines and other materials, and had even 
begun to conftnifl one of the batteries, when they, were obliged to 
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defiil, and retire, on the 9 th, by the approach, of "Mr, Bully re¬ 
turning from the northward with a much larger force than had 
accompanied him out of the province. 

After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his 
detachment, arrived on the roth of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu- 
dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the direct line is rio miles, 
nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 
thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The 
French detachment with Baffaulut Jung, the Europeans as well' as 
die Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food ; and to 
maintain, them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 
their cloaths ;. from fimilar diftreffes, although not fo fevere, the 
troops of Baflaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr. 
Bufly were, “ that the French ihould regard him as the abfolute 
“ mailer of the province of Arcot, ihould furrender to his authority 
“ all the countries of which they were in poffeflion, whether in this 
“ province or in the dependencies of Tritchlnopoly, and he would 
“ account with-them for one-third of the produce ; but whatfoever 
“ might hereafter be conquered, Ihould become entirely his own, free 
“ of this deduction. All affairs and tributes were to be regulated by 
“ theDuan he ihould appoint.The Fi'ench were to iwear they would 
“ aflift him agahiil Nizamally, if he ihould enter the Carnatic;. 
“ with whom they ihould make no treaty without the participation- 
“ of Baflaulut Jung; and, after they had conquered or made peace 
“ with the Engliih, ihould furniih him with a body of troops, to. 
“ make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to be put in 
“ full pofleflion of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, ,ac- 
« cording to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer 
“ to be entitled to any part of.the revenues. He might return 
“ into the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed ; and, during his abience 
“ from his capital of Adorn, the .French were to furniih a detach-- 
« ment of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ararau- 
“ nition, and {lores, to garrifon this place ; and the ex pence of this 
« body of troops might be deducted out of Iris ffiare of the revenues ■ 
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« of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fmee the difafter 
“ of Nazirjing were afraid of ferving in the Carnatic, Mr. BufTy 
“ fiiould immediately lend him four lacks of rupees to be diftributed 
“ amongft them as the only means of engaging them, to march. If 
“ this agreement fhould not take effeft after his arrival at Arcot, he 
“ and his army fhould be recondudied out of the province with 
« friendfhip and good faith.” The tenor of thefe terms bore the 
ftrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice : Mr. Bufty anfwered them 
by other propofals, which left the iffue of every one made by 
Baflaulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difeuftions and ar¬ 
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the difference, 
by difeovering more clearly to each the views of the other ; but 
Baflaulut Jung took no perlonal difguft to Mr. Bufly, and at his 
felicitation iffued patents fubjeSung, at leaft in words, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
obeifance. In the fame plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufly were 
encamped, were llkewile lying two other confiderable bodies of 
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard 
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before the laid to the Morattoe jurifdidtion ; the other was a 
body of 2500 Pi tan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
Mr. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift 100 of their 
horfe, the fame number of Baflaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo¬ 
rattoes ; and to fupply the immediate wants of the French troops at¬ 
tending Baflaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. This whole force 
colle&ed, conlifted of 350 European infantry, roo European horfe, 
2500 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abyffinians, 800 black 
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon ; with which he marched away on 
the 16th of November, five days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had come. On the 10th of December, he arrived at 
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from 
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hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly, 
to which it added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe. 
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at 
Vandiwafli and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more. 

The lots of thefe places was the fevered: reproach of the error 
which Mr. Lally had committed in detaching fo great a part of 
his force to the fouthward : of which he himfelf was fo fenfible,. 
that he jufhHed it only by the did: refs to which he was reduced for 
money to fupply the immediate pay and fubfidance of the army. He 
now fent expreiles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mr. Bully 
left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi-. 
cherry. The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deftru&ion as far as Conjeveram, between, 
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to. 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of. 
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have feen- 
ferving in tlie former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The 
Englifh, Morarirow knew, had mod money ; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requihtion, to march to their abidance before the liege of Madrafs,- 
for which he had not been, paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain, 
lower ; and he, as the ihorted means, in his own politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French 
agents, and fent.a thoufand -of his horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days, were on the Englifh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwafh on 
the. 13th, and'encamped the next, evening at Papantanguel, a 
town fix miles forward in' the road from Trivatore. to Arcot; in 
which lituation, half a day’s march enabled him to interfeft 
the enemy’s troops moving to; join each other, whether from Arcot, 
4 or. 
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or from Chittapet; but none appeared ; for few of the returning 
troops from Seringham, and none they exp sited from Pondicherry, 
were as yet come up ; and the divifibn remaining. at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enfure the junction. On the 16th, the army marched, and 
encamped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but ftill to the 
lem th of the Pa liar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr, 
Bully, and the Morattoes let loofe by Moran row, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the north 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs, Thou fa tab 
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they fold to 
the firfi; purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then made 
them again the booty of the next excurfion. With tills experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them ; after which, no fub- 
milfions exempted thcmfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feek fir el ter in the woods, forts, and 
hills nearelt their reach. Not a man ventured himfelf or Ins bul¬ 
lock with a bag of rice to the camp ; which, for three days, were 
totally deprived -of this ftaple food. Exceffive rains fell during the 
Tjthand all the next day, which the tents could not refill; and 
from the necefiity of affording the troops fome repole. Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the 19th, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja¬ 
cent. The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with the Pro¬ 
ficiency on the meafures necefiary to be taken againjff the force 
which had been fent to recover the countries of Seringham and 
Tritchinopoly : for intelligence had not yet been acquired, that the 
greateft part. of them were recalled. 

The reduction of Vandiwafh, notwithftanding the lofs of Sering¬ 
ham, revived the reputation of the Englilh arms in the fouthera 
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi- 
nopoly. Mr. Lally’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left the pa¬ 
goda, and rccioiled the Coleroon, As loon as they were gone, Capr. 
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Jofeph Smith refolded to circumfcribe the troops which remained, as 
much as the ftrength of his garnibii allowed, and detached <;oo Se¬ 
poy 3 , (incl as many Cplleries, to Lnveft Cortalum, n mud fort on the 
louthern bank of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tritchinopolv, which 
were followed the nest day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-pieces, 
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command of Enlign 
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon -appeared. Enfign Morgan then lent half Ids detach¬ 
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and aim oft oppoiite to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de¬ 
fended themielves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force, 
when they ftm-endered. From Tqtcum, Morgan marched to Samia¬ 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed again ft Utatoor. Early on the ] 6th, Jofeph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on die road from Utatoor to Seringliam; and at the 
lame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and joo Sepoys lent from 
Seringliam to join and allure the arrival of this convoy, were per¬ 
ceived crofting the Coleroon *, on which lie detached 40 Europeans, 
400 Sepoys, 200 of the Nabob’s liorfe, and fome Colleries, acrofs 
both rivers, under tire command of Enfign Bridger, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan's 
party fromTotcum, and both united, were to take poft at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemy's detachment. At the 
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out of the citv with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poft on the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppoiite to the Pagoda of Sering- 
ham; where he fopn after knew, by a lignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that too more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were palling the Coleroon ; on which, as had been 
concerted, he crofted the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he 
could again ft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various leaflbldings within, and Captain Smith -was wounded; 
but ftill per lifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridger’s fignals gave token that 
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he was In poffeffion of the pagodas at Samiavecam ; but that Enfign 
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the 
French detachment which firft marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa¬ 
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, enfign Bridger was prepared to 
oppofe them. On the firft firing, moft of the coolies threw down 
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away; on which the 
troops, with the reft, took poft in the leffer pagoda, and, fhutting 
the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign 
Morgan, with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared,', 
and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a lieutenant, 
and 38 grenadiers. Of Bridger’s detachment, feveral Sepoys, with a 
Serjeant of one of the companies, and three Europeans, were killed,' 
Tbefe operations were of confequence ; for this being the feafcin of 
harveft, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded 
the government’s ftiare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the 
ftronger force. The intelligence of thefe fuccefles had not reached 
Madrals, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad¬ 
vices were received that the greateft part of the French force were 
returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much 
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with fo much detriment to his revenues; hut the 
arguments of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example-of 
the fame error committed by Mr.Lally, arid its confequences, evinced 
the impropriety of dkninifhing the army at this time, when it 
fecmed that the French were colledting their whole force, in order 
to rii’que the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle. His reafons 
prevailed ; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur¬ 
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but a Ikirmifh between the 
black horfe of the army, which were encrealed to 700, and an 
equal body of Morattoes, whom they- beat off. On the 24th, a 
detachment of 40 black horfe, with fome Sepoys of the garrifon at 
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Vandiwafh, furprifed a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in T 759. 
a village called Niconum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they 
killed twelve, and di (perled the rdf. 

The main body of the French army from Chittapett, encreafed 
by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatsoever more 
could be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englifh filed off to Covrepauk. 

Thus tlieir whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again af- 
■fembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
up to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englifh army to Chinefimnndrum, a village fix miles from Co¬ 
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very 
advantageous encampment; for a large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafs on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a 
caufe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Buffy came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmifh paffed 
between them and the out-poffs. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called T rimetcherry, 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of them 
m the ftreet; but the reft kept' their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing, retired. On the 31 ft, three companies of Sepoys 
crofted the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right of the 
French encampment. All fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the 
few fhot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere¬ 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could 
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroyhig the ani¬ 
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1759, the third of this 
dubious war, with the two armies in fight of each other, but nei¬ 
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for the Englifh were afraid of 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were waiting in ex¬ 
pectation, not only of drawing off the body of the Morattoes, 
which were with them, but likewife of being joined by 2000 more 
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who were ftill remaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of 
the mountains. On the other hand, 1 Mr. Tally was likewife nego¬ 
tiating for the lame affiftance, and ftill miftr lifted the attachment of 
his European troops, although equal in number to the Engiifh; 
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained of the 
detachment which had been fent in April, under the conduct of Mr. 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam. 

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr.. 
Moracin failed away on the iSth of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity of the Chi - 
cacole province on the fea. The French had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were connected with Na train'd eft, the principal Ra¬ 
jah in this part of the province : the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the lea-fhore, 
and thirty miles w.s.w, from Ganjam. Betides Moherty, he had 
fix or feveii other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
■during his adniiniftration under Mr. Buffy in the province of Chi- 
cacole, had by fome feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his focceflor, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined 
the Engiifh, whom neverthelefs Narraindeu had lefs reafon to 
dillike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations lie 
relented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neverthelefs Moracin 
propofed, “ that their forces united fhould march fir ft againft the 
“ Engiifh fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
“ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze, If fuccefiful 
“ thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of 
11 obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
“ ftormed : probably Salabadjing would a ft! ft in'retaking this place, 
“ and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervi'ces, was to be placed in ail 
“ the advantages poftefted by Anunderauze.” Narraindeu accepted 
the terms, but with no intention of profecuting the expedition, any 
farther than the continuance of his own advantages. 


But 
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But the French troops, having expected to land at Mafulipatam, 1759. 
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re- 
qoired much time to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de¬ 
tachment 43 Englilh foldiers, who iiad been taken prifoners, and had 
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em¬ 
ployed on this expedition. Thirty of thefe men together m'ade 
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardships, 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the Engliih refident, Mr. Grey, who lent 
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta.. 

Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in le- 
veral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to march; by which time, lie 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubfifiance of the de¬ 
tachment depended on the fale.of lome trumpery commodities, and' 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu; who, however, accompanied, 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif- 
trelTed to extremity for provifions, which neither the army of Nar¬ 
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply without 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you- 
arrive at Mogherry, the French ioldiers entered the houles to get 
victuals ; a frayenfued, and blood was Ihedon both Ikies. Narrain¬ 
deu, with all his troops, immediately left them ; and fummoned the 
affifianee of the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment, 
having 110 alternative, marched back towards Ganjam. Narraindeu, 
and his allies, .met them in the way, and, flood what they called a 
battle; but the European arms, as ufuah e a lily difperfed them ; 
and the detachment took poll in Munfhrcottah, a town lituated eight 
miles from Gabjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain, 
wlie-re they collected provifions, although furrounded by the enemy ; 
with whom they commenced a negodation, of which Narraindeu 
feemed to be as delirous as themlelves. To conclude it, one of the 
French officers, named Darveu, went to Narraindeu in his camp, 
but accompanied by 40 Europeans, iand the fame number of Sepoys. 

On their return, they were attacked by the whole force they had vi- 
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,£ted, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : the’Sepoys, 
-not being fo much the object of this treachery, fufFered lefs. Mr. 
-Moracm - immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 
.and round the French factory, which is on the river-fide.; and threw 
•up works fufficient to protect: his detachment from attacks through 
: the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, furrounded. 
.Of the two fhips which brought the .detachment, the Harlem had 
.been diipatched to Arracan for provilions, and the Briftol had 
been driven affiore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
.to Burrampore. There was on the Hocks on the river-fide a large 
-Blow ; and in the river, feveral fmaller veflels belonging to the fac¬ 
tory, In which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern monfoon, after the Englifh fquadron ffiould have quitted 
.the coaft. In the mean time, they continued for many days, Ikir- 
mithing with the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat, 
:which produced a ceflatlon of hoftilities, but no terms of reconci¬ 
liation ; for the demands of the .French were in proportion to the in¬ 
juries they had received; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex¬ 
pen ces of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not 
maake incurfions into his country, after his own ffiould have returned 
: to their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet. 

In the mean time letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar¬ 
rived in Bengal, requiting him to fend a body of Europeans, which, 
joined by his. own force, might eafily.take or deftroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report of the defer- 
.ters confirmed the feafibility of this project. But the dubious ffate 
of the Englifh affairs, and the dec real e of their military force in Bengal 
fcarcely permitted any farther diminution of it: however. Colonel 
Clive, with his ufual fplrit of enterprlze, determined to try theexpe¬ 
diment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillerymen, were em¬ 
barked on the Hardwicke, which had.too Europeans as her crew. 
The ffiip failed out of the river on the 30th of September, and on the 
yth of October anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours. 
Two French officers immediately came on board to enquire news, 
Aind were detained prifoners. Captain Samfon then went alhore un¬ 
der 
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der a pafiport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid' 
more was coming, and propofed that he fhould furrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unneceflary bloodfhed. But Moracln had ob¬ 
tained jufter intelligence, Samfon then landed meflengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther 
motive or inclination to renew hoftilities again# them : but neverthe- 
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his army, 
and again invert the town. A civil intercourse of mdffages conti¬ 
nued between them until the 20 th, when Sampfon being convinced 
that he intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a Hoop, and on the nth landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a fmall river, 
about 20 miles N. E. of the eartern arm of the Godaveri. On this arm 
are fituated the Englifh and French factories of Ingeramand Yanam. 
Of the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, mort of thofe who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and were refiding at Yanam, .. 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry: and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
■of the ftate of affairs in this part of the country. The diftrifts from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- ■ 
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long been 
at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetty 
joined the French, and with his troops accompanied them at the 
battle of Peddipore. . After the victory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the ■ 
a fill! a nee he expected from the Englifh, had not ventured to employ 
■his own force to get pofleffion. Jaggapetty neverthelefs expect¬ 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the wertern arm - 
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded-. with Mr. An- 
drews, the Englifh chief at Mafulipatam, to:revokethe ceffion made ^ 
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cdtah is only ten miles inland from 
Cocanara, Moracin lent agents thither and to,his camp, to.propofe 
an'alliance, informing him of the force that was following from 
2. Ganjam* > 
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Gan jam, and profiting more from Pondicherry. Jaggapetty nei¬ 
ther concluded, nor rejected the propofal; but neither he nor his 
people at Samel Cotah gave even the common affiftances of the 
country to the troops with Moracui; who, for want of pvovilions, 
committed violences, wore ' refilled, and moft of them were either 
Prized by the officers of the did rift, or took fervice with them; 
which reduced Moracin to re-embark on the (loop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party ; they failed on the 19th, and a. few days 
after arrived at Pondicherry. 

The troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftimated Europeans, 
but of which half were Topafles,'nnd ioo Sepoys. They embarked 
under the command of the Chevalier Poete, on tlie lnow and two 
hoops, rigged and manned with tlie lfores and crew .of the Briftol; 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December.; and Poete fent 
athore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapettyrauze : immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wind drove the two (loops afliore. 

The troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Fordo had received 
repeated orders from this Preiidency to return thither from Mafuli- 
pntam; but they were to march overland the whole way, in order 
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft. The rains 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be¬ 
ginning of November; before which, Colonel Forde had failed ill 
the middle of OTober from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar¬ 
rived juft in time to render one more very important fervice to Ills 
country. The command then devolved on Captain ■ Fifcher, and 
varying refillutions detained the troops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
of December. They were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1500 
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 800 of the other: the Europeans, 
by death and defertion, notwithftanding they had recruited 50 out 
of the prifoners ; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difmillion of 500, 
who had failed with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, and were 
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to their homes in the Car- 
' ■ . natic. 
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natic. The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated ; near the 1759* 
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms; j^ r 

and other fmaller rivers coming from the Colair lake, interfect the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafuiipatanr; 
which render the march along the fea-Chore, although fhorter in 
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come, 
excepting, that they paffed the bed of the Colair farther to the 
westward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara. 

An'underauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt that he would be immediately joined by Jag- 
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to 
protedf the dilTritts of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the ■ 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englifli with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde- 
rauze begged affifhnce from Fifcher, who, adviiing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as fall as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diftridt for fome diftance round this place is covered with coconut- 
groves, for the fhelter of the weavers ; and the French troops were 
lying in a village at the lkirt of the groves two miles from the 
Dutch fort, and the fea ; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, again ft 
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif¬ 
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englifh troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight of the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs fkirmifhing on their 
right; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on prefervi'ng 
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the 
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grenadiers and ijoo Sepoys to pievent then embarkation. The 
French troops had gained no certain intelligence of the force 
with Fifcher,. and waited on their ground until they could diftin- 
guilh the number of Yorke’s divihon, who when near lent off 
the Sepoys to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with the 
grenadiers as faff as they could march. The French only remained 
to give one fire, and then ran as faft as they could through the grove, 
followed almoft at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch factory, into 
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac¬ 
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening with the main body, invefted it moie clofely, and peiero— 
ptorilv demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the’ 
28th of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and T opafles, all in the 
{now. From Cocanara the Bnglifh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January ; and a few' days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in two EnglHh Blips proceeding 
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fhore 
by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa. Thus nothing re¬ 
mained to fear in the company’s poffcftions and actjuifitions to the 
north of the Kriftna. We ftiall now deferibe the progrefs of their 
officer Mahomed Ifloof in the countries towards Cape Comorin. 

He arrived at Madura on the 4th' of May, and had been abfent ten 
months. The force he left in the country, when called away, was 
14 companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Palamco- 
tah, and three at Tmivelly. Nothing more could be expected from 
either of thefe bodies, than to defend the ground in fight of the 
avails they garrifoned. Accordingly all the diftrifts of both provinces 
from the foreft of Nattam. to the gates of Travancore, lay fubjefit to 
their contributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfion of the 
Engliffi affairs, which began with the furrender of Fort St. David, (on 

wh?chMahomed Ifloof was recalled) and con tinned until the French were 

obliged to raifethe fiege ofMadrafs, keptMaphnze Khan in continual 
hopes, that he ffiouid be joined by a body of French troops, and efta- 

bliffied- 
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blifhed with their abidance in the government of thofe countries ;-and 1.759. 
the adminidration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emid'aries, en- 
con raged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the 
Pulitaver, dyling himfelf, and ftyled a fovereign ; but without any 
other means of fubfifiance than what the Pulitaver chofe to fupplv, 
who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely fumifhed him 
with common neceflaries. The return of IlToof Khan bettered his 
condition ; as the Pulitaver was afraid lie might at length liden to a 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go¬ 
verned by the love of eafe, felt no refen tment at the humility to which 
he had been reduced. He prefided, at lead in appearance, in the 
councils of the eafterh Polygars; who refolved to meet Ido of with 
their united force, and invited the weflern to the common defence ; 
who having joined them agamft Palamcotah in the late did redes of 
the Englifh affairs, expefled no pardon, and took the field. The 
weflern league confided of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former 
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, who 
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, inflead of the indifference of 
his predeceffor, an averdon to the Englifh. Etiaporum was always 
the next to him in importance, and now in activity. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Ifloof from Conjeveram, 
confided only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had 
on his march requeded troops from Tondiman and the two Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, colleriesand Sepoys, from the three polygars joined 
him on his arrival at Madura, where he neverthelefs immediately 
began to make farther levies, and by finding and garbling out 
of all that were with him, compofed a body of 300 horfe, and 
700 Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which he fent forward to ra¬ 
vage the didrifts of Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by 
three of the companies of Sepoys from the garrifbn of Palamcotah, 
which had redo red its lodes by new levies. This body of troops 
were to maintain their ground until the lad extremity, in order to 
prevent the junction of the wedern with the troops of the eadern 
polvgars, until Mahomed Kloof himfelf could follow with the main 
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceflity of remaining 
a while longer. 

The Colieries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftridb of 
the lefler Mo raver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft fkirts the 
Madura country to the north ; and,, where oppofite, is within twelve 
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co¬ 
lonel Heron in 1755. They are much wilder than the colieries to 
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and differ hill 
more from thofe of Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. They acknowledge no confiderahl'e chiefs, and live 
in fmall parcels, connected by choice or relation ; fo that their de¬ 
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals. Ther re¬ 
gard 'all other people as booty; but robbery amongft them- 
felves as the greateft crime : and any one of them efcorting a 
Granger is a fufficient protection againft all the reft; but without 
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, the traveller rifques his 
life at every flep. Contemptible in the open field, where they 
rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any of 
theie races in the practices of ambufeade and theft. They had 
plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle 
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoever parties 
were returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all 
‘of the troops with Mahomed Ifloof were fit for hoftilities againft fuch 
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking their haunts, whilft 
his levies were forming to better difcipline. He, however, attended 
the fervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general 
huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled ; but 
fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, onoccafion. A month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money, 
moftly collected by theft; which, with others he procured, to the 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 fheep, were fent to Tritchino¬ 
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap¬ 
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe of the fquadron, 

and 
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and enabled them to keep the windward flat ion, without consuming 
their own flock of provisions.. 

On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with 
600 horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one 
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of 
powder, having none but what he made himfelf; for, finee the 
deftrudtion of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidencV could 
not fupply their troops and garrifons in the Carnatic from their 
own produce ; hut borrowed from the fquadron, and received from 
Bombay. The mulkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl¬ 
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could colleft. He was like wife in 
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by 
agate ; of which there is none in thefe countries. All thefe wants 
he reprefented to the prefidencv, and efpccially requeued two 
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces of fix, with a full fupply 
of ihot. 

His firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in 
1756; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadagherri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placed their 
guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and, 
after a flight refiftance, fubmitte'd to his. From hence he proceed¬ 
ed to take up the large detachment he had fent forward ag ain 
Etiaporum ; who, by continually ravaging the diftricfls of this po¬ 
ly gar, kept his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him 
and Cntabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the 
Pulitaver: having fufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de¬ 
tachment proceeded againfl: Coilorepettah, which Hands nearly mid¬ 
way in the ftreighteft road between Madura and Tinivelly, about 
50 miles from each. This fort had likewife been fiormed in June 
J 756 by Mahomed Ifloof, and carried with confiderable lofs. The 
polygar was then taken prifoner; whether reflored or fucceeded by 
another, wd do not find; but the place was at this time in che 
hands of one who defended it as well; for 100 of the Sepoys were- 
a killed 
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killed and wounded in the attack, which lifted three days, and then 
the polygar made his efcape by night. The fort was immediately 
razed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main 
body with Mahomed Iffoof, and the whole proceeding by the way 
of Gangadaram, ‘arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They 
were fcarcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind always 
-wavered with every change of circumfiances, wrote a letter to Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car¬ 
natic ; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte¬ 
nance : He even aficed a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed 
Iffoof, without authority, affured him -that his requefts fhould be 
complied with ; and recommended them to the Prefideucy, by 
whom they were referred to the Nabob. 

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town 
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 
the eaffern and weftern Poly gars, had been the favourite field of 
their depredations. The principal ftatiun from which the eaffern 
made their inroads into thefe dill rifts was the fort and wood of 
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles u. N.w. of Tinivelly. The Poly¬ 
gar, grown rich by ealy plunder, had many colleries, who were 
well armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly, 
marched againft him -with the greateft part of his force, and in a 
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops; and fta- 
tioned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries in a place 
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poll. He was no.fooner re¬ 
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the 
Pu lit aver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders ; on which 
Mahomed Iffoof detached feven companies of Sepoys, recovered 
the poll, and remained in it, in order to proteft the adjacent 
country. 

Equal confufion prevailed 111 the diftrlfts to the fouth ofTiuivelly. 
The troops of the Mali aver, or- King of Travancore, were making 
incurfious from their wall to feize the iiarvefts at the foot of 
the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of dif- 
1 traftions, 
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tractions* which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppoled at 1759- 
the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied, than all the £ ece ' mbe ' rt 
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was 
the leaf! inveterate enemy to the Englifh ; becaufe the polygar of Va- 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his 
colleries to - make depredations in his country on the other fide oi the 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to 
the louth of Vadagherri. On this ground of common enmity, Ma¬ 
homed Mooff opened a negotiation with the king ; who confented to 
a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview palled with much po- 
litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leafl publicly, de¬ 
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diflr i« 5 ts 
of Tinivelly, and to aft with a conliderable force in conjunction with 
Mahomed Ilfcof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of duguft, 
September, Mahomed'Iffoef Kill remaining at the gates of Travan- StfUmber. 
core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys,_ armed with heavy 
mulkets made in his own country, and difciplined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner ; but they were well fupplied 
with {lores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and 
marching-from thence with his whole force, in deference to the 
king, proceeded direCtly againil Vadagherri, although 20 miles - 
beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his own, confiding of 10,000 more of the King’s troops of- 
various kinds of infantry, who had .marched through the pals 
This was perhaps the greateft force that had been aflemb e 
-for feme centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day. In which about 100 men were killed and wounded on both 
fides ; but in the night abandoned his fort, and eicaped away to the 

Pulitaver at Neilitangaville. _ 

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time, had been re~ OAti&l 
duped to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and fet his cunning 
to work to divert the Komi from himfctf. The repulle ot the Eng 1 ^ 
troops at. the attack of the pettah-at Vandhvafh on the 30th m 
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September, was know’ll in the country, and was believed, as Hie 
French had rep relented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re¬ 
ceived letters from Baflaulut Jung and the government of Pondi¬ 
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they Ihould very fooa 
overpower the Engliili in the Carnatic, when he might expeft tw 
be fubffituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be 
depofed from the Nabob (hip. This correfpondence, and thele ex¬ 
pectations, the Puhtaver communicated to the king of Tra van core, 
and offered, if he would quit the Englifh, and join Maphuye Caun 
agninft them, to give him whatloever diftriets in the Tinivelly 
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately 
expo fed thele documents to Mahomed IHoof, and Handing on 
his importance, demanded the ceffion of Calacad and the adjacent 
diftricts, for which he had fo long contended again ft the Nabob’s 
government. He laid, that more territory than he claimed had 
already been recovered with his afliftance; that what might 
he refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another; 
and that, if he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftablilhed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
Woof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 muikets, which had been fent, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were flopped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater value to his alfiftance ; for the force 
of Mahomed Iffoof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver, 
whom all the beft colleries in the country were flocking to defend. 
He^th ere fore fur rendered the diftridts which the king demanded; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceffion: but the Nabob lufpeded 
that it had been promifed by Ifloof at his firft interview with the 

king, in order to fecure his future afliftance to his own ambitious 
views. 

As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
again in.conjunftion with his troops. On die 6th of November, 
they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of 

the 
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to NellitangavlIIe. 
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed IiToof 
to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and 
Anjengo. The army of Tra van core, to prevent difgufts from dis¬ 
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed 
Ifl'oof’s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Iflbof, 
on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the pur- 
fuit of little avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Travan¬ 
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this fkirmifh, Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fnpply 
of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two fix-pounders with their 
fliot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his allies, 
and on the 4th of December fet down before Wafhinelore, another fort 
dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had, except¬ 
ing NellitangavlIIe, from which it is fituated twenty miles to the 
N. w. and twelve in the fame direction from Ontamaly. 

Wafhinelore flood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and louth fides of 
the fort; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to 
the eaft the plain was open, and everywhere covered with profufe 
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1 200 to 
the n. e. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded 
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650. by 
300 yards : it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four 
large fquare towers, one at each angle, and feveral fmaller, which 
were round, between, Kvery tower was a feparate redoubt, endoled 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the 
accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, the en- ' 
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the 
Vol, II, 4 D towers 
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towers had no parapet, and was only a rampart (loping On both Tides 
from a bafe of 15 feet to 3 at top ; but the (lope from within was 
much lefs (harp than from without, fo that, if affaultcd, the de¬ 
fenders might eafily run up to the top. The parapets of the towers 
have circular holes for the ufe of fmall arms, but no openings pre¬ 
pared for cannon, of which there was not a (ingle piece in the fort. 
This defeription only fuits Wafhinelore, for the other forts in the 
Madura and Tmivelly countries have parapets with loop-holes to 
their ramparts, as well as to their towers; but all are of earth, 
excepting Madura and Palamcotah. The Galleries on this fide of 
the Tiniveily country, paflefs nothing of the uglinefs or deformity 
which generally characterize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds 
of India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Their 
arms are lances and pikes, hows and arrows, rockets, and match-- 
locks, but whether with or without other weapons, every man con* 
flantly wears a fword and fhield. In battle, the different arms move 
in diiVmCt bodies ; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent, 
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long ; they tie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horfe, 
add a fmall bell. Without previous exercife, they affemble in a deep 
column, preffing clofe together, and advance at a long (heady dep, in 
fome degree of time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, of 
which the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and fcare 
the cavalry ; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formidable to in¬ 
fantry not difeiplined with fire-arms. The importance of Wafhi- 
nelore, and the great force which was come againft it, brought 
fome thoufands of Colleries to its relief; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
chofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods : from 
whence every day and night parties fallied, and alarmed or attacked 
one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies on 
three different days made general attacks on the batteries, of which 
thefe continued interruptions retarded the condru&ion, inl'omuch 
that they were not finifhed until the 26th, 20 days after the arrival 
of the armies ; but the howitzes had commenced before. The only 
2 efficacious 
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efficacious gun was the 18 pounder, which Mahomed Iffoof had 17 59 ' t 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower; Deccinbefi 
but from exceffwe firing, the 18 pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the Bat¬ 
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa¬ 
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iffoof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the affault; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
3000 chofen colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangaviUe, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iffoof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every 5 kind of deftruaion. Mahomed Iffoof inftantly fent back a 
large body to repulfe them, and continued the affault; but the gar- 
rifon within received double animation from the Pulitaver s fuccefs, 
which was announced to them by the ufiial war-cry and the found¬ 
ing of their conchs. All the other colleries collected in the woods 
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach ; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 
waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affault m the 
night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in 
the day that Mahomed Iffoof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy. 

The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmifled the Travancores, 
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his own troops, and thole lent 
him by Tomjiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly. 
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T HE two arrides in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days 
of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious 
of rifquin'g'any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting 
the refult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with hisMorattoes 
to their affifiance. Both offered 60,000' rupees; but, whilft the 
Englifh were propofing conditional bills,' the French fent ready 
money, which determined‘his preference. He arrived 1 on the 8 th in 
the French camp, 1 with 3060 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plunderers, who-are called Pandarums, and always troop with the 
hdrfe, aS we have defcribed when Baj inrow joined Clive in the fight 
near Ami.' The next day, the French army filed off from their en¬ 
campment which extended from the fuburbsof Arcot along the fouth 
hde of the Pa'liar, and took -the road towards' Trivatore; and, as they • * 
were going off, Mr. Tally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, croffed the river, and advanced 1 
to Trimuddi, an out-poll, three miles in front of the Englifh camp 
atChinafimuiidrum. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops 
coming up, -Mr. Lally -retired, and recroffed the river: ‘during which, 
a body of " 200 Morattoes, with whom'Colonel Coote had treated, ■ 
came over from the enemy’s, and joined his-camp. Irt the evening, 
Colonel Coote proceeded acrofs : the river, with an efcort of horfe, 
and reconnoitred- the enemy’s line of march, - and - fufpebting, that 
they might intend againft Vandivafh, took? his meafures accord¬ 
ingly, Orders were difpatched to Captain ; Sherlock, who com- 
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', 7 6 o manded in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two com- 
^ 4 ^ ies 0 f Sepoys at Triyatore, to repair thither immediately. The 
January. * ' [)f the array was f en t off that night to Covrepauk ; and in 

the morning the whole army moved from Chinafimundram, where 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on 
the" bank of the Paliar, five miles lower down than the ground 
which the French had occupied on the other fide. A ftrong poll of 
horfe and foot was advanced at fome difiance towards Arcot, and 
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The 
next day pafl'ed without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence 
of confluence concerning them, who neverthelefs were not idle. . 

Mr. Lally had formed another projed befides that which Colonel 
Coote fufpeded; and, to accomplifh it, had not fuffered his army 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They weie on the 
nth, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far¬ 
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of Trivatore, and 
halted there the greateft part of the day. Towards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the ftores and baggage loaded; but, in- 
fiead of marching on, he difplayed them on the plain, facing to 
:the Paliar, and then exercifcd them as if for practice, in large 
evolutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the 
eafiward, with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on 
■the right, of whom the outermofi, when the exercife ended, were 
fix miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whiled away the time 
until the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they 
flood until it was dark; and then feparated the army into two di- 
vifions. The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed 
off, followed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and 
marched on as faft as they could, keeping together ; the rert of the 
army, which confifted of all the European infantry, with the 
baggage and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without ftrain. 
Mr. Lally led the firft divifion himfelf. After a march of 15 miles,' 
in which they had crofled the Paliar, they arrived at eight in the 
morning atConjeverara; expelling to find in the town the magazines 
of rice which fupplied the Englifh army; but they had no fuch fiore, 
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living on the purchafe of the day ; nor had the inhabitants more than 
the common provifion of their houfes; but in the pagoda was the 
hofpital, and a flock of military ftorcs, under the guard of two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chilfholm, of which the 
capture would have been diftrcffing: but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops 
in collecting plunder, and fctdng fire to the houies of the town; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the Tick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties and ftragglers, and whenever 
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colle&ed. By this time the 
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore. 

The neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced poft of the Englifh camp, 
whofe black borfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trafted fo far abroad; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fufficient 
for the neceflary patroles of the camp ; fo that the firft intelligence 
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifholm at Conjeveram, 
fent as foon as they appeared there. It arrived in the afternoon ; 
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miles. 

It was now a month, that Mr. Burly had a£ted once mom in the 
field in conjunction with Mr. Lally ; and the intcrcourfe had only 
encreafed the averfion. The late errors of Mr. Lally’s operations, 
which had loft Vandivafh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing 
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered his military 
character throughout the army ; and even his own regiment as well 

as Lor rain, although the King’s troops, began to ackncw Edge the 
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fuperior .talents of Mr. Bully to conduct the war: the battalion of 
IiifUa always thought fo. Mr. Tally imputed this riling predileftioa 
in the officers to the influence of Mr. Bully's money, and amongft the 
foldiers to the intrigues of Father St. Eftevan, a crazy, bufyjefuit, vvlio 
officiated in the camp, and confelled the regiment of Lorrain : his an¬ 
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftraints. As loon as the army re¬ 
turned to Trivatore, Mr. Bully alked his leave to retire to Pondicherry 
for the recovery of a painful dilorder, which incapacitated him for 
fatigue : but Mr. Tally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the 
held. He obeyed, and gave his heft opinion concerning the future 
operations of the.campaign. “ The Engliffi, he faid, would not fee 
“ Vandivaffi taken, without rifquing a battle to faveit, in which the 
'V -French army would be deprived of all the force employed in die 
“ liege; and from the neceffity of covering it, not matter of the choice 
“,,of advantages in the aftion : whereas, if the whole of the regular 
“.troops kept together on the banks .of the Paliar, and detached 
“ : the whole body of Mo rat toes to lay wafte the Engliffi diftri&s, 
“..their army would foon be reduced to the neceffity, either of 
“ giving battle at difad vantage, or of feeking its fubfiflence under 
“ the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the firft divilion of the Morattoes, although only 1000, had ven¬ 
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore, 
and by cutting qff every kind of provifion on every fide, had re¬ 
duced the Engliffi camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves they had plundered at 
leven for a rupee, and rice ..at half its value in any other part of 
the countryand. at this very time the Presidency of Madrafs, anxious 
for the lofs of their fureft revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and wqre adviling Colonel 
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of t the town. But Mr. 
Tally fufpecled Mr, BufTy’s.advice, as defigned tq prevent qr difparage 
the activity of his own operations ; and on the 14*$ marched away 
■from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the 
European cavalry, 5.00 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys,, and four field-pieces, 
leaving Mr. Bully with the main body at Trivatore, as the tpott 
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central fituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englifh army 
fhould march after it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they 
fhould go againft Arcot, in order to divert the fiege of Vandivafh. 

On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s arrival at Vandivafh, and the next day marched 
with his whole force from Conjeveram, eroding the Paliar to the 
s. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore. This fituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafh and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from henee with Madrafs : it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been nc- 
gledled, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall; 
but was a much more defensible repohtory for the {lores and baggage 
of the army, than any poft in the open plain. 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth 
pettah of Vandivafh, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions: the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the 
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a diverlion during the 
real attack on the oppofite ; where the Europeans were of Lally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divilions were discovered and 
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall ; and the marines, 
unuied to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. I.ally’s divifion, 
who, fuppofmg them enemies, fired upon them until the miftake 
was difeovered. Nothing more was attempted until tight 0 (nock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the fouth-fide of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
of the column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall,’himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately pou red 
after him ; and the troops in the pettah, having no orders to defend 
it to extremity, elcaped along the ilieets, and itgained the foit 
without any lofs in the retreat; in the whole defence only foui or five 
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, hefides Se- 
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poys, and more wounded of hoth. They immediately entrenched 
the openings of the ftreets facing the fort, and began to raife a 
battery in the N. e. angle of the pettah, again# the fame tower 
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground, 

A tboufand of the Morattoes had heen ordered to obferve the 
motions of theEnglifh army; but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued fpreading themfelves to the north of the Paliar; and 
as Mr, bally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring fpies, 
the fir# news he received of the approach of the Engliih army, was 
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Buffy at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averfion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen¬ 
tic ; and at fir# he only ordered part of the army to advance from 
Trivatore : but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufiy to aft accord¬ 
ing to liis diferetion ; who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandivafli before midnight. 

The Englirh army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivafli, before Mr. 
Bufly’s divifion had joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwife, on 
their appearance, mu# either have retreated, or would have flood 
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, as 
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provifions,,and the next day the troop of hufiars fell in with 50 Mo- 
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their horfes. 
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
that the renter, although he depended on Madrafl, had fold his flore 
to fome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs; on 
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army 
was fiupplied ; and his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
immediate want, and promifed more. The fcarcity had, however, 
been no obflacle to the operations of the army ;■ for Colonel Coote 
had refolved not to advance upon the enemy, until they were ready 
to aflault Vandivafli, when he fhould have his choice of attacking 
either the troops employed again# the fort, or the army which co¬ 
vered them in the plain. This Mr. Bufiy fbrefaw, and again adviied 
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Mr. Lally to dell ft from the fiege until a better opportunity ; and 
to keep his whole force together, until the Englifh either fought 
or retired ; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftruftion from 
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. 

Their battery did not open until the 20th ; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of Val- 
dore, on carriages lent from Pondicherry. They Were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy*s fili¬ 
ation and the Bate of the liege, and receiving, when near, a meflage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or¬ 
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rife. 
Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horfe, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow, 
but without prefling their march. 

The diftance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles; the 
road leads from the N.E. to the s.w. The mountain of Vandivafh 
lies in the fame direftion, extending more than a league in length. The 
fort Bands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
weftern than the eaftem end. The French army was encamped 
dire&ty oppofitc to the eaflern end of the mountain, at the diftance 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was 
in two lines fepa rated by paddy fields ; a great tank covered the left, 
flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewife on the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
both dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, In which were mounted fome 
pieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked 

In its whole length the efplanade in front of the camp. 
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All the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder 
under the foot of the mountain, extending along it towards the n.e. 
end. Their fcouts brought intelligence of the approach of Colonel 
Coote 1 s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry 
in the French camp, and the whole fpread in different bodies acrofs 
the plain to the eafl of the mountain. Colonel Cootc, with 2 gq 
of the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, wliich com- 
pofed the divifion he was leading ; and the Morattoes fent forward 
200 of their boric, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interfperfed them in platoons between the troops of horfe. 

The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs pufhed on, bat 
were flopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the 
ufe of the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
flood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to thei'r main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eafl, from the end of the mountain ; the French on the right 
of the Morattoes. 

Colonel Coote, whilfl halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a meffen- 
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on like wife as faft as they could 
march : the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very (lowly; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
At eight o’clock the detachment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afcent, which inter¬ 
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftinguhhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com¬ 
panies, formed in a line in the rear of the cavalry, with the guns 
in the center; the two troops of European horfe were in the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced 
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againfi the enemy, who were Bill waiting for them; but when at the 
diftance of aoo yards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line; and the infant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
quick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were letting off to 
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englifh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them h lm - 
felf: the e fie ft anfwered the good-will and dexterity ; the fire was 
direfted amongfi the Morattoes ; and every Ihot was feen to oyerfet 
men and hories, which Hopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mulketry of the Sepoys ; and lome of them 
on the wings had even rode in amongfi: the outward of the Englifh 
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock which fell 
amongfi them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, againfi whom the 
field-pieces were then direfted, which they fiood for fome time, teem¬ 
ing to expeft the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but ffili in order, and 
with much compofure. 

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
quitted, and .feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French: camp; 
fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order Ihould 
meet, them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 
gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground 
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilff drawn up in a line 
with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
enclofures were good fhelter on neceffity, and the ground beyond them 
excellent for the. difplay and aftion of the whole army, which Colonel 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left, 
and to form on this ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry 
in a line in front, the Sepoys in another behind them. 
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As foori as this difpofition was executed, he rode back to the 
line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac¬ 
cording to the order of battle he had iflued to the principal officers 
in the preceding night. He fignified his intention of-leading the 
army on to a general aft ion, which was received with acclamations, 
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had fo long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad¬ 
mitted of their marching 011 in the fame order they were drawn up, 
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the firft line ; but the two field-pieces, frill attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies -of Sepoys, kept 
apart at feme diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line, 

I11 this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard again ft 
the fort of Vandivafh. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the effect of his appearance, rode forward with feme officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them. 

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they had drawn up ; the 
baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 
in the rear of all the three. They proceeded towards the fouth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the French camp. .As foon 
as the firft files of the infantry came to the ftony ground which ex¬ 
tends from the foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not aft, the whole halted, and the tvo lines of infantry ; facing 
to the right, prefented themfelves again in order of battle, oppofite to 
the French camp, at the diftance of a .mile and a half, but .out- 
ftretching it on the right; the baggage falling back at the fame time, 
gave place to the cavalry to refume their former, ftation as.the third line. 
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The Morattoes were fpread at the foot of the moimtain to protect 
their own camp, and none of them ventured within Teach of the two 
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft line; 
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
driven, back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this 
fituation, in expectation that the defiance would bring the French 
out of their camp ; but they ft ill remained quiet; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute tire reft of the operations he had me¬ 
ditated. 

The ground for fome diftance from the foot of the mountain, 
is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones 
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort 
the plain was occupied by rice fields. The Englifh army coaft- 
ing the mountain until oppofite to the fort, and then making a 
converfibn of their lines to the right, would immediately be 
formed in the ftrongeft of fituations; their right protected by 
the fire of the fort; their left by the impaflabte ground under 
the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number 
of troops, without oppofition, into the fort; who, Tallying ..with 
the garrifon to the other fide, might eafily drive the enemy 
from their batteries in the pettah ; from whence the whole of the 
Englifh army might likewiie advance again ft the French camp, with 
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where 
the main defences, which had been prepared in the front of their en¬ 
campment, or arofe from the ufual difpofitions on this fide, would 
become intlrely ufelefs. 

The Englifh army had no- fooner began their march along the 
foot of the mountain, than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences of this able operation. The camp immediately 
beat to arms, and faon after the troops were feen iffuing to occupy ■ 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had beet* 
previoufly marked out. 

The French cavalry, too, riders, all Europeans, formed on the 
right ; next to them were the regiment of Loirain, 400 firelocks : 
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ill the centre, the battalion of India, 700 ; next to them Lally’s, 
400, whole left were under the retrenched tank, in which were 
polled the marines or troops from the fquadron, with Poete’s from 
Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrench¬ 
ment and Lally’s were three, the fame number between Lally’s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; in all 16 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Bufly 
had brought from Cudapah, were polled at the tank in the rear of 
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to 
fupport on occafion : 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which 
ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity of this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which covered the 
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 150 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries again ft Vaudi- 
vafh ; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and 
protection of their own camp to afiift their allies in this decifive 
hour. 

The fight of the French army iffuing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
Fie inftantly halted his lines, which had advanced fame way along the 
foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two firft lines 
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The 
baggage were lent hack under the efcort of two companies of Se¬ 
poys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their 
place in the third line. 

The Engiifh army confifted of 1900 Europeans, of whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
1 ji the firft line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre. Draper’s on the left; but all without 
their grenadiers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this line; in the intervals of which 
were 10 pieces of cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s bat¬ 
talions, and two between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys. In 
the lecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, with a field- 
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks : the. ca¬ 
valry formed the third line; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 
center of the black horfe ; the two field-pieces with the two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys of the morning hill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firft line. 

As the Englifh army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon fhot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
large fweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englifh army, which made their third line. 
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended 
to wheel, ..in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofety confuted 
themfelves lo much, that fome went off immediately, which gave 
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely¬ 
ing on better affiftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the firft line 
were ordered to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to 
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but 
performed the evolution with fo little firmnefs, that little hope was 
entertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker 
with the 2 guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di¬ 
recting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppolite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op- 
pofe them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the 
quick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 15 men or horfes, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into 
confufion ; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he aflerts, 
fingly alone. If fo, he could not have ftaid long where he was, for 
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy s check, wcie advancing ; 
and many of the black, encouraged by the fecurity, were returning, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purfued 
in a long courfe quite to the rear of their camp 
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The Englifh army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack, 
during which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
diftance even for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and nei¬ 
ther with any efFeft. The Englifh did not begin to anfwer until 
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much better directed, halt¬ 
ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted 
it to continue, by not advancing from the front of their camp. Mr 
Lally retiring from the Englifh cavalry, and deferred by his own 
rejoined -his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englilh cannonade: his own impetuo- 
fity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate decifion 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not directly 
oppofite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel, 
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englifh. 

Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or¬ 
ders to his own. -None but the Europeans of the firft and fecond 
lines were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no fhare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter 
receive orders how to aft. 

The enemy began the fire of mufketryat one o’clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until nearer; neverthelels the company of 
CofFrees, which was infer ted in one of the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co¬ 
lonel Coote was at this time palling from the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
cloaths from the fire of the CofFrees. As foon as he arrived at his 
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the whole 
line. 

Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a column 
twelve in front: the operation is fimple and was expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made no change in the difpofition of his regiment, 
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but ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; which Lotrairr 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the difiance of 50 yards in 
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not flop the column. Ill au inftaut the two 
regiments were mingled at the pufh of bayonet; thofe of Coote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately bom down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was fpread 
with dead and wounded, and .Lorrain having juft before 1 uttered from 
the referved fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain 
the camp. Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to 
order before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the 
reft of the line. 

As he was pafting on, a fhot from one of the guns with Draper’s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
Lally’s, where the marines were ported, and the explofiou blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with tire chevalier Poete, were killed dead, 
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and had es¬ 
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out of the retrench¬ 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined 
in the way bv the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had buffered nothing, likewife abandoned their poff. Colonel 
Coote on the explofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain Izer, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper’s regiment, 
and take poffeffion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco¬ 
vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muft have cauied ; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of 
Lally’s regiment. The ground bri which Draper’s was ftanding oppo¬ 
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to file off by 
the right. Mr. Bufiy, who commanded on this wing, had before en¬ 
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 60, 
and adding to them two platoons of Lally s, led and poked them in 
the tank', and then returned to fupport them with the regiment. 
But Brereton’s files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the 

ouickeft pace, buffered little from their fire, and coming upon the 
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left of the retrenchment, affaulted it impetuoufly, and carried it after 
receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, un¬ 
der which Major Rrereton fell mortally wounded, and when fallen 
refufed the affifbnceof the men-next him, but bid them follow their 
viftory. The firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Lally’s, and 
drove the gunners from them ; whilft the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and fhouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Lally, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bufty wheeled the regiment of Lally, and fent off platoons from 
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divilion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons a died faint¬ 
ly, only fkirmifhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe 
affault. The aftion likewife continued only with mufketry, but 
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be¬ 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to 
bear on the flank of Lally’s, who had none to oppofe them ; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bully, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pufh of bayo¬ 
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck 
with a ball in the bead, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of which two or three balls palled through his deaths, and when 
he alighted only 20 of Lally’s had kept near him, the reft had 
fhrunk. Two platoons fet off on the full run from Draper’s 
to furround them: the officer demanded and received Mr. Bully’s 
fword, and fent him with a guard into the rear; lie was con¬ 
duced to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of 
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and was halting with them 
and their field-piece at fome diftance, ready if neceflary to fup- 
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bully alked who the troops he 
faw were; and was- anfwered 200 grenadiers, the belt men in 
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the army, who had not fired a fhot; he clafped his hands in fur- 
prize and admiration, and faid not a word. 

During the conflict on this fide the two centers, which were 
compofed of the troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept 
up a hot, but diftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion 
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Lally’s ; but as foon 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went offlikewife, but in better 
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many of Coote’s* 
in the fir ft fury of victory, had pur fued their antagonifts of Lorrain 
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp : 
they might have fuffered by this rafhnefs, if the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their pofts on feeing the rout of Lorrain. It took, 
fome time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the. 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into- their ranks, 
and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, whilft. 
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se¬ 
poys fhould rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the 
left kept up an mceffant fire plunging into the camp. 

As foon as the other wing and the center of theEnemy’s army gave 
way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
purfuit, leaving then* artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition. India and Lally’s had 
parted through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of Lorrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the. ex- 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the 
marines in this poll, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to fpeak to Mr. 
Bufly, but turned fuddenly, and’ordered, the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed ; and moil 
of them being thofe of Zillphacarjung who had ferved with Mr. 
Bufly in the Decan, he rafhly fufpefted treachery,. and, unable to 
controul the impulfe of diftraction, rode into the camp to flop the 
fugitives of Lorraip. 
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Calcutta on.the viftory at Plafley. Their congratulations to Colonel 
Coote and the array were abundant as their joy. 

The day after the battle fcarcely fufficed for the variety of orders 
neceflary to reftore the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpp* 
fitions, by which Colonel Coote, with _ his ufual activity, reiblved 
to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and in veil the fort of Arcot; 
Lieutent Cliifttolm to fend to Covrepauk the lick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram: Madrafs was requefted to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with (lores, battering cannon, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the liege of Arcot. 
Whatioever other troops could be fpared from Madrafs were 
to be fent to Vandivafh, with medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, adviftng him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Or* 
ders were iffued for 1000 of the black horfe to march to the fouth; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wade the country be¬ 
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry: the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the huflars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent againft the diftricts between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, and were to aft in correfpondence with 
the other detachment. 

The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they 
only remained the day after; and then Mr. Lally, without rein¬ 
forcing the garrifon, fell back with all the European force to 
Gingee, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
ftill fufpicions, although Mr. Bully was taken, to aft under the 
commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in- 
curfions to the north of the Paliar, Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta¬ 
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againft Arcot, 
The baggage from Outramalore, waiting for fome ftores from 
Chmglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame evening, a 
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detachment marched from Vandivafh, and the nest morning m- 
veiled Cbittapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to fur- 
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within caimoni' 
fhot, and the .commandant ftill perflfting in his refufal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders was erefted in the night, again ft the n. e. 
angle, and a howitz was planted in the pet tab, to enfilade the north 
line of the rampart. The. fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly practicable by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De Tilly l'urrendered without terms. The 
gaprifon con lifted of four coramiffloned officers, and 52 private Eu¬ 
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can-' 
non ; the ftore of ammunition was con ifde rable, and amougO. the 
arms were 300 excellent mulkets, which were tliftrihpted amongft 
the Englifli Sepoys. The. garrifqn reported, that a party, with, two 
field-pieces, were marching.from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. 

In the mean time, the. horfe font to the fouthward had performed 
their million with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo- 
rattoes had. taken on the north of the Pahar, and fold, to whomfb- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole colleftion 
was driven under different convoys to Vandivafh, Carangoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than peiiored the number, which thefe 
d iff rifts, had loft, Belides what they had fold, they had driven 
away a great multitude of the heft cattle into the vallies leading 
from Lalllput to Damalcheiyi, which they intended to fend, w'irh 
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the 
hills; but the .menaces, and iiiccefs of Colonel Coote railed appre- 
lieniions in Iniiis Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this 
plunder, if he continued any longer in the province. He therefore 
quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit- 
rapett fuvrender,ed ; aud continued his march through the pafs, from 
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whence lie wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here¬ 
after be ready to wait on him with his troops, if they could agree 
upon the terms. 

On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had marched with his garrifon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacaijung ftrongly ported in the rtreets of the 
town ; lie neverthe'lefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them Horn their 'hands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
little on Ills own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
■the fort did not want their fervice. On the 3 irt, the army, which bad 
moved by two fucceffive diviiions, encamped near Arni, where they 
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been lent utter, which "was much 
lefs than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys, •efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally 
had ordered ” from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three commifiaries, who were travelling to .Pondicherry in their 
paliankeens. 

The next day, which was the firrt of February, Colonel Coote, 
with the rtrft divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very fmall, al¬ 
though well-built, only fliells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender: they were -one ferjeant com¬ 
manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 
The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in erecting batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre¬ 
pared the materials, and had nearly finifhed one on the north face of 
the fort. 

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended by Captain Clive, againft Rajahfahib, in t 75 2, ^ Englifh 
had'contributed moll; but the French finifhed what was intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
Lally 1 s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the folid 
.rock, and had every where been dug to man height: the fauflebrav 
„ was 
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was clear, but open ; being neither fkirted with a parapet-wall, nor I 7 ^°‘ 

even with a palifade : a glacis, and a covered way, had been carried 
round the fort; and from the center of the north-fide of the covered¬ 
way projected a ftrong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round which 
the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated 
with this ravelin : the narrow rampart of the old wall had in many 
places been widened, and ramparts raifed to it, for the ready running 
up of cannon ; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any lize, thole at the foui 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the weftem to the eaftern fide 
nearly 800 yards ; the eaftern face 350 ; but the fouthern wall, re¬ 
ceding as it ftretches to the eaflward, reduces the eaftein face to 
260 yards, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate- way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 
angles. 

Two batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one, of three embrafutes 
in the front of fome houfes, Banding at the diftance of 360 yards, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in the angle on its right; and was intended to breach in the interval: 
the other battery was on the left of this, but 100 yards nearer; it mount- 
ed only two-guns* of which, one was to di&nantle the tower in the 
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right 
of the gateway itftlf. A battery of three guns was railed to the 
fouth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the tort, and bore upon the 
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaflwardThis battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houfes gave dielrer 
to the guards, and covered the workmen in the outlet of the ap¬ 
proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on 
the north: it was to the left of the ravelin, at the diftance ot 200 
vards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge ovei t ic Lai e in, 
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravelin com¬ 
municated acrofs the ditch with the body of the tort: but tins bat¬ 
tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the rampart, 

and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun again ft the two 
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batteries to the ea ft ward, and, in cafe the bridge fhould be broke, 
the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice, 
if the breach thou Id be aftaulted, would be of more detriment than 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery was employd wily 
becaufc it was ready. 

On the 3d and 4-th, whilft the batteries were eoiiftruclmg, the 
ga-tifoil threw many Ihells to interrupt the work, but no men were 
nftt by them. On the 5th, all the three batteries opened; and the 
gamion ftill continuing their ihells, returned likewife on all hides 
wiih more cannon than fired upon them; and a l'o'klier was killed 
on the hr. E. attack, and four artillery-men to the ibuth. On the 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery of three to the 
eaft, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, and 
two were likewife wounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200 
cohom-fhells arrived from Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch Ihells for 
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with 
the army ; no powder came with the Ihells ; and from the defence, 
the ftock in camp feemed likely to be exhaufted before the place 
could be opened to aftault; and {hot grew equally fcarce. Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of both 
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the yth, 
the army began their approaches from both attacks. On the ytb, 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chiitglapett ^but from the want 
of lerviccable bullocks they were accompanied by only 50 £hot, and 
50 barrels of powder expected with them were ftill lagging on tliG 
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening,, only one man 
was killed, and two wounded. The approaches were ptifhed on all 
night; and the next day, which was the eighth of the month,, ar¬ 
rived the powder from Chingkvpett, and a quantity was difeovered 
buried in one of the houfes of the town; but all the fiiot were 
to nearly expended, that, at four in the afternoon, Colonel Coote 
beat a parley, in order to get time to pick up what the enemy had 
fired. The French officer. Captain Huiley, accepted the meftage, 
which was a liunmons to furrender, as lie., couid expedl no fue- 
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cours : he an fwe red, that not a man had been killed in the fort; 3760. 

hut that he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before, pT;' - ’ 

at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon ffiould be free, 
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and 
fro lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
ldfs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night, the trenches to the s. were pulbed on with much diligence,' 
and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs,' 
cannon and fhells from the body of the place, muiketiy, grenades, 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of 
the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
conducted it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em¬ 
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very near 
the foot of the glacis. With the day, which was the 9th, the bat¬ 
teries, having received feme more fhot from Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampartand had di fin an tied the towers that flanked 
them : but {fill the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was vet made in the covered way. Great therefore was the furprize, 
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary offer of furrendering the next 
day, if allowed' the honours of war ; which, as before, implied 
that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners. Colonel Cootc re- 
fufed ; and foon after came another letter, offering as the condition, 
that they might all retire to Pondicherry on their paroles not to 
ferv-e again. Colonel Csote replied, that he fliould allow the officers 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment; but re¬ 
ferred the right of difpoling of their perfons; at the fame time, he 
invited the commandant to fupper, who came. The fort was clofely 
fur rounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from 
efcaping ; and early the next morning, the grenadiers of the army" 
took pofieffion of the gates. The garrifon con filled of 11 officers, . 
three of whom were captains, and 236 fbldiers and artillery-men, 
in all 247 Europeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoys. The ar¬ 
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces of cannon, of which fome 
were eighteen-pounders: there was like wife a plentiful llock of 
j ammunition, . 
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ammunition, and military {lores of all kinds. The batteries muft 
have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived : the garrilbn 
had not loft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days 
longer before the aflault by ftorm could be rifqued. They exte¬ 
nuated the early ibrrender by the certainty of not being relieved. 
It required the refpitc of feme days to refit the wear and tear which 
the army had endured during the adivity of the late operations ; for 
.all the carriages were fhattcred, all the men wanted cloathing, and 
all the bullocks were fore. 

Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bully’s generality to the 
Englifh factory when he took V izagapatam, had permitted him to 
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
.was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefented the defeat as 
far from irretrievable. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mr. 
Lally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Valdore. His 
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him flill moie 
odious til an ever. No invedtive, howloever unjuft, was fpaied. 
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redreffed by worfe, until the battle was 
■loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the univerfal deteftation in which he was held. 

Neverthelels, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed 
what meai'ure to purfue after the defeat. The neceflity of returnhh- 
ing the army with the {tores and artillery they hacl loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back nearer to Pondicherry; and the pro- 
teftion of the diftrias in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now 
became of great concernment; for fince the lofs of Malulipatam, of 
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion- to the former importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea ; and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
in a ftore of provifions ; fo that their greateft refource at this time 
was from the harvefts in thefe diftrias, which was ripe and gather¬ 
ing in. 

The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly to th<? French troops remaining in the ifland Seringham, had 

prevented 
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prevented the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftritls, from 1760. 
collefting enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, 
although the revenues, if unmolefted, would have furnifhed 
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex¬ 
pected they would join him before Vandivafli. They were, befides 
the 300 European .in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from 
Pondicherry, with {lores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to collect the revenues, 
who was a counsellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he Should be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the bell means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleffion of the fortified pagoda 
of Pitchandali, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Sanaiaveram and htatore into the 
I {land of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoncd only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap¬ 
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofled the 
■river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun¬ 
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continued at 
Samiaveram finee the defeat of-the French party, which had ad¬ 
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning. Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from fending a ‘reinforcement to Pitchamhh ; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the fignai. 

The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Pritchanda'h. The two field-pieces which were to beat down tiie 
gate were in the road-; the oxen were caft off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 
choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were -not difco¬ 
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the fcaling- 
ladders : the garrifon, more numerous than fuppofed, fired hotly 
from the walls, and Specially on the field-pieces. Moft of the Eu¬ 
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed 
in bringing onthe-hekl-pieces liked the iervice; and to encourage them. 

Captain 
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Captain Smith and Lieutenant.Horne pulled themfielves at the guns; 
their example- brought more aiiiftance ; but often, who were at the 
gun With Smith, two were foot dead, and three womided, before they 
got them into the choultry, wlieii a few rounds brought down the 
gate-way ; in this in limit captain Smith received a ball under lib 
fnoulder, which totally diiabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his 
place and endeavoured to. lead the men to the aflault, but the detach¬ 
ment had lutfercd lb leverely that none would follow him -; he, how¬ 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring oil the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received of the llrength of 
the French parties atUtatore, which appeared an overmatch for the dif- 
pirited troops at Samiaveram ; nor could Tritchinopoly fpare a rein¬ 
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then 
lately fend to aft in conjunftion with thole coming fronaUtatore: the 
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar¬ 
rived the fecod of February at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re¬ 
lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and flreight- 
ened towards the Caveri by the garrifon of Tritcbinopoly, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from the en¬ 
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to leek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provisions ; io that all their 
fubfiftence, for ieveral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire-wood to drels the viftuals they found in them. 

The French troops at Utatore having* waited fox fome ftores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8th : they were 140 Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 600 Se¬ 
poys, ; and brought with them a competent flock of ammunition and 
fpare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro¬ 
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Huflan Ally, marched 
again ft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th 
of December. The garrifon left in it were four companies of 
Sepoys, under the command of two European feijeants; all of 
whom, although there were guns in die fort, behaved very ill, and 
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furrendered the place before any impreffion had been made on the 
walls. 

At the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering- 
ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated ; and 
the garrifen, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but left a company of 
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which {lands five miles inland 
of Devicotah. 

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa¬ 
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whole 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano¬ 
ther company from the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they 
marched out, .and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking five ftand of their colours, with four 
of their officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many were 
drowned in the hurry of croffing the Coleroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took pofleffion of Devicotah, 
and began to repair the breaches. 

The news of the victory at Vandivafh reached Tritchinopoly on 
the 30th of January, and cleared at once the clGiid of defpondency 
which had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fmce he left Madrais to 
proceed thither. He pitched his tent, difplayed bis great ftandard, 
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic; but 
waited until the French troops ffiould be removed from Sering- 
ham; and his wifh was foon gratified; for Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a fecond orderjnunder the fe- 
vereft penalties of difobedience, for all the troops between Vol- 
condali and Tritchinopoly to join his army without delay. They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the garrifon of Tritchino¬ 
poly, and made the preparations with all fecrecy ; but fome of 
the Malabsrs employed by them were natives of this part of 
the country, who, felicitous to fecure pardon, if not favour, 
with the change of government, gave immediate and conftant iutel- 
Tigence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad¬ 
vantages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The 
Vql. 1 J. 4 H whole 
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whole body of the French troops were 450 Europeans and Coffrees, 
and 1200 Sepoys; of which 150, with the commifiary, were in the, 
pagoda of Jumbakifiha. The retreat was appointed at nine, at night, 
on the 6th of February ; of which- previous intelligence was brought; 
to Captain Smith ; and. almoft the whole garrilon of Tritchinopoly 
were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se¬ 
rin gham, ready to move as loon as the enemy. The notices were 
punctual; and the firft divifron of the Englilh troops entered the. 
fouth gate of the pagoda as the laid of the French were going out of 
the oppofite: the reft of the Engliili troops marched round the. 
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide,, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to- 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion of a, 
line of men marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Captain R. Smith, 
who led the the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at¬ 
tack the ft rangers ; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire,, 
becaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar Tondiman, which had 
for fome time attended the garrifon, .to advance bet ween, the pagodas, 
of Seringliam and Jurabakiffna, and what troops they now deferred. 
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy; who they really 
were, being thofe moving from Jumbakiflha to join their main body:. 
they were foon after afeertained by a black fervant of R. Smith’s, 
who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in 
French. On which the Englilh* troops immediately proceeded, and 
began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy were .leav¬ 
ing the farther]bankwho in their hurry flung* away fifty barrels 
of gunpowder,, which were recovered; and they deftroyed a 
tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line never, 
flopped until they got to Utatore. The . Nabob’s horfe followed, 
hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter or a 
prifoner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their 
equipages and ftores; but the infantry,, black and white,, halted at Sa¬ 
rnia v era m until, the horfe returned, which was the next day ;. when a 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys,, and 50 Europeans, with two guns and a 
cohorn,. and part, of the Nabob’s, horfe, marched under the com-> 
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maud of lieu ten ant Horne, againll T otcum and Cortalum : at the fame 
time, nU the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoly ; 
and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excel¬ 
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of 
Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new appear¬ 
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poffible, requeued Jo- 
feph Smith to go, and afk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore, The 
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or min iff er, 
which, amdngft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithflanding the late fuccelles 
of the Englifh arms, infilled, that the Nabob fhould furnifh the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expedited, without obtaining a 
Tingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haflan Ally had abandoned 
Totcum, on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy 
made a {land for three days, until a battery was raifed, when they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the refl of the de¬ 
tachment returned to the city; where the Nabob was making, with 
accuflomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. 

The ravages which had been committed by the Englifh cavalry, 
in the diflridls around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the 
French troops from Valdoor ; but not before the cavalry were gone 
off with their plunder. The French detachment, feeing nothing 
to oppole them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which, 
on intelligence of their approach, the Prefidency reinforced 
with 40 Europeans. Captain Prellon had already been fent to 
command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had 
detached 500 black horfe, and 20 luiffars, from the liege, of Arcot, 
with orders, if Prellon ffiould think proper, to lead them againfl the 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be¬ 
fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated fall; and 011 the 8th, 27 
hufiars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivalh, where 
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they were enlifted in the Englifh fervice. Mr. Lally, on hear¬ 
ing" that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was 
•prefled, took a hidden reiolution of marching with all the reft 
of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce¬ 
ments into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by fnrprize, and releafe 
the wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, 
mutinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of the 
bounds, as if they intended to go over to the Englifh garjrifons ; their 
officers however brought them back; but luch was the general dif- 
content for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were 
overheard, in the night of the nth, propofmg among themfelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts again ft tire government houfe, as the 
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re¬ 
prefen ted the depofitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the 
Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex¬ 
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the 
rear of Vandivafti and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co¬ 
lony, at the rent of 1,4.50,000 rupees a year : they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anlwered, that they had no money, having 
been difeppohited of much they expefted by the lofs of Van- 
divafh and Chittapett; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally 
had rented the diftri&s round Arcot, whilft they remained under 
his authority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 
8 q,ooo in twenty more, if what remained of the diftribts let to 
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition ot 
all the country to the f'outh of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum 
and the banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but 
the prefent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu¬ 
ture depended on the protection of the countries : they were farmed 
to him at 1,750,000 rupees a year. 

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they 
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
becaufe it was a fuperceffion of their own authority in the admini- 
ftration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of 
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■ i-L- lofs of Aicot, which with that of Chittnpett gave new fcope to ij 6 o. 
the imputations again# Mr. Tally. It was faid, that he himfelf had '—* 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not February ’ 
more than five. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much 
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey to the Englifh ? But 
this conduit, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of junifi¬ 
cation ; for, had he. withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englifh "army, 
having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi¬ 
cherry, when the produce of the country, fo neceflary to fiore Pon- 
dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the 
neceflity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way; 
and, befides the time they muft employ again#: thefe forts, other 
delays might concur to keep them ftiil longer at a clifiance. 

The Englifh army, after the reduction of Arcot, encamped with¬ 
out the town, towards Velore. The Keilidar Mortizally trembled 
for his fort; and having been very complacent to the Englifh, fince 
the French had been repulfed from before Madrafs, he now intreated 
the Preiidency to fpare the attack, and fent a prefent of 30,000 
rupees to Colonel Coote ; who refufed it, figuifying, that he was 
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs, 
to levy tributes. The Keilidar replied, that it was intended as a 
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cufiom of 
the country; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated 
to the general fiock of prize-money for the army. 

The army had not refiored its equipments fumeiently to move 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of February, and 
even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch bowitz, 
which were not repaired. They halted this day at Timery, and 
500 Sepoys, with 100 black liorfe, were difpatched with Captain 
Stephen Smith againft Trinomaly. The next day the army, en¬ 
camped under Ami. The Keilidar of tins fort, which is con- 
fiderable, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjorc, had conducted 
himfelf with fo much hofpitality to both fides, that neither the 
French nor the Nabob confidered him as an enemy, O11 the 23d 
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they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from 
Stephen Smith, that he had got poffeffion of the pettah of Tri- 
nomaly ; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved to hold 
ont. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort; and the 
poffeffion of the fort was at this juncture of much coniequence, as its 
detachments might harrafs and interrupt convoys of provisions 
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced 
to the fouthwatd. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 
defer ter s, lately incorporated into a company under the command 
of one of their own feijeants ; they were called the French Volun¬ 
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fer vices; but 
this did not prove one; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrifon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were 
permitted to march out free whither they pleaded, with their arms 
and baggage ; their terms were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys, 
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a confiderablc quantity of ammu¬ 
nition, in the fort. Of the Englifh detachment, one of the volun¬ 
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 
attack. 

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornilh arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
fhips of the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his fhips, 
off Pondicherry in October, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry: 
from whence they failed again for the coaft of Coromandel on the 
1 $h of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed¬ 
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their pnf- 
fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received very 
little refrelliment from land ever Vince they left England about this 
time in the preceding year, and many were down with the feurvy. 

The army marched from .Chittapett on the 26th, ffriking acrofs 
the country to the s. e. On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived 
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much refort, at which meet 
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vandivafh, Outramalore, 
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30 
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miles diftant to the N. e. In the other direction of the country, 
it Hands nearly midway between Gin gee and Alamparvah on the 
fea-fhore; and on its left, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti¬ 
fied rock, called Permacoil. The wars between the two nations 
having never before brought any decifion before this place, it had 
hitherto remained neglected by both : But as foon as the French 
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor¬ 
tance to the protection of the intermediate diftriCts ; and Mr. Lally, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivafh, had prevailed on the 
Kellklar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort; but the 
eafy reduction of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kellidar repent of 
his hafty compliance ; and, as foon as the Englifh army were return¬ 
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre¬ 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by lurprize, ad- 
vifed him to attack it, and promiled all the affifhnce in his power ; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fmcerity of bis profeflions. 

In this intention, he fet off before the army in the laft march to 
Tondivanum, with moft of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per- 
macoil. Beiides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs height before 
and behind it ; the direction in length of the whole plot is- 1200 
yards, and extends from the n.e. to the s. w.: the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay neareft toTondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol¬ 
lowed the belt ground, which brought him to the north-eaft end, 
oppofite to the" northern face of the pettah, which lies under the 
weflern fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the neareft tower on the rock, and by 
field-pieces and mufketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon 
after came a man, commiffibned by the Kellidar, who informed Co¬ 
lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cof- 
frees, and 50 Sepoys ; that they had got fome guns up the rock ; but 
that four large pieces of cannon, which arrived the day-before, >vere 
Hill remaining in the pettah below ; and offered to conduct them to 

the gate ; for, although the pettah was under the main rocks., the 
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plain on all Ikies round the walls was encumbered with large frag¬ 
ments, which might afford fhelter to the approach. Colonel Coote 
immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 
to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 
the N. e. 

The rock-on which the fort of Permacoil ftands does'not extend, even 
at its bafe, more than 500 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not more than 200 : its 
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifhmg by Hopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of 
thefe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
whielr erodes in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward 
behind this ridge is 30 feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weft ward. This eaftern part is the upper, and the only real 
fort; being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls and towers 
ftrongly built. The other -inclofnre, although called the lower fort, 
■is only fur rounded with a wall of loofe fton.es, and was principally 
intended for the immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. The rock fills every where fo fteep, that the area of 
the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad¬ 
jacent rocks before and behind are not high enough to carry any de¬ 
triment to its fortifications. 

Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took poft behind 
fome rocks oppofite to the gate-way in the north face of the pettah, 
which ftands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces' 
of cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were {landing at the entrance 
of the gate-way, which was in the left fide of its projection ; and ibms 
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower 
juft behind to protect them. This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could not a£fc on the ground where the Sepoys were, 
ventured to lally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them, 
with one of the companies of Sepoys; which turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. The French 
-party, ftartled by their refolution, ran back, and were followed fo 
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clofe by Carty’s company, and they by Colonel Coote with the 
other, that the fugitives made no Hand at the gateway, but con¬ 
tinued their flight, ftrll purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of 
the rock at the farther end, where fteps were cut winding up to the 
tipper fort, by which they efcaped into it; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 
the commander, who was at the Heps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four 
pounders, of which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaufe 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife them, into the 
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co¬ 
lonel Coote polled the Sepoys in the bell fbelter the houfes afforded 
again!! the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mufke- 
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti¬ 
nued through the day. The horfe were diffributed, iome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and affiff, if any defcent 
fbould be made ; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo¬ 
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum : the enemy 
continued their fire through the night, and Imall parties came down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mulketry, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound¬ 
ed before the morning; no lofs had'been fuffained m the day. All . 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts, 

Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient cover 
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and hordes broken 
down ; during which fame were employed in railing and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranlporting carriages. 

In order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi¬ 
culty and time; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mulketry, but did no mifehief. 

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O’Kennedy, who fent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anlwered it with a 
temperate negative; on which Colonel Coote reiolved to lurprize 
the lower fort. Two guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to 
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1760. ffiew the path leading up the north fide of the htll, which being ex- 
tremel y rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpefted: they 
proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night; at the 
fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company of 
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to divert the enemy from the 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the fummit, when the 
foremoft got over the wall before they were difcovered. The 
enemy’s guards coiififted chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftonifli- 
ed by the firft fire ran away from their different ftations, and re¬ 
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would not rilque a {ally which might have recovered the 
lofs; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences 
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort; but 
with no eifoa, for the choultries and rocks riling every where af¬ 
forded iheltei. 1 he guides, as foon as the party was eflablifhed, 

came down with information of their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
cines, and immediately proceeded with them up the hill; where as 
loon as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrofs 
the lower fort, to efcalade the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withffanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them. The’ ridge 
might be afeended without clambering. The grenadiers carried the 
ladders; tiie reft followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up agamft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became 
exceflively hot. The ladders that were firft applied proved too 
fttort; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to 
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefs. Never- 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eagernefs as the Europeans, but many dropping or 
difabled. Colonel Coote ordered the affmlt to ceafo. He received a 
wound in the knee ; his aid de camp. Captain Adams, was foot 
through the hip ; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vo¬ 
lunteers, 
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lunteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed ; 16 Enropeans and 25 Se¬ 
poys were wounded : ill the falfe attack on the upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enfign Blakeney was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire of the fort dirm- 
niflied confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fcarcitv 
of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy, 
requefting a ceffation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con¬ 
cerning the furrender : this was refufed, and foon after lie font ano¬ 
ther letter requiring the honours of war, which were likewife de¬ 
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries 
in the lower fort, Handing 100 yards from the ridge and ram¬ 
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah ; and in this choultry the field-piece was planted; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which fheltered thofe 
whom it was not neceflary to expofe. The defences in the up¬ 
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en¬ 
tering angle, at the two extremities of whicli was a round tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig¬ 
zag out of light of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, againff the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
were ruined before night but the garrifon had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to flop the entrance. Many of 
thofe expofed in this fervice fuffered. New fealing-ladders had been 
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad¬ 
vance with them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and furrendered 
at diferetion. They were fifteen European gunners, chofen men, 
32 CofFrees, and 100 Sepoys: only one of each had been killed. 
There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition 
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either for them or the mulketry fufficient to have flood the aflault, 
nor had the garrifon two days provifion left. The total lofs and ca- 
fu aides of the Englifh, through the attack, were four Europeans 
killed, and 15 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 70 5 thefe troops had' 
never behaved fo well; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi¬ 
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jetnidars, the 
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bui wauling, who was the 
fenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal, 
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which 
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant, 
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma- 
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a conf d'erable reinforcement of men and ftores, at the very hour 
they heard of the arrival of the Englifh army at Tondivanum, oir. 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. 

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum, 
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans-, and fix- companies of 
Sepoys, to difeover near the bounds of Pondicherry. The diflancc 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles ; and tlie Sepoys, after marching 
ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungalum. 

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per¬ 
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles totheweflof 
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large collediorfof 
fand-hills, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, hfes 
about half a mile from the fea-fhore, and a mile and half to the north 
of the toh/n : they extend four miles to the weft ward, and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this fide., is called Perimbe : acrofs from north 
to fouth they extend two mile 3 , and have paffable dales between: 
direftly oppotite to. the fide of Perimbe, Hands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out-poft, iituated near the north bank of the river of Arian- 
copang, which falls into the fea about 500 yards from the wall of Pon¬ 
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fouth. 
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the n. e. from 
Perimbe to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between 
Villenore and Perimbe is the narrowed: part of the plain between 
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the river and the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a mile, 
whereas farther back it is three. The plain as tar as the bound- 
hedge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and 
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in the village 
under Villenore.. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had 
been raifed on the hill of Pcrimbe. Their foot and artillery were 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the fpace 
between. 

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum, 
not in the high road which pafleth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun¬ 
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and 
puffing through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe- 
rimbe and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him; and, ima¬ 
gining that it con lifted of foot as well as horle, fufpected likewife that 
the main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this 
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and' 
eonfuliony to gain, the avenue near eft the Red-lhll, which, as well' 
as another on its right, leads to the bound-hedge: they moved with 
all their held-pieces.in front,, to oppofe the fuppofed danger, which 
if real would have been the greateft: but the European horfe, which 
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Pcrimbe to ob- 
ferve and protect their rear. Colonel Coote fufpefted the error which 
occahoned the dborder he obferved in the infantry, and as fall: as 
his- troops came up ordered the European horfe, which were 
only 80, with three fquadrons of the black, to advance, and keep 
the enemy’s cavalry in check, whilft he himfelf, with the main, 
body, eroded over to the avenue, in which the laftof their infantry 
were entering; in whofe rear .he hung, having thus feparated them 
from their cavalry,, who, feeing their danger, retreated before the 
dtviiion advancing agaiaft them, to gain the other tide of the ave¬ 
nue on the right of,their infantry, whofe flanks were already pro¬ 
tected from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each 
fide. Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within 
I; 


6 11 
1760. 

March* 


T ir e , W a r of Coro p an del. Book XII. 

40 yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiers of Lorrain, who 
formed the rear-guard, referved it with much difeipline. At length, 
however, the fore moll troop of horfe, led by Affafbeg, a Jemidar 
of great fpirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down leven of them; 
‘.but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the irnpreflion, which other wife prom i fed to break the whole co¬ 
lumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they 
had palled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which 
terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the 
fire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote hopped the 
purfuit. I11 the mean while, the other divifon under the com¬ 
mand of Captain De Buke, had eroded over to the village of Vil- 
lenore, and routed the market-people there without refinance, and 
the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main ho ly, 
collected all worth the while they could carry off, and drove before 
them all the cattle. The whole aflemblcd again on the hill of Pe- 
rimbe, where they fet lire to the barracks, and the carriage of an 
eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off. In the 
afternoon, the whole returned toTritcliimungalum, intending to reft 
the night there; but a corporal of the dragoons defer ting, they re¬ 
moved five miles farther back to Manoor; from hence Colonel Coote 
fent orders to Major Mon Ion, to march the army from Tondivanum 
againft Alamparvah. 

The next day he moved bimfelf to Tali aver am, which is five miles 
from Manoor to the n. e. on the road towards Permacoil; but few 
of the black horfe accompanied him ; they were all difperfed to fe- 
cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. They, how¬ 
ever, came hack on the 9th, anti he proceeded with them from Ta- 
liaveram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obferved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Cony mere, 
where he met Mr. Bully by .appointment, who had been recalled on 
his parole to Madrafs, in order to be fent to Europe, in compliance 
with the earned; importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him 
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene¬ 
mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he would 
7 protraft 
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protraft the war ten years. On the 10th Colonel Coote came to 
Alamparvah, which the army had in veiled the day before ; but the 
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by 
his late fatigue, that he could not any longer ftir without danger,, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfbn to carry on the liege of Alam¬ 
parvah, but ftill continued in the camp. 

The fort of Alamparvah Hands on the fea-lhore, about 20 miles 
e. n. E. of Tondivanum, 15 e. of Permacoil, and 24 to the n. ojf 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts- 
of the coaffc fo near the lea. The fort was of Hone, fquare, of mo¬ 
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted' 
fauffebray, and a wet ditch-, but without a glads. A pettah ex¬ 
tends along the Brand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded ; and a ricochet bat¬ 
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was 
began hi the night, and finifhed before morning; during which, a 
ferjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finifhed in the pet¬ 
tah, to-batter the tower in the well angle of the north face; and 
the lots during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, ofCoote’s 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 12th, and in three hours difmounted moil of the 
guns, and ruined the whole line of defence ; and in the afternoon 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, furrendered : at diferetion. 
The garrifon, befides himfelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeon, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of- am¬ 
munition . 

The feafon was now advancing, when the French fquadron might 
be expected from the ifiands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them 
cf the only ffation under their command to the northward, and Ka- 
rical remained the only one, they had to the fo nth ward of Pondi¬ 
cherry 5; 
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cherry ; but the importance of Karical roie with the feafon, and the 
■encreafmg diftrefles of the capital; for becoming, with the change 
of the monfoon, the -windward ftation, all their veflels arriving on 
the coaft might get their fir ft intelligence here, .and, if the road 
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water, 
and frdh proviiions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of 
Negapatam and Tranquebar might, or might not fupply. The 
grain of the diftrifts, which was con fide rable, was gathered, and, 
with what might be purchased in the plentiful country of Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofmg its 
•own diftri&s by the fuccefles of the army; for it might be con¬ 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by 
‘the wind and current, would almoft make the paliage in a night, 
and with little riique, even if difcovered and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the Ihrf, in lhallow foundings, and along the fliore 
lwell of the lea, where vefi'els of European conftrudfion feldom 
cliufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
lofs of fuch another poffeffion in Devicotah, although not com¬ 
manding equal advantages; and had made a ftrong attempt to re¬ 
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
■two field-pieces, invefted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans andCoffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in¬ 
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches 
which their garril'on had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an afiault oil that which was inoll practicable ; the fire lafted an hour, 
when they were repul fed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and Coftrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their flay, 
and on their retreat, feat and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveftof the dill rifts. 

The Prefidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofieflion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the coaft; 
but, as it was intended that the army Ihould as foon as polfi- 
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ble encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of 
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for 
the attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without 
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornifh contributed to al¬ 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300 ; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the ftiips from Madrafs. Co¬ 
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, wh ich con lifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to direct the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritehinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrilon to the 
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either invert or lay 
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival of the 
(hips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi- 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the ferviceof the artil¬ 
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
lick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well 
as the troops on fhore. The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend 
his troops, and every kind of affiftance. 

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head 
of an army in the Carnatic immediately after the victory of Vattdi- 
vafh, was not ready to move from Tritehinopoly until the 18th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Betides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritehinopoly, 
he was accompanied by 1000 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by 
himfelf. They arrived at Volcondah on the 20th, From whence he 
was felicitous to proceed towards Arcot; but Captain Jofeph Smith, 
VOL.II. 4K ' h 
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In conformity to the orders of the prefidency, wilHed to lead him 
towards Pondicherry. Tins difference of opinion kept them fome 
days at Volcondah, and'asa reconciliation, by which. fome fervice 
might be obtained from tile Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith conferited 
to 'march again ft Thiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcot, 
without being removed farther from Pondicherry. But the prefi¬ 
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na¬ 
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. of 
Gingee, between Volcondah and ■ Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftri&s, and efpecially in preventing any 
lupplies of provisions from being conveyed out of them to Pondi¬ 
cherry, from whence he would have nothing to fear, as the Englilh 
army would be advanced and lying between. 

The number of manned Mafloolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the forf, were not lufficient to carry olt the 
ammunition and ftores intended for the fiege as faft as the men of 
war could have taken them in ; and during this delay, the Falmouth 
of 60 guns was fent forward to take in Major Monfon’s party at 
Alamparvah, whilft the other fhips were lading at Madrafs : and on 
the 15th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wouiui, 
came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the prize- 
money accruing to the army from their late lucceffes. 

The Falmouth, {landing into the road of Alamparvah on the 16th 
in the morning, difcovered a {hip at anchor clofe in fliore, about 
turn leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an eafy fail, under French colours; but the ftranger ait 
her cable, and ran afhore into the fuff, which being boifterous, 
{he immediately bilged, and all but three of the crew got afhore. 
The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impoflible to get the ftiip oft, 
fet fire to her. She was the Harlem, which had been difpatched by 
Mr. Moracin from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, and 
was returning with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and 
had like wife tutenague and other merchandize on board, none of 
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which could be recovered ; but the lofs of the provifions was by far 
the greatefl detriment to the enemy. 

Major Monfon, with the pioneers and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th ; they anchored in 
the road of Karical at day-break on the 28th, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Mon fon to 
reconnoitre the fhore. I hey diicovered no figns, either of the peo-. 
pie expected from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach¬ 
ment with Captain Jofeph ; whofe mflruftions had not reached them 
in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, which 
hadlikewife failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. Major 
Mon foil went on board Mr. Cornifh’s flip, and it was agreed, not- 
withflanding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and disap¬ 
pointed of the troops they expetled to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen mafloolas accompanied the flnps ; they took in 
1 70 of the troops, belides the Macoas, who are the black fellows that 
row them; thefe formed the firfl divifion, and were towed to the 
furf by the yawls and pinnaces of the fhips, which, befides their 
rowers, took as many folcliers as they could carry, who formed the 
fecond divifion : all thefe fleered for the ihore, five miles to the north 
of the fort. The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long¬ 
boats, which were rigged with tails, and proceeded clole to the furf, 
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they were to appear as if intending to land by pufliing over 
■the bar of tlie river, which was not impracticable. 

A fmall fnow and a {loop, which drew little water, and mounted 
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way 
between the real landing and the long-boats. As foon as the yawls 
and pinnaces fetched thefurf, they dropped their graplings, and call 
off the mafloolas, which immediately rowed alhor-e, and l anded the 
troops in them; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out 
of the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
long-boats came down, failing fall with the wind and current, and 
the troops in them were likew ilc landed nlltogether by the mafloolas; 
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the whole without the appearance of any oppofition intended by 
the garrifon. As foon as all were on (hore, they advanced to the 
village oppofite to which the two fmall veflels were at anchor, and 
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the 
ftoop, and were mounted on fhip-carriages ; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expected with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be¬ 
ing embarked at Madrafs. They palled the night in the village 
without alarm; and early in the morning moved on to take poffef- 
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the 
fort. It was a fpacious town, feparated from the fort by an efpla- 
nade of i oo yards ; regular works had been traced round the other 
three tides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the 
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau¬ 
phin : the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or 
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men 
were killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under 
fhelter of the buildings in the pettah ; which they entered without 
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took poft in the 
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide of the 
pettah, and about the fame diftance from the line of houfes front¬ 
ing the fort. They found about them plenty of provifions, as well 
in the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabitants. 

The fort of Karical ftands 300 yards from the fea-fhore: a river 
coming from the 'weft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the 
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again direftly to the eaft, in a 100 yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft of defeats, the want of fpace : for its internal area, 
exclufive of the four baftions, was no more than 100 yards from w. 
to e. and only 50 from N. to s. The baftions admitted only three 
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a 
ravelin much more fpacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A 
wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the n. w. and s, and their 
ravelins ; but on the ead face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like- 
wife, and dry ground occupied the fpace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the ead curtain, continuing round the two baftions in 
an excellent fauflebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin 
projected. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longed: direction, that from 
E. to w. not more than 200 yards; and the pettah outftretched this- 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which fkirted the efplanade, 
and had been differed to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the 
glacis; but this demolition added only a fpace of 40 yards to the 
efplanade, and that not clear; for the rubbifh not being yet re¬ 
moved ftill afforded fome fhelter. 

As foon as the Englifh troops had taken poflefffon of the pettah,, 
Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took pofleffion of a fa- 
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was 
likewife the flag-da ff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were paffing, but did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be¬ 
gan to eondrudt a battery near the river on the efplanade, which 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has 
matte, and drikes dreight to the fea : they were not interrupted in 
their work; neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm 
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed, 
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin.. The range 
was exactly gained at the firft fhell, and only thirteen were fired 
before the guard, confiding of 50 men, abandoned it; and, know¬ 
ing ways of which the Englifh troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners 
fent from Pondichery, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the 
fort, notwithdanding a company of marines were looking out for 
them, who kept too far from the fea-fhore, whild the gunners tra> 
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veiled along the .beacla until they came to the river, when they con¬ 
tinued under the bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in cpn- 
ftru£ting the battery, 

The cover afforded by the ppttah determined the attack to be 
carried on againft the north face of the fort; and the greater extent 
of the efplanade to the, eaft, 'which is 500 yards (whereas to the 
weft it is interrupted by the curve of the river at 300) § ave the pre¬ 
ference of the enfilade 'from the eaft, which of confequence deter¬ 
mined the breach to be in the north-eaft baft ion, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettah, 
one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences 1 in 
. the battery to the eaft, two of the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppofite 
r ravelin, and acrofs into the ravelin on the fiouth 1 fo that every patt 
. of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the fhips, and affifted in drawing them, and in 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all the 
neighbouring villages were deferted, and fupplied neither man nor 
beaft ; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph Smith’s detach¬ 
ment, nor of the afiiftance expefted from the garrifon of Tritclii- 
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the 
armament. 

Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on the 
2 c,th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againft Thiagar ; he immediately turned his march to Kan cal ; and 
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The neareft road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Coleroon, 30 miles n. n. w. of the city of Tanjoie. .Haring 
crolled the river, which is there fpacious, you continue to Comba- 
conum, which ftands five miles farther, on the bank of tfie firft arm 
of the Caven; and beyond this is another arm to croJs, bcioie you 
join the road leading eaft to the fea-fhore : much of the ground 
between the rivers is funk in marfhes, and the better giound is over¬ 
flowed in rice-fields, without any continued road, which greatly re- 
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card the paffage of carriages; and the way ‘between VAlcondah and 
Karical being 126 miles, the march can Tcarcely be performed in 
lefs than ten days ; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
whole ignorance of the impofiibility of his appearance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which 
in telligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expect 
from clay to day when all the marines and bailors mud have been 
ivimbarked, and Major Mon foil would have been left with only 

Europeans, and without a field-piece. 

However, thefe apprelienlions only encreafed their a&ivity in 
pufhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
again ft Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw ihells 
all night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their camion, 
and even ufed their m 11 Ike try, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach : this early profufion of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In the morning of the 
1 ft of April the two embrafures on the right ol the enfilading bat¬ 
tery to the eaft were opened. The paffage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the. left face 
of its angle projecting to the eaft, and the garrifon had lain a tow 
of wood and palmiras in front ot the barrier gate, which do fid this 
paffage: at the foot of the glacis, in order to con ft r u£t a battery there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimes threw carcafles 
of fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effe& ; and two royals, of 
which the fliells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually 
bombarded the fort. I11 the morning of the 2d, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading batter}-. At ten o c 
arrived Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoiy with Lafcari* 
oxen, coolies, and ftores ; and the Nabob came up likewise with 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Joteph Smith ha*, 
fent forward, as the rains and the badnefs or the ioads ictarcec t ie 
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to 
bring them on ^ This reinforcement afforded troops »i^ 
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1760. invert: the fort all round. In this day the enemy’s fire was ex- 

W 7 V ~ J ceffive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery, 

and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the 
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight o’clock of 
this day. Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach¬ 
ment, which were 130 European mufketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
■field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during the 
night finifhed two embrafures in one face of their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery; and traces ap¬ 
peared of another face to the north, which feemed intended to fcowr 
the oppofite ftreet of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment. 

.Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the n. face 
of the n.e. baftion, at the diftance of 150 yards, and was fo well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns 111 the face attacked, and in lefs 
than ,an hour all the merlons were beat down ; the other face had 
before been much fhattered by the enfilading battery, which had 
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft: ravelin : fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a fhot now and 
■then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were ported in the ruins 
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
■baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the 5th of the 
month, and the 10th fince the landing, a battery, intended to deftroy 
the .eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the n.w. baftion quite finifhed; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the fhips. Intelligence was received, 
that a detachment of 450 infantry, and 150 European horfe, were 
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the fiege. The breach, though broad, could not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ftill de¬ 
fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached, 

and 
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and by the parapet of the fau lie-bray, which remained undamaged: 
but the gate of the barrier 'leading through the glacis to the eafl 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet fhot flying over the bat¬ 
tery, which the enemy had railed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry, 
which railed and let down the draw-bridge before the n. e. face off 
the call ravelin, had likewile been fhot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deflroyed it to interrupt 
the pallage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin : and the fit me fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubfHtuted to flop the paflhge ; fo that, if 
the florm bad been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands.. 
All thefe circumflances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com¬ 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fummons by requeuing 
to march away with the honours of war : to which Monfon re¬ 
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war; but 
that the inhabitants fhould be left in pofleffion of their houfcs in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys- might go 
where they pleafed. The terms were accepted ; and the Englifh 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon conlifled 
of 115 Europeans, of whom 101 were military, 7 2 T opalles, and 
250 Sepoys. Belides {mal-ler ■ arms and {lores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all lorts, and nine mortars, with a 
large Hock of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in 
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was fo great an 
armament prepared, to fucceed with fo little lofs, excepting when. 

Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in 1746. 

Nevertheiefs, the capture was well worth the exertion : as befides 
the advantages of its fituation with refpedt to the lea, it jittorded 
the French a conflant and certain inlet to the territories of fanjore, 
and by various purchafes and ceffions from .the government they 
had acquired dlflri&s round the fort, containing % 13 villages, of 
which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port and town, never 
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produced kd's than 50,000 pagodas a year, diffident for the expence 
of the garrileu. As the fort was too fmall, all the European inha¬ 
bitants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well built, as 
wore many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this 
fuccels, beyond the detriment it occafioned to his enemies; for a 
member of the council of Madrafs had been font in the fquadron, to 
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the did rifts. 

The abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Monfon had left the 
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved 
with it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the id of 
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent forward a detach¬ 
ment of obfervation, to take pod at Manoor, within five miles of 
Valdore. The fweep of Country to the wedward of Killenore as 
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due wed of Pondicherry, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and 
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more cireumfcribed, their lad re four ce for provilions. All the coun¬ 
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and Vnndi- 
valh as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys witli 
him, to place as guards in new didrifts, as reduced. By his advice, 
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againd Villaporum. 
The didance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garriibn 
of Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach¬ 
ment coniided of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys, 
under the command of captain Wood, and the renter accompanied 
with Iiis people. They marched from Killenore on the 3d of April, 
a little after lun-fet, and, palling through Vicravandi, captain Wood, 
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum at ten the next morning, 
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. The 
bed intelligence that could be obtained, reported, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400 horfe in the place; and at fix, as foon as the 
Sepoys were refrefhed, Wood led them to the attack, which could 
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only be made by fcramblmg up the wall, as they had no ladders. 
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from 
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on which the enemy 
Tallied, but the horle rode In between, and drove them back. The 
Sepoys rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to 
efcalade before day-break ; but at eight o’clock at night the garrifon 
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of an Enfign ; and at ten at night fet out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company* 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the. 
cavalry, which accomplilhed this march of 60 miles in 36 hours. 

Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the welt- 
ward of Villaporutn and Gingee, and the forts intended to: protect 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chofe to levy and maintain ; and in the end of March, 
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, lent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabgur, Tricalour, and Trivaneloor: thefe three forts, had been 
taken poflefiion of by Mahomed Ifibof and Kiftnarow of Thiagar, 
wMlft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to. them during 
tlie fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fitaated on a hill 15 miles s.s.w. 
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s. of Trinomaly : Trivelanoor 
Hands 10 miles s. e. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaporum. The 
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the 
other, were the nea.relt to protect thefe idler forts * but both were 
too much alarmed for their own fafety, to ritk any detachments 
abroad: the one by the Nabob's, camp then at Volcondah, the other 
by the Englifo army at Ki lien ore. Kilim row, after tire Ipfs of 
Thiagar in the preceding month of June, had remained, with the 
Nabob at Tritchinopoly, and, after the victory of Vandivalh, obtained 
liis per million to aft as a free-booter in the French diltrifts, and. 
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having plunder to offer,, eafdy en lifted a number of horfe, with 
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
trooped away to the country about Chilambarum, where they were 
carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood 
marched and took Yillaperum. 

Colonel Cootc recovered of his wound, rejoined the army atKille- 
nore on the ytli; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, lent 
off" 350 of the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the, country about Chi¬ 
lambarum; fo that a chain of treops, or polls, was now eftabliihed, 
which encircled Pondicherry in a {weep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvali. O11 the 10th, a large number of Sepoys were feen 
marching into Valdore from the Gingee road; they were what remain¬ 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah of Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee ; and Mr. I .ally', 
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif- 
couragement, tepreffed his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re¬ 
called them to aft again with the European force. Zulpharcaijung 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicherry. 

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to.Maaoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take pofleffion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore ; the day 
after, which was the 12th, he brought up the reft of the army, and 
encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. If) die night, two batteries were commenced, and 
fhells thrown, which the garrifon anfwered by lliot, and both were 
employed without mifehief. The next day all the cavalry, not on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re¬ 
connoitre : and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. The 
t reneh cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks, 
which the Englifh cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re¬ 
turned 
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turned to camp. They had perceived at a diftance a large cloud of 
dull, as of troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry. 

The fort of Valdore Hands nine miles n.tj.w. of Pondicherry. 
Its form is an exa& parallelogram, fquaring with the compalsj and 
extending 300 yards from e. to w. and 210 from n. to s. It is fitu- 
ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of 
the forts in the country, were a rampart with towers, a fatffie-btav, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had raifed a glacis on the north-fide, 
and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the s. \v. 
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which 
is to the weft, remained within 150 yards of the wall : fi> that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence. In the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the nortli-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took off 
the defences of the next tower In the weft wall. 

The duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. The intelligence of the prefent day faid 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englifh camp by furprize in the enfifing night, which deter¬ 
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himlelf when the fun 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac¬ 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded along 
the foot of It with one of the divifions, and fent the other acrols 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his 
own divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces drawn up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, In 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
night; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys 
and a hode were killed in this fervice. In the fiege, one of the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued 
through the night, and the next morning, which was the i^th, the 
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other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the 
s. w. angle, and the fire from both continued through the day as 
hot as it could be fafely kept up. The whole of the French troops 
had aflembled at Villenore during the night, and pufired on ad¬ 
vanced ports, which, in the morning, began to fkirmifh with tbofe 
of the camp ; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were 
kept in readincfs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before: on which Colonel 
Coote rtruck all the tents at funfet, as if he meant to change his 
ground, but pitched them again in the fame place after dark ; but 
half the troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz con¬ 
tinued through the night, and in the morning the batteries, which 
had been much impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day 
before. The fkirmifhes like wife recommenced between the out- 
guards of both armies. At two in the afternoon, both breaches ap¬ 
peared practicable ; and a deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the 
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their am¬ 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur- 
render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com¬ 
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at 
which hour he fhould proceed himfelf with the main body from the 
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and 
the garrifon refufed to furrender, Major Gordon was to florin the 
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend affirtance; but, if the 
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only lent 
forward their European cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met by 
parties of the Englifh cavalry, European and black, fupported likewile 
by Sepoys, and forae were wounded on both iides by fire-arms, but no 
charges made hand to hand. At fix o’clock. Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifon of Valdore had confented to furrender without 
terms the next morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which 

he 
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he returned with the line to the camp. The garrifon con filled of a 
captain, a lieutenant. So other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys : they 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englifh 
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and tome 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken poffeffion, detached 
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command of 
Aflafbcg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys that pro¬ 
tected the diftrift, and gathered the produce for the French goveru- 
ment. 

Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fuccedes, 
the Predden cy of Madrafs had in lifted 60 of thofe confined there, 
and feat them to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came 
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deferted 
daily, and 40 of them were gone before the place was reduced ; 
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al¬ 
though they had hitherto behaved with as much fpirit as if fighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as Valdore 
fell, new deferters began to come over from the enemy, three, four, 
and 1 five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe fent from 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 
of their comrades. 

On the 19th, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon, 
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on 
the Red-hill; the French cavalry, fupported likewife by fome Se¬ 
poys, came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only 
the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until 
four field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colonel Coote 
returned to the camp. Two of his black horfemen were killed, and 
the horfe of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. 

During thefe operations of the mam army. Colonel Monfon was 
advancing with his divifion from Karical. The French prifoners 
taken there were fent to Tritchinopoly, under the efcort of two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been 
drawn from that garrifon on this fervice; two other of thefe com¬ 
panies, and two lent by the Nabob, with *2 Europeans, were left 
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in Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of his command 
from Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, as 
did half the marines from the fquadron ; the other half, with all 
the battering artillery, were re-embarked. The Nabob with his 
troops, llkewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the 
10th of April, and continued by the road along the fea-lhore, until 
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when they 
ftruck to the weft, and palled the river in its fingle channel, oppo- 
fite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paflage, they were 
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of horfc, who a few days be¬ 
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum¬ 
brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed 
and dimer fed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
Monfon fummoned this place on the 19th; and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata¬ 
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
(lender walls of the pagoda would not have refilled a fingle fhot, 
and, although the French had projected redoubts at the four angles, 
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall; 
thefe works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette; fcaffoldings had been 
erefted for mulketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
the.angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrifoti perceived 
the. artillery-men of the camp bringing falcines to the fpot where 
the battery was intended, and miftook the fafeines for fcaling-lad- 
der$; on which the officers held a con fill tation, which did not re- 
folve until midnight; when the camp, to their great furprize, faw 
a number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difeovered 
amongft them a white Hag, which the torches were illuminating. 
The fignal of fur render was accepted ; borne troops advanced to the 
gate, and were admitted on the prom lie of good treatment to the 
garrif'on ; which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
The next day, the marines were fent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 
on the fquadron ; and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, was detached to 
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deftroy the French diftrias about 'Cuddalore. This way fey the 
neareft road to Valdore ; but Major Mon foil, imagining that Mr. 
Lilly might poit a foice at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fhould take this 
route; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Yerdachelum ; from 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry. 

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Tfivadi, who 
abandoned it on the approach of Afifafbeg’s detachment, although 
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Afiafbeg 
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed, 
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance ; hut the town was 
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants-. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafon to wind¬ 
ward of Pondicherry: two companies of Sepoys were polled in 
the town ; the houfes of the factory were prepared to ferve as an hof- 
pital to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off to fupply the drips with 
frefh provifions; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re¬ 
ceived encouragement to colleft more of their own craft from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the coafh On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornidi an¬ 
chored in the road, with the fix men of Avar from Karical, and on 
the 29th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom¬ 
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s 
fquadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornifh. Of the three others, the SaliiLury was not com¬ 
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe- 
qtience of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to 
England, from whence he had been abfent five years. All the pre¬ 
dden cies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the, nation during his conti¬ 
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by 
drafting fafelv from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fail of the 
company’s fhips returning from their fettlements, which arrived in 
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England in the October following, and were the richeft fleet that 
had ever entered the Thames at one time. 

The two armies had continued in their refpe&ive encampments, 
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alarming one 
another; and on the z;th. at day-break, the French cavalry, with 
c;o of their infantry, attacked a poll of Sepoys and black hotfe, 
killed fix or feven of each, and wounded more; and loft themfelves 
two huffars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded 

Nothing of coniequence puffed for feveral days after, and in the 
sight between the firff and fecond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated clofe. to the bound-hedge, 
leaving only an advanced poll with two guns about half a mile in 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, 
with his ufual efcortc of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po¬ 
rtion, and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were killed by 
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poff. 

Major Mon ion with his divifiou, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the 26th. This place ftands 
60 miles n. N. w. of Chillambrum, and 60 s. w. from Valdore. It 
is extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projected 
mafl'es of mafonry in each of the tides as gateways, fill continued 
of very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refuted 
to fu ereader on the firff fummons; for the next day, on the ap¬ 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac¬ 
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at dilcretion. His 
garrifon were, betides himlelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
1 50 Sepoys. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over 
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrifons under the .command of Kiftnarow. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expected, 
had left the Pulitaver in the beginning of January, and joined Ma¬ 
homed Ifloof at TiniveUy ; from whence he was tent, with an ef- 
<corte, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Ton dim an, 
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where he remained, ft ill full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of 
the Nabob, until encouraged to trull him by repeated affiirances 
from the Prefidency, tliat no harm fhould befall him. He arrived with 
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. From 
Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Viliaporum and Vi- 
cravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the jd of May. The Nabob re¬ 
mained in the camp until the loth, much delighted with the army 
and commanders, who had reflated him to fo great a part of his 
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate 
with the Prefidency the modes of adminiflratian in the countries ' 
which had been recovered. 

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demoltlhed the 
parapets of the baflions, took down the three gates, and made fo- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front¬ 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which 
Colonel Coote adviled the officers there, and warned them to keep 
fpecial guard. On the ioth at night, too Europeans, with 60 
huffars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprbed 
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, where they 
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 Tailors and marines be¬ 
longing to the fquadron, moflly fick, whom they carried away, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The next day, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu¬ 
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were font into the town from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. At four if the enfuing morn¬ 
ing, whijft it was yet dark, a llronger party than the night before 
entered the town again, and took the field-piece; but, finding more 
refinance than they expected, retreated over the foyers towards fort 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de- 
molifhed, that a fingle redoubt was not ieft to give poll to a 
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huflars and 
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol¬ 
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had re crofted the 1 anai 
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beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy abandoned the field- 
piece they had taken. It was find, that the commander was killed, 
three other officers wounded, and 33 of the common fbldiers 
killed and wounded. Of the Englifh troops a Jemidar with 20 Se¬ 
poys were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this ear- 
neftnefs, other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed to 
render the place more defeufible, and the Sepoys were augmented to 
700. On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy in¬ 
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the In ft: on 
which. Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or fuccour the place. 
The officer went with the Europeans into the town, and Rationed 
the horfe at a diftance without; between one and two in the morn¬ 
ing, the expected attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
150 of the French horfe,which were half this body: and they had four 
field-pieces. They divided into five different aflaults ; all entered the 
town, but were flopped at the traveries which had been thrown up 
in the flreets leading to the hofpital, which refifted the direff fire 
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mufketry. They how¬ 
ever peril fled, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. Tire Englifh officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar; but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effectual at¬ 
tempt to interrupt their retreat. 

On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from thence to the afliftance of the army three companies 
of the royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of 
that ifland, and the government there, very judicioufly, to the coafl, 
where they were more immediately wanted. They were 178 men, 
exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
too great a diftance to afford fuch continual occailons of fkirmifh 
as before. . 1 
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The fucceffes of the Englilh army, had not a little conduced to 
encreafe the diiTentious which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry, where calamity, infteadof reconciling, only exafperatcd 
the animofitres of thofe who were Iharing the lame diffrefles, The 
iofs of Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was 
on march to relieve it; but they were only faulty in not having ad¬ 
vanced with more expedition; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not 
being prefont, was exempt from blame: which neverthelefs was 
urged, bccaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was of 
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The 
fall of Alamparvah was alcribed to the Iofs of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the 
laft poll; which remained to protect any convoys which might at¬ 
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every¬ 
one thought and laid concerning himfelf; and retaliated with far- 
cafms on their lorenefs for the Iofs of their own peculations out of the- 
difhitls which he had been obliged to abandon. In this hate of vi¬ 
rulence were minds, when the fquadron with Mr. Cornilh was 
working up the coaft to Karical. There were in the town of Pon¬ 
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty : and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to the 
regular troops, wouId contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr- Lally intended to exhibit on the brand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were palling through the road: orders were given 
in conlequence. The covenanted forvants of the Fiench company 
were to be a part of the parade; hut a little before, at the hour ap¬ 
pointed, they came into the court of the government-houfe,. and 
font up word to Mr. Lally, that they would' not march unjefs led 
by the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exempted horn 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put 
himfelf at their head ; but the counlellors coming in, laid, that none* 
of the Company’s lervants were obliged to bear arms out of the walls 
of the town. On this declaration, Mr. Lally- arreffed the two. 
fpokefmen of the Council, and two of the forwarded: of the repug- 
nauts, dlfarmed and dilinifibd the reft,, and went on with the review 
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without them. The offence ami punifhment left no hounds to the- 
mutual aveffion between him and the company’s for van ts. Whilllr 
the Englifh army were attacking Valdore, two (hips arrived front 
the ihands ; they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou¬ 
rable advices, which were with much caution fupprefied, and pub¬ 
lished as good news with fa lute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings, 
‘‘ That Mr. D’Aehe’s fiquadron, reinforced from France to 25 fait 
“ of the line, might be fbon expected on the coaft, with a large body 
“ of land forces on board.” After the fall of Valdore, a few en- 
clofures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with* the 
ground within the bound hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it- 
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to 
rely for tiieir future fuffonance, and all further means were precluded 
of bringing in grain or other articles of ftore from the country 
without ; for although Gingee and Tbiagar remained in the hands 
of the French, their fituation was diftant, and their garrifbns not 
ftrong enough to fiirnifh fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the 
fame purpole could be detached from the main body, without incurring 
tbs rifque of interception. When the farm of the diftridts adja¬ 
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and 
let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafh, there was a fuf¬ 
ficient quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to 
have flocked the place, as feme lay, for years ; but money was then 
more fearce than victuals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell 
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treaftiry, inflead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga¬ 
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Aiamparvah fell, and the Englifh 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this 
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi¬ 
therto, with too much prefumption, defpiled. 

Hyder Ally, the general of the Myforeans, had at this time ac¬ 
quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Da la way, whom we 
have feen commanding the My fore troops before Tritchino- 
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poly. The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of Mv- 
fore with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and focurity, and 
Hyder Ally was left without controul; for the King was young, weak, 
and timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reverie of fortune, Hy- 
der Ally call about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own perlon ; and judicioufly pre¬ 
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs 
to it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications. 
A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who affirmed, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Bilhop of Halicarnaffiis, had, by refidencc 
under the pretext of religious million, acquired much knowledge of 
the adjacent countries,'as well as .of the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr. 
Lally-, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con¬ 
fidence, and employed him in all his t ran factions with the chiefs of 
the country. The bilhop performed his coramiffions with zeal; .for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuffom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the French army *at Arcot ; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching other opportunities, and 
either fuggelted to Hyder Ally, or difeovered his inclinations to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr- Lally feeing no other means of procuring 
relief to the neceffitics which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
repreffed the contempt with which he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties of the princes m India, and font two of his 
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed, 
that Hyder fhould immediately fond a body of 2000 horle, and 
« 3000 Sepoys, with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar, 
“ were to be put in pofleffion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
“ the dependencies of both, which were to remaitrthe property of 
« the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exillcd in 
« India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a 
« month,' from the day of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten eighteen 
“ pounders were to be given as a prefont to Hyder, exclusive of the 
artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military Bores, 
« was to be delivered with them. His troops were to be fumilked 
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'« with ammunition, whilft ferving for the French ; who, after the 
“ Carnatic fhould be cleared, were to aflift him in conquering the 
~ ie fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Bolides the number 
“ already ftipulated, Hyder Ally engaged to f apply 1000 horfe and 
“ 2000 Sepoys more; in confideration of which, half the countries 
« which fhould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be affigned to 
“ his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
“ Villen ore, Valdore, Bahoor, and Alamparvah : the territory of 
** Vellore, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally, and the diftriCts de- 
et pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah- 
“ label), the ion of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted ; and 
t£ whatfoever portion of the Carnatic fhould fall to the Myforeans, 
“ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
“ grefs of the acquifitions in the fouthern countries.” 

The negotiation was. con drifted with fo much fecrecy, that no 
furmifes of it were obtained by the Lnglifh until the 24th of May, 
juft as their late fucceffes feemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could interrupt the profecution of their intention to 
blockade Pondicherry; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this un¬ 
expected alliance by a letter from one of his correfpondents in 
Pondicherry, fgnifying, that Mr. Lally was preparing a con- 
fiderable detachment, to march and join Hyder Ally at Thiagar. 
Hyder it'was known was not there, nor was there any probability, 
that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam : 
nor were any difpofirions obferved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which iignified Inch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, ac¬ 
companied as ufual by the black horle and Sepoys. The enemy can¬ 
nonaded hotly, and killed fome of the horfemen ; but Affafbeg, with 
two or three fquadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 14 
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the 
intelligence; and Colonel Coote began to regard It as a rumour 
•thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other deiign, 
when, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from 
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Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 
with his party to Volcondah. 

The firft divifion of the My fore troops, confiftiug of 1000 horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys,, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the 
next day fome of their parties, roaming to coileft cattle, ikirmiflied 
with Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the di* 
vifion ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry; 
and Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, 
and being in want of ammunition, hurried back to prated the dif- 
trids of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without pro¬ 
fit, to his care ; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co¬ 
lonel Coote, with earned: requeft of reinforcements; and then, he 
faid, he would march, and beat the Myforeans. 

A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which 
the My fore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilitles againft the adjacent poly gars depending on Tritchi- 
nopoly; and it was reported that they intended to get pofteffion 
of the pais of Nattam, which would preclude the immediate com¬ 
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the My¬ 
foreans in thele quarters had feveral times before attacked the pof- 
feftions of the Nabob, their prefent hostilities had not led to any 
fufpicions of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing 
againft the Carnatic ; nor were they deemed of danger to require im¬ 
mediate refiftance from this province: but Mahomed Iffoof fent a 
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftricts of Dindigul; and the troops main¬ 
tained by the Nabob for the protection of the diftrifts of Tritchi¬ 
nopoly, affembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Hulfain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and 
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he 
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and %vas accepted. 

The heats of the feafon, iince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ftruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the hofpita!, - and to preferve the reft from the fun, the day- 
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 
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fifty of the late deferters had been incorporated, and called the Free 
Comoanv, under the command of two French officers* brothers, 
of the name of Martin : like the French volunteers, they were 
intended for the fervices of moft fatigue and danger, and were 
now employed, for the firft time. They marched on the 10th, 
accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black 
horfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, to join Kift- 
narow at Villaporum; as it was fuppofed the Myforeans would 
attempt to pals either by this place, or Tuvadi. 

Although no regular detachments had marched from Pondi¬ 
cherry, finall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had palled 
at different times undifcovered to Gingee, and from thence 
proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans 
arrived there; but remained in order to accompany the main 
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and 
reinforcement, the garrifons both of Flnagar and Gingee had 
collefted all the cattle, which the inhabitants had not driven out 
of their reach: but the Myl'ore horfe in three days fwept a 
much greater number; but refufed to proceed with them, until 
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet in the 
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only 
ran the rifque of more by this delay. 

The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the nth, and heard no¬ 
thing of Kiftnarowy and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100 
Europeans, fome Sepoys and black horfe. The Martins, as well as 
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much fpirit in their 
new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who a£ted but laintly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
paze, and a Coffiree, were made prifoners. 

Notwithftanding this fuccefs and repeated injunftions Kiftnarow 
ftill kept aloof; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already 
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied 
by the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the 
Martins although ftrong, would in no wife have been equal, another 
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detachment ftill ftronger was lent from the camp: both when 
joined would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European horfe, 
25 Coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be 
commanded by major More, the fame who marched in January to 
Tripetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank of captain. 

More Myforeans arriving, they called in their parties, and 
being joined by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar, 
appeared before Tricalore on the 10th; but, the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three firiall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of ftonc, the Sepoys within, who were three good com¬ 
panies left there by Captain Airey, refused to furrendcr; and 
by the fire of their mufketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire; who then went againft Tntchiinungalum, a fort five miles to 
the e.afl, where the garrifon, which was likewife of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach, h rom this place all 
the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, if interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their 
way, or retire. The rule of thefe countries had fo often been fhilted 
to 'and fro by the fortune of war, and they had buffered fo much, 
as well from the ravages of hoftility, as the concuffions of unfettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englifh and French at 
leaf! as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at this time, the renters 
and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have new 
mailers, gave no afliflance to Major Mote’s detachment, who, dif- 
trefled for provifions, and milled by fiilfe intelligence, advanced from 
Villaporum towards Tricalore, where they expected i upplies, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their rout; who had palled be¬ 
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at Trivadi on the 
23d, where they halted the day. Mr.' Tally, apprized of their 
approach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge 
to his former encampment at Perirabe, in full light of Valdore, 
and then detached 50 of his European cavalry to Join^ the 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote received quick intel¬ 
ligence of their arival at Trivadi, with an account of tilth num- 
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bers, and immediately feat out all the cavalry remaining in the 
camp, which were 1000 black, and 80 European horfe : they were 
led by Vafferot, but whilft proceeding freight towards Trivadi-, the 
Myfbreans hied off from thence along the Panar, until they reached 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then crofting the plain, and keep¬ 
ing about a mile from the fea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbe. 
They fet out from Trivadi, with aooo head of cattle, which re¬ 
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring, them in by detachments; fo that only 
-00 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp. 

The day after, Mr. Laity, in order to make proof of their fervice, 
advanced with them all, a,nd the French European horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the EnglUh cavalry, which was polled a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper diftance, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately puffed to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp : but before they came up, as thefe kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take ffelter with the 
main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the- 
black cavalry, and feven to the huffars. 

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel¬ 
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the way, went 
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col¬ 
lected and drove in 900 of them; and none of the reft got into. 
Pondicherry.. 

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder Ally to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the 
French government. A little before their arrival a report bad been 
fpread, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. LalJy'to France ; 
which the Myforeans hearing, infilled that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members of the Council, ffiould fign the treaty: had they re- 
fufed, no further affiflance was to be expedited ; they therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en¬ 
tirely ' 
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tirely fecret amongft themfelves, objecting more efpecially to the 
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to dif- 
charge which no money exifted ; and that the territories ceded to them 
were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they were likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftme difapprobation was unwor¬ 
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mr. Laliy, if affairs fhould better with the affift- 
ance of the Myforeans ; at the fame time the apparent fa notion evinced 
that the council faw no immediate means fo likely to flop the progrefs 
of the Englilh fuccefles, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant lincerely, they only pro- 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never pofiefled, to obtain the. 
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of jftefeiviiig what 
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at 
night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very loon 
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day. 
the French army retreated from Perimbe to the bound-hedge. 

In this interval, the iquadron had been joined by two fhips of the 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th ; and a few days after one ; 
of the Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar 
coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafles, 
fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the. 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this jun&ure more 
efpecially feafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils 
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of part-; 
jne with any part of its force. 

On the 30 th, the day after the French army returned to their bounds,, 
Celonel Coote detached the remainder of the huffars,- who were 20,, 
coq black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys,, 
to Major Moore, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the. 
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach- to Pondicheny^ 
This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the 24th,. by kif na-> 
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row, with <;oo horie, and as many Sepoys. They proceeded again ft 
Trichimungalum, which iurrendered after a fliort refiftance on the 
26th. The garrilbn were a fegeant, another European, and 180 
Sepoys, with a much greater ilore of ammunition than their num¬ 
ber required. They had collected 900 head of cattle in the fort, 
and a large quantity of grain in the town. Major Moore was 
again milled by his'intelligence, and the party of My foreans return¬ 
ing from Pondicherry to 1 * hi agar palled again out of his reach. 

Mr. Lally determined to riique nothing before the main body 
of the Myforeans arrived ; and his troops were too ftronglv polled 
in front of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force, 
which exceeded them fo little as the Euglilh army, fmee the 
detachments it had lately fent abroad. So that both armies con¬ 
curring in the fame caution, in expectation of the fame event, 
nothing of any moment pafted between them for twenty days. Co¬ 
lonel Coote, in this interval, event to Madrafs. He left the camp 
on the 6th of July, and returned on the 14th. The next day he 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were 
let out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy of provifions. This 
'intelligence was confirmed the next dav, with their route; and at 
three the next morning, which was the 17th, the van divifion of 
the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took poftelfion of 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point of the i"ed-hill directly 
oppoiite to Villenore. The reft of the army came up before day¬ 
light; a party was immediately detached to take pofleffion of the 
pettah of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries ; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, which the enemy had 
lately erefted, in the lpot where they before had raifed the barracks for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firft excurfion 
-to reconnoitre this ground from Permacoih The diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and tlie river of Ariancopang, 
is little more than a mile, and the army polio ifed the whole fpace 
in pofts and enclofures, which could not be attacked in front to¬ 
wards Pondicherry without great diiadvantage ; and nothing was 
apprehended in the rear, although the Myfoi'eaus were coming; for 
2. they. 
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Book XII. Pondicherry. The Mysoreans. 

they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the 
17 reach army, by avoiding the Epglifli. 

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
whole body of the Myfbreans, advancing by different routs, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour, in fight of Triyadi. With Moore were 
180 European infantry, 30 Coflfees, and 50 huffiirs, and together 
with K-lifnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys 1100. 
The Myfbreans were 4000- horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and 
200 Europeans, or Topafles of the French army, of whom a 
part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the 
Englifh troops had been fo long accuHomed to fuccefs, it was fup- 
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithHanding the ine¬ 
quality of numbers, might have Hood at leafl an obHinate brunt; 
but it happened other wife ; for by l'ome mifchancc or mifcondu£t 
of which no certain account has ever been given, they were totally 
routed. The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is Hud firH gave way, 
difperfed on every fide; five and twenty of the huffars were cut to 
pieces, and moH of the reft were wounded; they were the only 
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted 
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and dif- 
erder to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 
15 killed and 40 wounded. 

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Cootc the next day, 
and encreafed his anxiety to .get pofiellion of Villenore ; lor it 
was not doubted that Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the Mvio- 
reans, would make every effort to fave this place. 

The left of the Englifh encampment was at the foot of the lull 
of Perimbe, and it extended 1500 yards to the right, acrofs the 
plain towards "Villenore. .Through the center of the camp pulled a 
road (railed as all the others on the plain above the common level 
of the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. 1 Ills avenue 
comes almofi in a Hreight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, ■ 
called the Villenore; but receives its name fiom the village of 
Ouglaree, through which it pnffeth about half-way between the 
hound-hedge and the hill of Perimbe. At a thouf.nd yards in liont 
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of the Englifh encampment, and 2000 from the bound-hedge, 
another avenue called the Villeriore, ftrikes off from the avenue 
of Oulgaree, on the left as you come from the bound-hedge, 
on the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after 
continuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Oulgaree, turns 
nearly at another right angle, and leads ftreight weft, and parallel 
to the other avenue; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe- 
rimbe, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote was pre¬ 
paring to attack, and which muft always he diftinguiftied, in con- 
ftdering our narrative, from the redoubt of the lame name in the 
'bound-hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered 
the right flank of the Engliftt camp.- From a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgaree, com- 
menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the 
Valdore : this avenue continues only 1000 yards ftreight to the weft, 
when, flopped by the oppolition of the Red-hill, it inclines in 
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards 
of the avenue of Oulgaree, which it then joins in another ftreight 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exaflly facing the jun&lon 
of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to¬ 
gether interfected the avenue of Oulgaree at right angles ill the fame 
point. It was aloug the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pondicherry. Exactly oppofite to the fecond angle 
-of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
the firft if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, Hands 
a hillock, the high eft, and the only conlpicuous one on the plain, 
detached from the Red-hill; from the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yards diftant : thus fltuated, it commanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond turn¬ 
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered 
all the ground we have defcribed, fortified the hillock witii a 
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgaree, 150 yards in front of the 
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fpot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another 
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re¬ 
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of" the 
camp, which the hill of Perimbe defended on the left ; on the 
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open 
and paflable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp. 
But this approach would now be protected by the troops Rationed 
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this 
fort. All the three works were finifhed between the night of the 
17th and the morning of the 19th. This difpofition was devifed 
with much fcience ; for every thing was obviated which might 
produce a general difafter, if the troops fhould he compelled to quit 
the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccefs was fcarcely probable, 
if the enemy, as might be expected, rifqued boldly for its fafety. 

A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in campon the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort; but the fhells fent with it were too fmall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
work at the batteries during the night. 

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole 
body of Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river of Aria 11- 
copang, as if they intended to attack the detach mments ftationed 
to guard the batteries ; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade ; during which Draper’s and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red Hill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Lally be¬ 
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations ; a few of the Englifh cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Frivadi 
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar¬ 
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provlfions; the 
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1760- French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them : 
"iTlT -1 came m unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their 

arrival was complimented with a tong falute of cannon. In die 
evening the guards before ViHenore were reinforced, and double 
diligence employed through the night at the batteries. 

The fort of VUlenore was a circle <0 yards in diameter within the 
wall; it was forrounded by a ditch, a covered way, and a glacis 
cut in angles, as a jftar. The rampart was a conflrufition of mafonry,. 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched,, 
the vaults bomb-proof, and the interfaces at top were filled up 
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which the can¬ 
non were mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened 
through the outfide of the wall in c a foments intended for can¬ 
non, but none were mounted in them. The breadth of the ram¬ 
part, which was the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and 
reduced the area within to a final! pentagon, which in' no direction 
was more than 45 feet over ; fo that if the chambers had not been 
bomb-proof, the place could not have flood an hour againft this kind 
of artillery. Two villages lay near the fort, one dbeftly north, the 
other to the north-eafh They were about 200 yards from each 
other, and both were occupied by the Englifh troops. The paffage 
through the glacis to the fort was flreight, and nothing obflru&ed 
the view quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and 
the draw-bridge, when up ; neither of which could relift a foot; 
nevertheless, the French had negleaed to cover this opening by a 
traverfc, either in front or behind the pafikge. The advantage was 
taken, and a battery of two eighteen-pounders was ere&ed between 
the two villages, to breach through the opening ; another of the 
fame force was ere£led in the village to the north, to deflroy the pa¬ 
rapet, and take in reverie the part intended to be breached. 

Both batteries opened with the clay on the 16th. At nine o’clock 
the 1* tench army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap- 
pioauied along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
black horfe and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were fent from the 
Englifh camp, to flop their advanced parties, whilfl the line got 

under 
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under arms; and as foon as they were hi motion, a detachment of 
Europeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the right to reinfotee 
the villages of Villen ore. By this time the batteries there had beat 
down the parapet, and fdenced the enemy’s fire from the fort, when 
two companies of Sepoys fet off on the frill run, and polled them- 
felves under the brick facing of the covered way, in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the creft of 
the glacis; force, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still 
the garrifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pals, 
and a very imperfect breach to mount: but the commanding officer 
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gate to a detachment of 
Europeans, who battened up on the firft fight of the flag. They 
immediately raifed the Englifh colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns againft the French and Myforeans, who were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-fhot. The 
change was received with the curfes of every man in the French 
army. All the lines flopped involuntarily, and at once, flricken by 
horror ; and Mr. Tally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Ariancopang. Theie 
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Coffrees, and eight pieces of can¬ 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englifh would have ventured to florm ; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage¬ 
ment to decide its fate. Of all his fticcefles, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the moft fortunate, becaufe Jeaft expefited. Neverthelefs, he 
had exerted much ability to place the army in a fituation to make 
the attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing 
unequal to apprehend. 

The firft arrival of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it furprized the army; for, 
befides the interruption they might give to the fuccefs of the war, 
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared ; and, 
as horfe, they might in the hack, country extend their lavages front 
Tritchmopoly to Arcot : and this detriment was the more dreaded, 
beeaufe the company in England, relying on the treafures of Bengal, 
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had determined to lend no bullion to any of their fetdements in 
India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confirmed all their incomes, 
and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the 
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac¬ 
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to protect the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the ftrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into- 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the dift rifts of My fore, 
which confine on the weftward to thole of Tritchinopoly, whillt 
the troops ordered by Mahomed Ifloof from Madura, ihould keep the 
Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the molt 
probable refource ; he was ordered to cany It into execution, and 
Tanjore and Ton dim an were requeued to give him what alliltance 
he might require. 

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July,, and on the- 
yth he arrived at Van divalla; after loitering there fome days, he 
luddenly changed his mind from keeping the field again ft the My¬ 
foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcotbut left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 22d came with them to the 
army at Perimbe. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry 
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an 
eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European in¬ 
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were 
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them 
to come out and try their ftrength ; but the French infantry ad¬ 
vanced, and cannonaded from feven pieces of cannon, which only 
w T ounded two European gunners. 

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to 
efcort provifions, Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poll; 
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at Valdore, near which, it was luppofed, the Myforeans would re¬ 
turn ; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea fhore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
hedge, where they were joined on the 26 th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th. 
All went on to Permacoil; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 2°th, when none were remaining there. 
In the mean time. Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the heft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultry along the fea-fhore, whilft Major Monfon was endea¬ 
vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck 
off in leveral parties, feme towards Gin gee, others to the- north¬ 
ward, fpreading to collect cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be¬ 
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fiupplied the 
Engiilh army with provilions, were every where confidered by. the 
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and took a lieutenant, who was 
fick, and chancing, to be taking the air, having fhot him through 
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how¬ 
ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were 
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were entirely routed, and 
30 of their horfe fur rendered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in- the evening, where major Monlbn’s divifion like wife- 
rejoined the fame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions. 

The laid day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five' 
of the company’s (hips from England in the Road of Cuddalore ; 
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them. 
There were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficiences which might have happened 
hi Draper’s and Coote’s. 

On the 3d of Augulf, the free company of Frenchmen were fept 
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced polls, which lay 
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in the Valdore road, about half a mile from the bound-hedge. They 
marched along the Ikjrts of the Red-hill, and, coining by furprize, 
killed and wounded ftveral, and drove the reft to the hound-hedge. 

The Myforcans, according to their con trait, had delivered all the 
provihous they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, where 
they were 'carefully frored for future need. The purfuit of Monfon, 
and the fucceft of Eifer, deterred them from going out again in 
large detachments, and although the Enghlh army could not cover 
the ground fufficicntly to prevent fmall parties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle or other proviiions, yet all thefe iupplies 
were unequal to tlie daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the Mylore army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
neceflary to red reft it, and their convictions of the fuperiority of the 
Engliih army, as well by the lots of Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rilque an engagement lince that event, made them weary 
ot their expedition and alliance; and their Sepoys, forefeeing left 
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, began to defect in 
numbers every day. 

The garrifou of Gingee had collected 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out 
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expediting to be 
joined by the Myfore horfe; \vho were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more ; on which, ja more 
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took measures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-fhore, as 
far as Rangapillah’s choultry ; from Alamparvah, Martin, with the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three beld-pieces, marched 011 
the 12th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein¬ 
forced the next day by 30 huffars with Lieutenant Kircher. Whilft 
thefe parties were on the north and N. w. Ealign Turner marched 
from Cuddalore to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys 
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belonging to that garfifon, in which Major Monfon remained 
with the troops juft arrived from England: fo that the outlets to 
the s. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre¬ 
cluded the pafiage to or from the weft. The convoy from Gingee 
were expected to let out on the 12th, but did not until the evening 
of the 13th; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo¬ 
nel Coote, who went off at 1 r at night, with all the black cavalry,. 
200 Europeans, the hundred Topafles from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards IGltenore. The fame night the 
greateft part of the My fore horfe, decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpectedly met 
no reftftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and poo bullocks 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out of 
fight: they were retreating in broken parties to the weft-ward. 
Colonel Coote divided his force in purfuit of them, which returned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prifbners. 
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur¬ 
fuit. They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was 
flopped, on which they immediately turned back, and pafling as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea fhore, re¬ 
gained the bounds of Pondicherry. 

Notwkhftanding this rout, it was ftill conirdered as doubtful,, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy 
waiting at Gingee: and to-prevent tire continual fatigue of detach¬ 
ments marching from the camp on every report, to watch and in¬ 
tercept their approach, it was determined to poft a force fufiicicnt 
to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which 
continued at Perimbe. The detachment which had accompanied the 
Nabob from Madrals, when it was fuppofed he intended, to keep: 
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vandivalh ; and on the 
19th encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to the eaft 
of Gingee, and ten miles north of Vaidore;, a flat km which the: 
j. * convoy/ 
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convoy could hot avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 
• detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
when the whole amounted to 200 European foot, 50 Coffrees, 500 
Sepoys, 50 European horfe, hufiars, and 500 black horfe ; they 
were commanded by Captain Prefton. 

The s'oo Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in every of the fucceeding nights 
font off frnall parties, which pafled undifeovered. To ffop thofe 
which remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black 
horfe, were detached with Enftgn Meredith, and took poft at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment of Sepoys marched the 
lame day from the camp in queft of a party of Europeans which 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, but 
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poft at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party there to retreat. On the iirft notice, two compa¬ 
nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fuf- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance. 

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who haft returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had aft enabled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
to attack Trinomaly ; it was therefore concluded, drat they would 
make no farther efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 
provifions ; and in this perfuafion, the Prefideney relumed the in¬ 
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land ; and the Go¬ 
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means. 

The ground between Villenoreand Perimbe was thebeft on which 
the Englifh army could continue, whilft the . Myforeans remained 
with the trench; for it prefented a narrow’ front, was of hazardous 
approach, afforded feveral ftrong pofts, and was centricaliy fftuated 
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might he 
fent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this htuation did 
4 * not 
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not fully anfwfer the purpofe' of a blockade, which was to reduce 
the town by famine; for, being five miles diflant, the army was 
not iufficient to form a chain of polls in a curve of 15 miles from 
the fea-lhore on the north to the fea-fhore on the louth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fweeps from the north 
to the s. e. of the town, where it ceafes on the bank of the river 
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifland between them, 
fupplics the reft of the barrier to the louth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the river, com¬ 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for 
a number of cattle, which, if unmolefled, might, whilff the 
Engl iff army remained at their prefent dillance, fopply the troops 
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months; and the daily 
confumption might be replaced by final! convoys from without; fo 
that the enemy could not be feverely diftrefled, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and other llations in pofleffion 
of the Englilh, would fuffer nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe polls would 
likewife obftruft; the introduction of fupplies in the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the prefent Hock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army fbould be fufficiently reinforced to recover 
them ; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re¬ 
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Neverthelefs the Englilh force was not yet fufficiently 
luperior, even if in pofteffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches 
againll the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and tranlport of the artillery and fiores, which were all to come 
from Madrafs, could not be accomplished before the letting-in 
of the monloon, which at farthell might be expected in the middle 
of OSober. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the iflTue 
of the fight at fea would determine the future fuccefs of the liege; 
if uot, their delay nan ft arife from the want of force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s fquadron ; and in this cale, it was fcarcely to be doubted 
that fingle llaips, or more, would at any rilque venture with relief 
Vox,. II. 4 P in 
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in the height of the Bo r my weather, in expectation that the English 
fquadron would have left the coaff to avoid it, as they had done 
during every monfoon for the laff five years. Thus it became ne- 
ceffary to get pofteffion of the bound-hedge and its redoubts with¬ 
out delay ; and then that the fquadron fhould continue in fight of 
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept whatfoever 
Blips might be coming either with troops or provifions: but, pre¬ 
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceffary 
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which Banding on the fouth fide 
of the river, almoff oppofite, although at fome difiance from the 
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the Brand of tire fea; 
fo that from the garrifon of the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation, fuppofing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than tire army could fpare from other parts ; and even then die poffs 
eBabliBied on this fide would be continually expo fed to dangerous 
attacks; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain 
open for the introduction of convoys; which, detachments from 
the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. The 
force of the Engliffi army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number reqtiSfite, of Boo Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col¬ 
lected to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. If 
Ariancopang were inveffed by the whole army, they muff move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbe, which 
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party 
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Preffon from Rattlagram- 
mon, and bring in, if not the whole, at leaff a confiderable part 
of the convoy collected there. Thefe grounds and circumffances Mr. 
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- 
fequence of them, requeffed that he would land all the marines of 
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the iquadron, to enable the army to attack Arlan copang, and take 
pofleffion of the bound-hedge ; and that he would determine to re¬ 
main on the co a ft with the whole fquadron, through the monfoon. 
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive his fliips of their marines dur¬ 
ing the expectation of an engagement with the enemy’s fquadron, 
but at length acquiefced to the neceffity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his Iquadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fifiible neceffity, Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans. 

The Mylbreans, as foon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulffd with the lofs 
of fifty or fixty men : but continued to invefl the place. Captain 
Predion, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 22d two 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the 
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th ; and the day after, the 
enemy in greater force than before made another affault, in which 
they were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of¬ 
ficer of diffinCrion ; the garrifon Tallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and 
ufed in .the attack. The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re¬ 
turned to Thiagar. 

Two hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns, 
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the 
interruption of the Englifh guards, and arrived the next day at 
Gingee ; from whence they let out again in different parties, effort - 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions ; of which fome were dif- 
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills ; and 300 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Englifh camp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for 
them; and none got into Pondicherry: but as all that had been 
attacked bad been met in the night, the efforts regained Gingee with 
very little lofs. Three or four thouland more bullocks were ready to 
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter¬ 
mined to fend the whole of this collection together, under the 
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ftrongeft efcort that could be rifqued abroad: accordingly Mr. Lally 
detached ioo of the French cavalry and feveral more companies of 
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee; 
fo that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
fervice; and he had by much follieitation, and by inducements 
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Myforeans to fend back 
800 of their horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany the 
convoy ; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the 29th, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to 
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, difpofitions 
were made to oppofe their paffage. 

The whole of the Red-hill is interfered by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dis¬ 
covered from the riling grounds above : in the middle of the gene¬ 
ral plot of the Red-hill, Rands one eminence higher than any of 
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove : 
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill 
to the n.w. at the far theft diftance from the English camp, from 
the left of which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbe, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the N. e. and it was 
three to the n. w. of Pondicherry. This fituation being central for 
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
excuiftons, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or¬ 
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was fmiftied .in the day. Left 
the convoy fhould attempt to make their way to the fouth of the 
river of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were ftill 
remaining at Cuddalore, were ordered to march fome miles from 
thence along the river Paliar, and to advance lix companies of Se¬ 
poys beyond them towards Trivadi; whilft fcouts from the camp 
patroled between the two rivers : and, to watch the convoy if com¬ 
ing by the direct road from the weft, feveral companies of Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee, The convoy fet 
n out 
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out from hence on the 29th, the day appointed; but Captain Prerton 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Pen am alee, fituated 
at the opening of the hills, ported a rtrong guard there, which the 
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after¬ 
wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the EngliHi camp, rc- 
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops. 

O11 the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s 
fhips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of the 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of 
the line. In the Company’s fhips were part of a Highland regiment, 
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
fent to India. Thefe mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every other, the 
fuperior energy of that mind, who polferting equally the confidence 
of: his fowereign and the nation, conducted the arduous and ex ten- 
five war.in which they were engaged againft their great and only 
rival. 

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and 
invert the fort of Ari an copang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com¬ 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as.the principal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadron : and Colonel Coote, not to difgurt pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded the detachment. 

Mr. Lally received information, that the detachment had been 
paraded, and fufpeSed the fervice for which it had been intended. 
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army entertained of 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would foon be followed 
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they were not immediate¬ 
ly convinced, that his own was capable of-more than acting on the 
de fen five. He refolved to attack their camp by furprize on the 
night of the 4th, and his difpofitions were made with much fkill 
and lagacity. 

In the three fhips at anchor before the town,, were 150 European 
mariners; they were all landed, and La fears fent on board. Thefe 
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'Europeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
in the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might 
ferve in the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 
were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 
which mounted cannon. .By:the •detachments lately font abroad, 
the whole force that could march on the prefent fervice were 1400 
European infantry, 100 European horfe, and 900 Sepoys. The 
battalion of .India and-the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to 
300 rank and file, had for Tome days been encamped under the fort 
of Arianccpang; - the Portugueze company, which was likewife 
called:the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with 
fbme Sepoys, were quartered .in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound-hedge in the road [towards the Valdore redoubt; 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, 500 men, the marines of the 
fquadron, zoo, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town ; the horfe were 
• diftributed in different patroles. The gates of the town were fhut 
early, and opened again .at ten at night; and although Colonel 
>Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, not one of 
them acquired the leaft furmife of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf- 
pefled any unufual operation. 

The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Val¬ 
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub- 
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the fir ft party foon turned to the right, to gain the 
Red-hi 11 , and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt; 
in which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out¬ 
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the 
Engiifh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were the third fub-diviflon, were to proceed quite through the three 
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lines of the Valdore avenue, difperfmg what patroles and out-guards 
might be m the way, and to take poll at the junaion of this avenue 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of 
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by- 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di- 
vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this 
village,.where a deep water-courfe croffed the avenue, and had a bridge 
over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here. 
Loirain halted, whilft Lally s regiment, quitting the avenue by the 
left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the. 
Englifh redoubt in this avenue ; to which Lorrain was to advance 
ftreight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. . When car-.- 
ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were the 
third fub-divifion of the attack to the right, . were to join, and, 
with Lor rain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Viiienore avenue which flood in the fame paral¬ 
lel as that in the avenue of Oulgarry; but the Viiienore retrench¬ 
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barth el- 
mi’s ; in which were likewife ported a ftrong guard with fome field- 
pieces. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate themfelves' by the fuccefs of 
another attack on their left, which was to be made by the India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march . 
from the fort of Ariancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un- - 
der the fort of Viiienore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat.. . 
As foon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the' 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind 
redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in which they 
were halting, and proceed along a fhort road which would bring 
them to the termination of the Viiienore avenue, and exactly in the 
rear of the right flank of the Englifh encampmenton which 
they were to fall with the utmort vigour, in full confidence, that 
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into diforder, 
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by the uncertainty and diftra&ion of what and where fuccours were 
to be lent. Mr. Tally, with- a guard ofhorfe, remained at the bridge 
of Oulgarry. Calculation had been made, when all the troops 
would arrive within equal reach of their re fpe drive attacks, where 
they were to wait in filenee for the fignal of two Iky-rockets, which 
were to be thrown up at Oulgarry, when all were to advance to the 
attacks allotted them. 

The Iky-rockets were fliot off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama¬ 
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of 
Oulgarry. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repalled ; but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil¬ 
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft of 
the guard driven out, nor did they rally; which gave the enemy 
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano¬ 
ther gun, fpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re¬ 
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coote himlelf brought down troops to that 
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inftead of 
Waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fuftain the other redoubt; 
againft which Lorrain arid Tally’s perfifted until eight fergeants, be- 
fides common men, of Tally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear¬ 
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englilh 
camp, drew off. This divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of 
advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano¬ 
ther a mile to the fbuth of it, not far from die river, and in a line 
With the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they 
had not time, after the Iky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground 
of their attack, before the three others were either repuli'ed or ceafed. 
They were led by D’Harambure, who had always behaved hitherto 
with gallantry, and elpeclally during the march of Mr. Taw’s re¬ 
inforcement to Hyderabad in 1756; but Mr. Tally, with the 
ufual ieverity of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as 
the commander of the Company’s troops, of fruftrating the honour 
which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort 

he 
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effort he was making fucceeded to his expectation. About twenty 
Sepoys were killed and wounded of the Englifh troops, but fewer 
Europeans. Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be 
killed, and mod of them either in Lorrain or Tally's ; four were 
made prifoners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen 
opening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards furrendered 
to Clive at Volcondah. 

The fhips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Moiifon to the 
rank of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote; but 
both were ordered not to aflert their commiffions whilft he remained 
on the coaft, Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in¬ 
tended he fhould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
eftablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue 
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im¬ 
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went 
thither himfelf, and requefted to proceed with his whole regiment to 
Bengal. The Prefidency remonftrated again ft the detriment, and 
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry muff be raifed if 
thefe troops were taken away : on which.Coote contented to leave 
them. 
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C OLONEL Monfon being now matter of his own views, car¬ 
ried into execution an operation which he had propofed in the 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is ttrengthened by four redoubts; one on the north, 
oppofite to the north-wett angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the 
fourth Hands diredtly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their 
names from their fttuations; the north was called the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. .From the Villenore re¬ 
doubt led the road and avenue, which paffed through the center of 
the Englifh camp at Perimbe, and about a mile from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi¬ 
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorram and Lally, which at this time did not aftemble both to¬ 
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this village iince the 
late attack on the camp. The marines, 300 men, were within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, conttfting of 500 men, were 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be¬ 
tween them. The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re- 
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1760. doubt, as being at the far theft diftance from the Engliih camp, was 
Srnembe/ tru ^ e ^ to the Sepoys. The horfe, ftill only 100 riders, were dif- 
perled in difterent pofts round-the limits. The reft of the. army, 
which, exclufive of the garrifon of Gingee and its out-polls, confifted 
of 500 European foot, 150 European horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
abroad, moft of 'them waiting to efcort the provifions collected at 
Gingee. 

At midnight the whole of the'Engliih army were under arms.; 
a proportional number from each of the difterent bodies were left 
to defend the camp.; and the main body appointed to march was 
divided into two brigades, of which the principal officers had the 
day before reconnoitred the ground of their refpeftlve attacks as 
near as- the enemy’s out-pofts would admit. The regiments of 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together looo men, 200 of the 
marines, the 150 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 
pieces, marched off their ground from the left of the camp at 
three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they 
were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, morning 
out where neareft, -were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft 
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
diviftons ;-the grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon ; major William Gordon 
commanded the rear divifton, and colonel Monion the whole of this 
attack. The'Other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the two French companies 120, the-Bombay detachment of 350 
Europeans and Topaffes, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. They were 
to march from the right, and attack the enemy’s troops polled in Oul- 
garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and feize the -Villenere 
redoubt. Joleph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a 
few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. The cavalry, black 
ns well as'white, were intended to appear before the A nan copang 
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order to prevent the troops 
there, from fending detachments to- lupport them. 
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Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than 
Monfon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s 
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave¬ 
nue, and they had an advanced poll in a garden beyond, but a little 
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difcovery of his brigade, as well as the dire<ft fire of the entrenchment 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Vilienore, 
-as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come 
down ; the line then turned and palled through the garden, which 
brought them half the diftance between the two avenues, when 
■ the brigade 11 ruck down through the Intervals of fome in clo¬ 
sures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, -from whence 
-they might like wife take the entrenchment in reverie; but the two 
French companies were fentoffimmedlately from the garden tocrofs the 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poll on the 
other fide of this avenue ; but were not to begin their attack, before 
the fil ing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for 
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep 
-in the ftreetsof a ruined hamlet which Hood oppofite to the angle 
-of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces 
•which moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to 
-the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with ferrje aim, 
-as the day had begun to dawn. The Englifh field-pieces, which 
-were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to 
-anfwer them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whilft 
the reft palfed on to gain the flank of the village of Oul¬ 
garry : when oppofite to it, divide ns were detached to attack the en- 
clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time, 
the twoFrench companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced 
poll on the other fide of the- road, and leized four pieces of cannon 
which were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated 
i in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, diipirited by 
-their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and 
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ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment acrofs the avenue. 
Major Smith perceived this wavering, iignified it to his troops; and 
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded, 
affection to the man confpired with duty to tile officer. The grena¬ 
diers rufhed on w ithout firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell among!! the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiflible im- 
petuofity, increafed by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all 
the ref! entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to fpike up the can¬ 
non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing 
ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards the 
bound-hedge. The main body of the brigade took poffeffion of Oul- 
garrv, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers, 
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of 
Europeans were deferied advancing direftly towards Oulgarry, in the 
plain between this and theValdore avenue : their diftindfions could not 
be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on the rifing 
ground rendered their appearance very fufpiclous. Meftengers after 
meffengers were fent to difeover whether they were friends or foes, 
but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and 
gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Mon foil’s brigade, 
which he commanded, had feparated from the van amongft the 
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering about until 
they heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had 
haftened to give afliftance ; but it was now too late ; other wife his 
error might have been retrieved by the important fervice of inter¬ 
cepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of their 
flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability 
have been deftroyed to a man : during his report, ftrong firing 
was heard at the Valdore redoubt. 

It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s brigade 
difeovered the reparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had 
got into windings leading towards the plain ; and Colonel Monfon, 
apprebenfive that the rejuifoUon could not be made before the dawn 
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of day, which was the time defined for the attack of the Valdore 
redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifque it with the van divifion of 
his brigade alone. They defiled out of the fend hill exactly right, 
whilft it was frill dark, at an opening directly on a line with the 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the 
road, when near, leads in a lane between two enclotures towards 
the flank of the redoubt. Two field-pieces were in the front of 
the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper 
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then 
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfon knewt he ground, and 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane 
between the enclofures, lhould pafs through the enclofure on the 
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was fur rounded by a ditch 
and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not 
only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelves have 
no branches. When pafl the garden, they -were to proceed ftraight 
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having 
eroded it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank 
of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difeovered, they could not 
be expected, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at 
the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized. 
The grenadiers were to rufh on, and efcalade the redoubt without 
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound-hedge, and to force their way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expefiled to line 
and defend the other fide ; the two field-piece3 were likewife to aflift 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafled them to the efcalade. 
The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon¬ 
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers 
to the affault, was not prefent : and the grenadiers, wanting orders, 
naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officers were 
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t 7 6 °- lent back to Colonel Monfon, to know what nest they were to do*' 

ScptemLci". Monfon, exafperated at this fecond miffake in the conduct of his 
brigade, ran forward to rectify it if poffible, or to put himfelf at the 
head of the grenadiers, and lead the aflauit. Juft as he reached 
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to the end of 
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this flank 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with langrain. They 
fired it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and 
wounding 26 ; amongft- them Colonel Monfon fell, Aruck with a 
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers* 
inflead of being difmayed, or now hefitating for want of order, - of 
their own motion, ruffled to the efcalade; and the officers, of their 
own judgement, got the line as fall as they could out of the eii* 
doled way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de* 
fence foon became general and attentive ; but the aflault of the 
grenadiers flopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which, 
otherwife would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedge. The grenadiers, although feverely galled by mulketry from 
above and in flank, perfifted after feveral. repulfes, and at length 
forced their way through the embrafures of the redoubt, when the 
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge; on which all 
defending the hedge abandoned their pofts likewife, and the whole 
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town. . 

The regiments of Lorrain and Lally continued feme minutes on 
the riling ground;, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops of Major William Gordon’s divifion might be ; but 
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
marched off in hafle, regained the avenue,, and retreated to the re¬ 
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with 
his brigade, prefling fo clofe on their rear, that they palled through 
the winding of the hedge, without flopping to defend or reinforce 
tne redoubt; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif- 
charging the guns of their loads upon the brigade as it was advanc¬ 
ing 
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ing to the poll, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 
town. Major Smith immediately took poffeffion of the redoubts, 
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major 
Scot, who belonging to Mon foil’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenore redoubts. 
The battalion of India Hill continued at or about the Ariancepang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but were de¬ 
terred from making any motion to fupport the other pods, in ex¬ 
pectation of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen; 
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vaflerot, who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two fhould commence, did not appear upon their ground until 
all was finifhed. There was a fmall opening in the hedge about a 
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench¬ 
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the infide of the hedge to attack them in the rear. 
The total lofs fuftained in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but 
in Monfon’s heaviell amongft the grenadiers, of whom, bdides rank 
and file, a lieutenant and an enfign were killed, The Sepoys fuffered 
much lefs, having been very little expofed. The French lofs was 
not known ; but they fuffered moft at the attacks of Oulgarry, where 
fome were likewife made prifoners. 

The Bombay detachment of 350 men were flationed to guard 
the three polls In the hedge, and the body of the army aflembled 
and encamped in the paddy-field's to the left of Oulgarry. The 
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grounds, 
and liable to be Twainped on the firfl rain ; but the talents of Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was 
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the 
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, fhould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three polls in the hedge ; 
and that their gorges, which were open, Ihould be retrenched, 
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without delay, and fufficient day remained to accorrtplifli the 
work; but Robert Gordon, from the falfe fhame of ignorance, would 
not fee the necefilty : and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three polls, which they would have car¬ 
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchafed, with 
the utmoft refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp, 
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence; the enemy’s lofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with, 
their whole force, the redoubt would have been retaken, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on the 
lide towards the town, and the main body of the army, exhaufted 
with fatigue, and dead with deep, were at too great a diftance to 
have come up in time to lhare the contefl. 

Two days after, the battalion of India retreated from their flations 
at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt; but the ufual guard 
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon in the fort of Ari¬ 
ancopang on the other fide of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off fprung a mine, which blew up the baltion to the 
call with part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open. 
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main body of 
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
feveral final! efcorts with provilions, which the removal of the 
Englilh army from Perlmbe had encouraged to venture round the 
Red Hill; the guard dill continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang. 

The troops which Mahomed Ifioof appointed to attack the didrifts 
of Dindigul from Madura, wete 300 horfe, 1 500 Sepoys, and 3000 
Peons; but as mod of them had fird to march from TimiiVelly, 
it was the middle of July before they commenced hodilities, when 
palling by Sholavandeti, they reduced feveral final! pods, command¬ 
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more co*n- 
fiderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to tlx- s. e. of Dindigul, 
which made more refid An ce; and the troops of Madura having only 

fmall 


Book XJII. C & rK, 0,0 .. 

fmali.-guns, .with much .diffiqulty made a kind -of breach, >ijhic|i 
they ftormed, and carried .on -the firft day of Afiguft; "ai>$l -imme¬ 
diately began to repdir and add better works,hut bad not compleated 
them before -the troops of :pindigul \vere reinforced from Myfore, 
and -taking the field encamped .within fight of Battnl Gunta, in 
which the troops of Madura had kept a ; ga-mfan,-but theqnnin body 
lay without -the walls. 

The equipment-and departure of dhe troops which-accompanied 
the Nabob in to. the Carnatic, .and ,the fiibfequent aftiftances font to 
Karical, had left the .government and garrifon, of Xrifchinopoly fo 
bare of men, money, -and .'{lores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undertake-the .expedition he had propofod againft the Myforeans, 
until all thefo wants were fupplied, whfoh depended intlrely on Ins 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap¬ 
proved and recommended to him the molt active exertions again# 
the Myfore territory,;he received.no afliftance either of money fropi 
the one nor of troops from the other ; fo that the preparations ne- 
cefl'ary for the expedition prevented him from taking the .field until 
the 6th of Auguft. His force, was 50 Europeans, with two guns, 
and four cohoms, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ; 
600 horfo, and 1000 -peons armed , with match-locks, moftly font by 
Tondiman, a few-belonging to the Nabob, the, reft to Tanjore ; and 
3000 colleries from the ■ neighbouring; Polygars, who were content 
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in expectation of ample plunder m the 
fertile diftrias they were going- to invade. This army proceeded along 
the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud forty fituated on the. bank of this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftrufts, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies,, in the war of 1753. 

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
■were marching from - Seringapatam • to Caroor. The garrifon at 
Pudieotah, converting this news, into hourly expe^on of relief, 
ftood on the defonfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raifo a battery, which, having nothing but field-pieces 
to mount* would not have fbon produced much efleet. hut, 'y 



Oflobcc* 




October. 


War of Coromandel. Book XIII. 

the time the battery opened, the garrifon had lavifhed away all 
their powder, and capitulated. The lofs fuftained in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
400 of Sepoys, and two Coharas, paffed the Caveri to reduce Iloor, 
a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he 
marched againft Caroor, the principal obje£t of his expedition. 

Caroor is fituated 50 miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a 
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near another river, 
which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The river of 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi¬ 
nopoly and Myfore; and this' conterminal fituation, under the fe- 
curity of a ftrofig fort, and its rule over a rich and ex ten five diftrift, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu¬ 
lence, and it ftill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the diftance of 800 yards oppoiite to the 
fouth fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes 
direftly eaft ; along this part, after the turning, and dole to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river 
on the fouth fide ; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from fouth to north, is iooq yards, and recedes from it 
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrofs. This ground is interfered by two water-courfes 
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which pafles clofe to the 
weft fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river to the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch on the w. and N; the 
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
ftretches to the north much farther out into the. plain. The whole 
of the pettah Is inclofed by a mud wall with towers, but of little 
defence. 

The fort is built of ftone, and is nearly a fquare of 600 yards. It 
has fquare towers in the curtain, and baftions at the four angles, 
behind each of which ftands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma- 
fonry, which rifes ten feet higher than the baftion. The whole fort 
is ftiwounded by a dry ditch, of which the counterfcarp is faced 
a . with 
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with ftone; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main 
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauflebraye ; excepting along 
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of the great 
gateway in the middle of the eaflern fide to the baftion in the n. e. 
angle, andj round it half-way along the northern wall; in which 
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaflern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and Ikirted with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mufketry; and round this wall 
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. There was no 
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The garrifon 
confuted of 800 horfc, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of colleries which had been drawn from the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were aflembled in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith's detachment, which came in fight on the 17th, in the mom-, 
ingj approaching from the eaflward : the river, although it had no 
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards hi 
breadth. 

The neceflity of prefervmg the communication with TritchinopoLy 
required that the army fliould command the. river during the at¬ 
tack of the fort; which if advancing from a different point of flip- 
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weflern face; 
and as the pofleflion of the pettah would beft fecure the river, Cap¬ 
tain Smith prudently made this his fivft objeefl. If the pettah were 
attacked on the. eaflern fide, the river was to be palled under the fire 
of this front: if on the north or fouth, the attack would be ex- 
pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort; which 
out vailed the paflage of the river, as the ground on the eaflern 
fhore was higher than the eaflern face of the pettah, which de¬ 
fended the paflage. Accordingly the attack was made, on tins 
fide. The field pieces were polled in the higher ground. The troops 
were formed into three divifions.. The cavalry compofed the left; 
the auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. 
All entered the river in this order, fupported by a briik fire from the 
artillery. The enemy leeraed difpoied to difpute the paflage, and 
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from fh*e rampart of the pettah kept up a Gonftant but .ill-dire£ted ! rite 
againft the center divifion ; but the cannon-fhot penetrating through 
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the cdlumns to the 
rig ht and left far advanced in the bed ofthe river, -they became ap- 
preheufive that their retreat 'to the fort might be expofed to fhefe 
bodies of horfe and foot on each hand ; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort before either of the columns had eroded the 
river; but they had killed and wounded dome Sepoys in the paffage. 

The plunder was given up to the troops without referve ; but they 
found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, 1 but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to fend it away. The ftrength of the fort, and 
the fmall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack lmift depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution neceffary to their prefervation, 

■ by opening trenches; and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi- 
nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of 
attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as ufual againft its fa- 
lient angle ; the efplanade in this line was interrupted about'half 
way between the pettah. and the ditch by fome ftraw huts, to which 
the enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls Handing. The next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were polled, there, 
but a llrong lally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained inf he-poft: the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken poffeffion of by the Sepoys : 
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but-were beaten 
off with lofs. The fituation being exaftly proper for the breathing- 
battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench of 
communication continued to it from the pettah, to p referve the 
troops from the fire ofthe fort, which was in cedant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall .arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one. eight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five coliorns ; and by the next morning the breaching- 
.battery was compleated, and another in the rear to the right, to en¬ 
filade 
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fifade the fouth curtain, with ricochet. Both opened at fun-rife, 
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and eohorns; the ricochet 
with two field-pieces; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with 
much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. bai- 
tion and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs of mafonry of the 
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were carried 
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s 
mufquetry growing ftrong and fine. Captain Smith ordered the re¬ 
mainder of the trenches to be conducted by double fap, which is 
with earth and gabions on each fide. The fmall number of Euro¬ 
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as 
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double fap extreme¬ 
ly tedious, info much, that feven days were employed in carrying 
it, although not more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the 
angle of the counterfcarp, and to fipring a mine, which blew it 
into the ditch. 

It was perhaps the firft time that the Myforeans had ever feen an 
enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwith- 
ftanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpefted, which was true, 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ; this apprehenfion, 
with the ruin that had been committed in a large trafr of country 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Tondiman and 
Tanjore, and the whole body of colleges, who had every day been 
making excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the 
ceffation of hoftilities. He began by difavowing any participation 
of the King with the body of troops which had joined die French 
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, whom he filled a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition; in conference, he 
wanted a temporary and conditional fiirrender. Several mefiages 
paffed, in the intervals of which the attack and defence wjs re¬ 
newed; at length the eighteen-pounder, the only piece afeffeaual 
battery, burft, and the breach was not yet practicable, which in¬ 
duced Captain Smith to agree to. the following conditions : “ Tint 
« an Englifh feijeant, and fixty Sepoy*, fhould immediately be put 
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“ in poffeffion of the baftinn attacked, and the Englifh colours 
■“ hoifted in the fort. That*the Englifh army fhould remain in the 
■“ pettah, or any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the 
“ counterfcarp of the ditch, for twenty days ; during which, if no 
“ orders arrived fromMadrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover- 
“ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in coniideration 
“ of tlveir gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and horfes ; 
“ but all provifions and Bores belonging to the government of 
■“ My fore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an army ap- 
« proached from Myfore, the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate 
•“ the fort to the Englifh troops : four hoftages were to be given by 
“ the garrifon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and an 
“ European deferter was to be furrendered.” This capitulation was 
■figned on the 2d of September, and the Englilh Sepoys immediately 
took poileffion of the baftion attacked. 

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in 
f the affiftance which Hyder Ally had lent to the government of Pon¬ 
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles of capi¬ 
tulation that Caroor would be reftored to the king, preferred to 
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
there wait the orders of Seringapatam, and Fort St. George ; to which 
Captain Smith cortfenfed under the reftriclion, that none of the 
garrifon fhould a£t againft the Englifh until the fate of Caroor was 
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fame day. The accjuilition was valuable and 
important; for, beiides that its revenues amounted to 44,000k a 
year, it highly aggravated the refentment of the mimfby of My¬ 
fore againft Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs. 

Holtiliries had continued in this interval between the Myforeans of 
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. The Myforeans continued the 
attack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troops 
which fupported it without, carried the fort itfelf by aflault; but 
the defence had been maintained with refblution ; for in the courfe 
of it 30- Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been killed and wounded ; and 
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The 
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftaiu, called Gadamcotah, 
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there 
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late ; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, again ft whom they marched, heat up 
their camp, took their artillery, recovered pofieffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Dindigul. 

The capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 13th of Septem¬ 
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage; 
and on the 1 ith the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 
road to Thiagar. The prefidency were by this time convinced that 
the king of My fore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that 
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate ; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fehemes might be formed by the Myfore ftate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
ngainft which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnity. 
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofleflion, ftill with 
profeflion of amity to the king, but neither to give any afliftance, 
nor oppofe any force which the. king might fend again ft Hyder 
Ally, but rather to 'employ his detachment feparately againft the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity fhould occur. 

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of 
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monfon represented the incapacity in which he was likely 
to remain for feveral months of afHng in the field, and requefted 
that Colonel Coote might relume the command of the army. 
The Prefidency feconding the requeft, he coniented, and ar¬ 
rived In the camp on the night of the 20th ; where he found 
the army in the greateft difeontent, efpec tally the black troops, for 
the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters appointed 
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forefeel iig that the 
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price of grain would rife, fuffered none to be brought to the camp. 
Sicknefs likewife "prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600 
Europeans in the hofpital. 

The next day Colonel Coote cached the gorges of the redoubts In 
the bonnd-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts in proper fhtlons in 
the higher ground round the camp : from whence on the 23d, a 
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company of pioneers, 
a great number of Cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of 
land, which [food half a mile from the fea, and at the diflance of a 
mile direftly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and raife a large re¬ 
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, Colonel Cocte advanced, 
with his ufual efcort of three companies of Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang - redoubt, at ■ which the 
guard took panic, and firing off the guns before the party were 
within point-blank-fhot, abandoned the pofl, of which Colonel 
Coote took poffeffion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whofe 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw fhells, but without 
effe£l, and the gorge was compleated the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt* and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfied, until, 
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching on their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had fent from the Valdore redoubt; on which the 
enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the 
Sepoys, who were themfelves expo fed to a ftrong, but diftmt fire 
from the town. The enemy had two officers and feven private killed, 
and the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 18 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain. 
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
cient for the fudden defence, until reinforced; and more would have 
2 been 
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spofed to the fire of fliot and fhells, which con- I76o 
from the town. . ' 

In that part of the limits, which is immediately behind the Ma- ^? lember * 
drafs redoubt, was a regular village of feveral ftreets, called, from 
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the clot!is purchafed for 
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufes 
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would 
not only afford flicker but convenience to the Englifh troops, the 
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolifh on the 
30th of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 
faw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual eicort of °' 3ob ' r - 
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs 
of the redoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the north of the 
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 

After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded 
with the efcort along the ftrand of the fea, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- 
hedge ceafeth at fome diftance from the water-mark, and left an 
opening on the fand, which the enemy had neglefted to clofe or 
obftrudl. As foon as near this opening, Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with 
them; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
were led to fuch an attack, boggled ; on which he ordered the horfe 
to cut down whoever refilled to advance, -or attempted to run away ; 
and the Sepoys, afhamed of their backwardnefs, recovered their 
ipiri't. Two of the divifions went off to the right, one to force 
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt 
-on its left, the other to attack the redoubt it felt, whilft: Colonel 
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea-fhore, ready to 
pufh, and gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attacks were 
to be made at the fame time. There were fome finall pieces of 
cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infidfe 
of the hedge, all of which kept up a conftant fire, but at too great 
a diftance, whilft the two parties fent to the right were advancing 
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to the ground oppofite their refpedive attacks. All bore down 
properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack 
eafily pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge; 
and as toon as within both advanced, driving the guards before 
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, again if which the divifion 
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and 
refinance to encounter ; but as foon as the guard faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the 
redoubt, and retreated hallily into the warehoufes of the bleaching 
town, which flood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the 
redoubt; Colonel Cootc and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
pofl, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fentoff a party of pio¬ 
neers with gabions and fafeines under the command of Enfign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt ^ but they 
were firfi to proceed to Major Smith’s pod:, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers : but 
Macmahon, miftaking his orders, did not call for this neccffary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all tire other occupations of 
man, negled rarely fails to bring on its own punifhment. 

At midnight, whilff the pioneers were at work, they were fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firft onfet, in which Enfign 
Macmahon was killed; and the pioneers, furprized and defencelels, 
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped out ; but the greateff part, who were Rationed round, en¬ 
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig r kept with him, and 
gained the plain at fome diflance without fright, where they formed, 
under bis diredion, and followed him to recover the poll. They 
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infide, 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, efpecially 
towards the gorge. The enemy imputed this rdoiution to 
much greater numbers than they expeded, and than really were at 
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the poft, and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleaching-houfc. 
Soon after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the fu-ft 
firing by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different 
actions from the firft affault, three private Europeans,.befides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30, Sepoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning eredted a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, had¬ 
ing as well as that in. a flraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on 
which they continued firing two days without killing any of the 
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; fome muf- 
ketry ftill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were driven out the 
next day, and abandoned the village.. 

The acquifition oftheMadrafs redoubt compleated the entire pofleff 
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the north, as far as 
the river of A rian copang to the s. e. ; and turned again ft the town* 
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the- 
river fpreading over fheets of fand, which were often dry, was at all 
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fecure the 
paffage, Mr. Lally had fome months before eredted a redoubt which 
he called St. Thomas in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite 
to the center of this face of the town, and about 500 yards from the 
walls. The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im¬ 
mediately taken pofteflion of, could not be maintained by the Englifh 
army after the river fhqnld fill, and as ufual overflow the country; 
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the reduaion of it, until 
the rains were palled. In the mean time efforts were ftill to be 
apprehended to bring provisions into the town; for the French 
troops, which had followed the laft divifion. of the Myforeans to 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of the 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of their 
departure to their own country. 

The French force which had marched to Thiagar, was 400 
European foot, 250 European horfe, and ioqo Sepoys. The 
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little army of obfervation, under the command of Captain 
Prefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force; he, 
however, with his ufual activity, determined to give them ail the 
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, with 
the free company of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 
Ventivalum in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang in the rear 

■ of the enemy’s march ; and moved himfelf with the main body of his 
divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vicravandi, 
left they ftrould turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftricts between 

. this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and ufing 

■ the night, picked up twelve Europeans of the French troops. They 
reached the. Panar juft as it was iwelled by a fudden flood ; and per- 
fifting neverthelefs to crofs it, fome of them were carried away and 
drowned in the ftream, which the Myforeans had paffed with eafe 
before the freflies came down. As foon as Prefton was arrived at 
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and a haul t- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were affembled at Thiagar, returned from Vicra¬ 
vandi to Raltagrammon, left they fhould return fuddenly during 
his abfence, and attempt to move .to Pondicherry with the convoy of 
bullocks which ftill continued at Gingee. 

By this time the prefidency knew the caufe of the departure of 
the laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not 
able to account for the march of the French troops fo far to 
the weft ward, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day 
more neceflary to efcort the provifions they had collefted, into Pon¬ 
dicherry. 

In the beginning of the year, Balagerow, the general and regent of 
the Morattoes, lent an army of 8000 horfe, and the fame number of 
foot, with camion, under the command of an officer of iervice, 
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to the n. e. and not far from the hills to the n. w. of the Carnatic, - 
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, lignifying expectations of 
money, but profering afliftance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally ; and 
others to the king of My fore, demanding with more authority 
the arrears *of the chout,- or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation 
pretends a right from all the -countries in the peninfula. At this 
time Hyder Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as 
if in difguft, refigned his employments of general and minifter: he 
had fome time before concluded his treaty with M. Hally, and lent 
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-in-law MuCtoon Saheb; relying on this 
alliance, and his own courage, he was fo allured of his importance 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa¬ 
patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 horfe- 
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mafter Ihould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to 
hallen by Intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the 
king had privately confented to pay. Hyder Ally fuppofed, that 
their approach would ifeinltate him in the command of the king’s ■ 
forces to oppol'e them, and difcovered when near, that the Morat- - 
toes had engaged to leize his perlon ;■ on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and' left his ' 
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom he 
out-ftripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a ftrong city 
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the b ringer of his 
own errand; he had time, and found means toxngage fome of the 
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide by • 
his fortunes; and in confequence they ftnit the gates. ■ From this- 
retreat he immediately fent orders to his brother-in-law, to quit the 
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named Vizvazypunt, which crofted the Kriftna in the month of 
February, and advancing to the fouthward flopped frequently to 
exaCt contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in the way; feverai 
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore 
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1760. Carnatic with all the troops under his ■ command, and to march, 
avoiding the Mo rat toes, to Ben galore. Mudtoon Salieh had received 
the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the 16th of Au- 
guft; but concluding Hyder Ally to be in fafety for a while at Ben- 
galore, and believing either that a reconciliation would take place 
between him and the King, after the retreat of the Morattoes; or 
otherwife, that Hyder Ally might think it moft expedient to come 
himfolf, -and join th« French, for the fake of the ceflions ftipulated 
in the treaty ; he determined, although not to return to Pondicherry, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in coniequence employed, as we 
haste feen, his troops again ft Trinomaly, and other places in that part 
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far¬ 
ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de- 
pa rture;on which he recalled the 800 horle which were at Gingee, and 
without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India, 
requeued the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
back the pofleftion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the 
13th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
ealion their future afiiftnnce, and three days after marched away 
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu¬ 
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the rdf, 
being the fame number of foot, 150 European horfe, and three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee, 

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops 
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavownl 
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefldency repeated 
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceafe hos¬ 
tilities in the Myfore diftri&s. Previous to the receipt-of thefe or¬ 
ders, Captain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, again ft a 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap¬ 
proach. ‘It ftands nine miles to the N. E, of Caroor on the fouth 
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of 
the detachment, who left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor. 
The want of money prevented any fart her -operations; for, although 
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the revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees a 
year, the devaluation of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not 
he reftniined, left no contributions to raife. Captain Smith, there¬ 
fore, returned,with a part of his command to Tritchinopoly, and 
on the way fent oft a detachment to rein flat e two polvgars, who 
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from 
whom the detachment met no refiflance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received orders, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceafe hofrilkies againft the poffeffions of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul, in all l'even, and continued to keep poiTeffion of them 
until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived In 
the beginning of October at Madrafs, to give an account of his ex¬ 
pedition, and the fhte of the conquered country; and foon after re¬ 
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as it was afeertained that the Myforeans had quitted the 
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca¬ 
valry, difeharged 500 of them, moftly thole brought by Maphuze 
Khan, which reduced the number to 800, of which 500 Were with 
Preflon, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A party, with fome 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the ad of October at 
Malamoodi, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river of Ariancopang and the Panar, Intending to pufh into the 
town in the night under the protection of St. Thomas redoubt. 
On intelligence of their approach. Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavalry in the camp, which, be!ides the black, were one oi the two 
troops of Europeans, to lie in their way: of which the party got 
intelligence, and leaving their bullocks retreated during the night, 
and in their return three officers, who lagged behind in their palan- 
kins, w r ere taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, winch Captain 
Preflon had detached to harrafs the party from Ratalgrammon. 

The army had hitherto continued on the ground between Oul- 
garry and the river of Ariancopang, where they had encamped im¬ 
mediately after the fuccels of the bound hedge. I his ground is always 
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overflowed in the rainy foafon, of which the figns encreafed every 
day ; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, and 
encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half nearer the 
bound-hedge than their fir ft encampment at Perimbe, but to the left 
of that ground. The heighth and Tandy foil of this fituation 
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and fecured at leaft the 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat 
and bamboo were built to foe Iter them from the other. 

At one the next morning, firing of cannon and mufketry was 
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides fmnller craft, three 
French fhips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence 
permitted, and under the command of looguns, mounted along the 
works on this fide, and the ft rand, to protect the road. Thele fhips 
were intended to wait until the ftormy weather, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven¬ 
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould the Eng- 
liih fquadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste¬ 
vens had for fome time determined to cut them out of the road. His 
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight 
before the prefont, a night had been fixed ; but the fhips beginning 
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by 
telelcopes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately font from the 
fhore to reinforce the French fhips ; which was likewife difcovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy’s fufpidons fhould have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 60 guns was font to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the night of the 
6th, the enterprise was relumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volun¬ 
teers, and failed to the Tyger, where all aflembled at 12. Soon after 
they perceived the lights in the great cabbin of the neareft fhip, 
the Hermione, extinguifhed, and concluding that the officers were 
gone to reft, let off for the attack. The boats moved in two divi- 
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the other to the next fhip, the 
4 ■ Baleine; 
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Baleine ; the attack of the Compagnie des Indes was to depend on 
the fuccefs of thefe. To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi- 
fion moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. The niches 
of the oars were covered with freffi Bleep-Bun, to prevent creaking. 
The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro¬ 
nounce. It lightlied continually, as ufual in the nights before the 
change of the monfoon ; nevertheiefs, the divifion to the Hermione 
got within piflol-fliot of her Bern, before they were difcovered ; 
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
Blip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this approach, all hands in tile fhips were tip, and bring muiketry 
on the boats, and {hot came from the guns,of the Compagnie des 
Indes, which lay to command both the other fhips. The Hermione 
was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending them-* 
felves and the lltip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. The man who firft attempted to cut the cable had 
his head cut off by an officer {landing to guard it in the bows; never¬ 
theiefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, 
or be trufled. As foon as they were all down, the hatches were 
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizeu toplail, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the Blip, which feveral 
boats were like wife ready to tow: but by this time, the {ho re, 
which had waited until the Bring of the attack had ceafed in the 
{hip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning dbe&ed 
the aim : and Ihot continually ftruck : one deffroyed the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were {leering, and cut the tiller 
rope. The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
lingle fail was not fufficient to fleer the Blip; the boats remained 
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with fuch 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean 
while the fire continued from the Biore. At length, fomc imagined 
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that the (hip had no motion, and re lifted by a cable and anchor 
concealed under her keel *, on which the officer who commanded 
the attack, refolved to leave her*. The prifboers below were told, 
that it was determined to let her on fire, on which they came up 
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to the Tyger. When arrived on board, the captain, Dlgby Dent, 
laid he ffiould fend his own men, if the divifion did not imme¬ 
diately return to bring off the fhip. This fpirited rebuke prevailed, 
all the boats fet off again arid met'the fhip half a mile nearer ; 
for the land-wind had fprung up and was driving her out. 

I he dilpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the fame, and 
fucceeded more eafily. The crew made little refifiance; only two 
men were killed before they furreadered. The rudder of the fhip 
was affiore, hut feveral fills were bent to the yards which fufficed 
to move and fleer her, and ihe was brought, and anchored near the 
Tyger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
Compaguie des Indes. 

By this time the want of provisions prefled fo hard, that Mr. 
Lally affembled a general council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who represented that their 
fidelity alone to thole who might condemn them to this fevere ca¬ 
lamity, had left it in their power to inftidt it: by their removal, 
like wife, all die Europeans would be deprived of their domeftics; 
and from thefe coniiderations the aflembly broke up without de- 
cifion : but fome from fear of the other inconveniences of the 
blockade during the flormy weather, requefted permiffion of Colonel 
C oote to fend away their families either to the Danifh or Dutch 
iettlements on the coaft,' which were neutral in the war; and pafl- 
ports were granted. 

Intelligence was received on the nth, that the garrifon intended 
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to ftorm die Madrafs re¬ 
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then puffi on to attack the large re¬ 
doubt, which the Euglifh army had railed to the north of it; on 
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way, in 
order to fall on the rear of the detachment: beffig difeovered, the 
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but 
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. 

The winds had for fome days veered and ftrengthened ; and on 
the 22d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud- 
dalore with all the fhips, excepting four,, which two days after, on 
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. Their departure 
was unexpefled, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that, 
he would not quit the coaft until compelled by the utmoff ne- 
-ceffity, which had not yet come. As foon .as they di&ppearcd, the 
Compagnie des Indes, and a Hoop which was in the road, prepared 
as had been forefeen to put to fea. The fliip failed on the 30th to 
bring provifons from Tranquebar, and the Hoop armed with feveral 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which 
at this feafon of the year come with the wind and current from the 
northern to the fouthern parts of the coaff, and generally fail in 
light of the Ihore. The four men of war which left Cuddalore on 
the 23d, anchored on the ill of November off of Alamparvah, 
from whence they fell down on the 14th to the road of Pondicherry, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other 
12 Ihips of the fquadron to refit them in the bay of Trincomaly. 

Captain Preffon, on the 18th of Oflober, detached fome black 
horfe and Sepoys from his poll at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head of cattle of thole co lie fled by the French, which 
were grazing in the country round the pettali of Gingee : The de¬ 
tachment was neither op poled or purfued, although a confiderable 
party of the French troops was then in the pettali ready to march. 
This party moved on the 2iff; they were 200 Europeans and 
Coffrees, 400 Sepoys, 100 European, and as many black horfe. 
They crofled the river Panar 011. its decline, and on their arrival at 
Thiagar, a detachment iarger than their number was formed, and 
marched away, to attack the fort of Chandammigalum, which ftands 
half way towards Trinomalee: the fort was garrifoned by four or 
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from. Cliittapet, 
who repulled the affault with uncommon ability, having killed 
ten Europeans and 40 Sepoys, and wounded 50 Sepoys and 20 
2 horfes j. 
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horfes; after which the French party attempted nothing more, but 
returned toThiagar. 

Captain Prefton, on the firft intelligence of their motion from 
Gingce, fet out, as before, to follow them with the greateft part of his 
force from Ratlagrammon, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa- 
poruni, found the river levelled, and continued on the bank, in experia- 
tion of its fall ; and on the iflof November, the garrifon ofGingee, 
being ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrammon, again 
detached a party of 25 European horfe and 20 foot with three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys and fome black cavalry, to drive away all the 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 
who commanded during the abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retreat with the cattle they had 
gathered, -when he-appeared with 50 black horfe, and three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but 
as if cautious of coming too clofe to their fire; which continually 
drew it from them ; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex¬ 
pended their ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fuftained, and toon broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
30 with a Subadar or captain made prifoners : of the Europeans, 
fet were killed, or fell Wounded, and 150 mufkets were collected. 
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force, marched again 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and 
entered the pe'ttah of Gin gee, which has but a flight wall, by lur- 
prize, fet fire to it in every part, and met no refiftance, except¬ 
ing the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on 
Ins return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the 
enemy had taken the day before. 

The frequent, although flender attempts and enterprrzes, which 
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in order 
either to fupply Pondicherry with provifions, to gain plunder, or to 
create diverfions of the Englifh force, had in the whole expended 
more than three hundred Europeans ; moft of the reft were now at 

Thiagar, 


Book m 


The French Squadron. 


Thiagai, and ftom tne force remaining at Gingee, including what the 
garrifon might on occafion Ipare, no attempt of convoys to Pon¬ 
dicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre¬ 
hended. They had loft, it ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, dill fecured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine ; and Mr. Tally not impru¬ 
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do feme ter vice, and would febfift themfelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the (lender (lock of 
provifions, of which they had (hpplied fo little. He now wifhed 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
ill fortune and necefoty obliged him to rely as the tike lie ft means 
that .remained of relieving the diftrefles of Pondicherry. 

The French fquadron, which had left the coafl on the ifl of 
October of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at 
the ifle of France. This ifland never furnilhed provifions diffident 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufled of the 
(lores colic fled from abroad, by victualling the fquadron at their 
departure for the coafl, that little remained to afford them on their 
return ; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the 
equipment of two veil els, which had been fent to attack the Engli/h 
factories in the gulph of Perfia. In this diflrels, it was relblved to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three (hips 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of 
Good Hope. But Mr. D’Ache propofed to give the command of the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s (hip the A£llf; on which all the 
captains of the Company’s (hips of war proteded againft this pre¬ 
ference, as derogatory to their own rights; and whilft the tedious dis¬ 
putations ufunl on fuch occafions were carrying on in writing, with 
much acerbity ami little public zeal, the annual temped of the ele¬ 
ments in this climate arole in the niglit of the 27th of January, and 
laded without intermii'Eonj and with the utmoft excefs, for 36 hours. 
Thirty-two vefiels in the port of Mauritius Were torn from their 
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anchors; but all, excepting one of 50 guns, were flopped by the 
ooze of the bay from driving On the rocks which (raize the fhore ; 
on which all the ftnfliler craft were ftranded and wrecked. The 
ruin was greater on the land. Ail the vegetation of provihons 
above the iurface. was deftroyed. The cattle and fowls were walked 
away by the torrents, or perifhed by the inclemency, and of the 
magazines of grain,. which are ail built of wood, fome were over¬ 
thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Three months 
were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fhore. 
In this interval, fome few provihons were brought by fome trading 
veflels of the colony from Madagafcar, and the furplus of the ifland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
fhips of war, as faft as they could be equipped, in order to fubftft at 
Foul-point In Madagafcar. On the 8th of June, arrived a veflel 
from France, apprifmg, that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iHands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confequencc 
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them ; and the fquadron, if at Mau¬ 
ritius, was ordered to continue there ; and, if gone to the coaft, to 
be immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr. D’Achd 
to remain with the greateft part of his fhips for the defence of 
the ifland, but to fend away thofe before allotted to Madagafcar; 
which, to fave the confumption of victuals, were not to return to 
the ifle of France, until the 20th of Auguft: if at this time they 
received no directions how to act, the council of war might proceed 
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the fhips 
might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might, 
if they chofe it, go to the coaft of Coromandel. The Centaur 
failed for Madagafcar on the 16th of June, but the other three 
not in lefs than a month after, by which time the regiment of 
Cambray was arrived in feveral of the Company’s fhips from 
France. The news of the ftorm was brought to Pondicherry by 
the Hermlone and Baleine in July, but by detaining the bailors for a 
while on hoard, the report was kept fecret, until others properly 
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and the enemy at their 
■ ■ gates, 
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gates, that the fquadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be 
every day expected on the coaft. In the middie of Cf&ober, letters 
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahe, on the coaft of Malabar, ar¬ 
rived from hence, with information of the departure of the four 
fhips to Madagafcar, and dubious affurances of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. JLallv had always, regarded 
the operations of the fquadron as lb unzealous and indeeffive, that 
he was convinced thefe fhips would not make the effort. He, how¬ 
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning the 
fuppofed attack of Mauritius from England ; but gave out that the 
(hips gone to Madagafcar,- and more, might be expected at Pondi¬ 
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. But, defpainpg 
of the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the alhftance of the body of Morattoes under the com¬ 
mand of Viz vazy punt, which liad lately returned from Scringa- 
patam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic. 

Vizvazypunt, on his firff approach from the Kriftna, had in Ap 1 
lent letters to Pondicherry, tendering the fame affiftance to the P lench 
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englifh: a vague corrdpon- 
dence had continued in confequence of thele overtures ; but, on his 
nearer approach, Mr. Lally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the ceffion 
of the fortrels of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would give 
Balagerow in the province of Arcot, was the yvifh of a national 
point of honour, fine? Gingee had, until the beginning of the. 
prefent century, been the capital of a lace of Moi attoc Lings, whole 
dominion extended from the Colerqon to the Paliar. I he Council 
empowered the agents to agree that Gingee fhould be delivered to 
him as toon as the Englifh army retreated from Pondicherry, and 
that 500,000 rupees Could be paid him when, his own appeared m 
fight of the town. All the French troops abroad were to jour the 
Morattoes as fbon as they palled the hills, .and entered the, pro¬ 
vince. If thefe terms were not readily accepted, the agents were 
to infmunte that, although the diftrefles of Hyderally had broke any 
farther expeOations of affiftance from him, the king of Myfore him- 
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horfe pufhed to the river, and were ferried over to the town under 
the guns of St. Thomas’ redoubt. To prevent iuch attempts in 
future, 50 Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were Rationed 
and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-fliore, oppofite to the 
bar of the river. 

By this time the water's of the Panar were run off, and, as the 
troops at Rati a gram on with Captain Fletcher were deemed fuffi- 
cicnt to oppofe what the enemy had at Gingee, Captain 1 J teflon, 
with the main body of his command, marched away from Villa- 
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a 
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but after Elavanafore was 
inverted did not advance to its relief. The only guns fit for battery 
with Preflon’s divifion, were two field twelve-pounders, which are 
too flight againft rtrong defences ; but, as the laft thing which is 
done in country forts is to repair them, a breach was eahly made, 
and the garrifon capitulated at difcretion, although they were 11 
Europeans, ip Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces, 
befides the guns of the fort. 

Preparations had for forne time been making at Madrafs to con¬ 
vert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack ; and on the 
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a ffiip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds 
’of flores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt, and the 
maffoolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the 
18th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to condua 
the trenches. 

There were remaining in Pondicherry about 50 horfes belonging 
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured either within 
or without tire walls ; and, as the grain they con fumed was- fo much 
taken from the fuftenance of the garrifon, Mr. Lally refolved to 
fend them with the beft riders to Thiagar. Colonel- Coote re¬ 
ceived intelligence of the intention, but not. of the time. At two 
o’clock in the morning of the zift, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe- 
men, palled the river on rafts,, near the bar, oppofite to the re¬ 
trenched guard on the fpit of fand, from which the Europeans had 
been withdrawn^ and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whom the 
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French grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whllft 
the horfemen went off as fail as they could over the plain, taking the 
road to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe in the camp 
mounted, and crolling the river, which chanced to be fordable at 
Villenore, went in purfuit, and took thirteen, whole horfes were too 
feeble to keep pace with the others. 

Major Prelion, following his.fuccefs, marched from Elavanafore, 
again!! a fort called Rilhavandum, which (lands 15 miles to the 
N. E. of that place: it furrendered to him, after little leimance, on 
the 2ad : the garrifon confifled of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans. 
From hence he marched againfl Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles- 
north of Thiagar ; which furrendered to him without making any 
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer- 
jeaut. In the mean while, the French troops remaining at Gin gee, ex.- 
clufive of the garrifbn there, went again!! Chittamoor, a fort 10 miles 
to the s. E. and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and four 


Europeans, killed and wounded. 

The landing of the (lores from the Admiral Watfott had been im¬ 
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they 
had not been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with the 
titmoft vigilance, and nothing, fince the laft convoy, had attempted 
to get in by land ; feveral boats coming from the fouthward, with 
fait provifious and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped 
at Devicotalm The eixcreafing. dittrefs determined Mr. Lally to con- 
fult nothing any longer but necefhty ; and on the 27 th, he turned 
out of the gates alt the blacks remaining m the town, excepting a 
few who were domeftics to the principal inhabitants. I he- number 
expelled were 14.00, of both fexes, and every age They wandered 
in iamities and companies towards all parts ot the limits, hoping the 

merev of being fuffered to pafs away; but they were every where 
(lopped by the advanced Sepoys, and ordered to go back ; on which 
they retired, and aifomblcd round, the foot ot the glacis, begging 
admittance, and many of them attempting to pals over into the 
covered way, were fired upon by the mufketry and cannon, and feme 
TO killed! At night they were quiet; but the next day, and foi 
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fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and. the 
Englifh polls, and received the fame repulfes. Examples of this 
feverity rarely occur; and in civilized war is never exercifed but with 
the utmoil reluctance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally 
Inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuftenance, ex¬ 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about 
their perlons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked 
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to; nevertlielefs their 
thanks were inexpreflible, even for this chance of prefervation. 

The Nabob was prefent at this a£t of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the 15th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hoars with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the 3d of December. ,On the ad and 3d, two veffels, a 
Hoop, and a pinnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away forTran- 
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotah. 

Four ricochet batteries, which were firfl to open againfl the town, 
were fin hired on the 8th. We have already given feme defcription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofcawen in 1748, All the 
bailions remained in their firfl form, which, for a town of this fize, 
was very confined; but counter-guards had been made before three 
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land ; a 
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were 
only walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re¬ 
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la¬ 
borious and expen five, had not yet been dug; to the extremity of 
this higher ground where the ditch ceafed, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
water. The berm within the ditch was 23 feet broad; the covered 
way was narrow, and the glacis not fufficiently railed. The face to 
the eafl being within a few yards of the fuff, and expofed only to an 
efcalade by furprize, had no ditch, but its curtain was flanked by 
projecting batteries, which likewife commanded the road. The ci¬ 
tadel 
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tadel was a pentagon with five baftions, but too fmall to endure 

bombardment ; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain, 

and added to the fire on the fea. The town was very commo- 

dloufly laid out in ftraight ftreets which travei-fed it entirely in both 

diredtions.. 

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the 10th 
of November, had for fome time been quitted, and the guns re¬ 
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge; becaufe their 
effedt was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa¬ 
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were now 
opened were thus fituated. One flood near the beach to the north, 
200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, and about 1200 
from the walls ; it mounted four r 8 pounders, and enfiladed the eaft 
front of the town. Another of two 24 and two 18 pounders, with 
three mortars of 13, 10, and S inches, was raifed on the other fide 
of the morals, which fpreads to the well ; it was 1400 yards 
from the walls, and bore, but a little to the left,, upon the weft 
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, which mounted 10 
guns,, and had before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and extenfive 
counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The two other batteries were 
to the fouth. One on the edge of a large ifland, formed by the 
river of Ariancopang; this battery mounted only two guns, of 
which, one bore on the baftion next to that in the s. w. angle of 
the town, the other on St.. Thomas redoubt, which flood on the 
oppofite bank of the river lower down ; the other battery was 
raifed in a fmaller ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it is 
feparated on one hand, and on the other fiom the 1 pit of land, 
which forms the ft rand of the fea from the bar of the river. This 
is called the Sand Ifland ; the battery bore upon St. Thomas, re¬ 
doubt, and on the curtain of the town between the two baftions 
on this fide neareft the fea. 

All the four batteries were only intended to harrafs the garrifon by 
a crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the ftreets or ramparts; for none .of 
them were on the perpendiculars on which the breaching batteries 
. were. 
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1760, were intended to be eredded. They opened at midnight, between the 

Decmibcr ancl firing al) of 1:1 iem at ^ ie iame f i me ’ atK * in VB%s, on 

the Ijgnal of a fhell. A little before tiie fifft volley, Colonel Coote, 
with two or three officers, approached towards the glacis of the 
north front, in order to obferve what effect the bring would pro¬ 
duce upon the garrifon. They beat to arms,- but without confufion, 
■and feemed to have every thing in proper order on their baft ions; 
'they railed blue lights in different parts of the town, but did not 
fire a (hot. Captain Fletcher, who was with the Colonel, very im¬ 
prudently quitted him without notice, and went to the foot of the 
glacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guard of 
Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed, and was bringing off; when 
the guard, hearing the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from 
whence immediately came a hot lire of mulketry upon Colonel Coote’s 
party ; but Fletcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelli¬ 
gence but what was better known before. 

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept 
mafked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both iides in 
two hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the fhore near 
the bar, and drove them like wife from their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette. 

The firing continued in the fix following days, but was every 
day renewed at a different hour, and laffed varioufly, and never 
more than three or four hours at a time. On the 1 5 th, the vollies 
ceafed for want of powder, and only fired on particular occ-afions. 
In all this confumption, only one man was killed at the baftions, 
and very few in the town; but the purpofe was anfwercd of wafting 
the garriion with fatigue, which their fcanty allowance of provi- 
fions rendered them little able to endure. On the 1 t^th, a party of 
pioneers appeared at work with great eagernefs, to raife and con¬ 
vert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet with em- 
■.brafurcs. The battery on the faud ifland fired to interrupt them 
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by night as well as by day, but they per fevered. On the 20th, fome 
powder arrived in a vefiei from Madrafs, and the enfilade and bom¬ 
bardment recommenced from all the batteries as before; and was 
conllantly antwered with, the lame vivacity from the town, On the 
2 3 &> the fliip Duke, of 5 00 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with 
17 pieces of battering cannon and their Ihot, and with all kinds of 
ftores for the liege ; but lo few of the boatmen had returned to their 
maffoolas, that very little could be landed until others were afiembled 
from the neighbouring ports on the coafl, and even from Madrafs : 
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials 
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to dil'mantle the 
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet collected, 
and the engineers reported, that they Ihould not be ready to open 
this fire before the third of January ; but the batteries already con- 
flrudted continued theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stephens in the 
Norfolk, with three other fhips of the line and the Protestor fire-lhip, 
returned into the road from Trinconomaly. 

The French troops affembled at Thiagar were fo much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmalleft parties brought in provifions in plenty, and with¬ 
out rifque. Major Prelion, having no longer any apprehenfions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pulh any convoys 
through the circumvallatiou of the Englifh army, or even to diftrels 
the polls under the protection of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagramroon, 
refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige 
the troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to Intercept. 
He marched from Rafhivandum on the 1 ft of December, and en¬ 
camped in the evening- three miles to the n. w. of Thiagar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Mr. Lally’s regiment, 
pulhed out of the pettah, and went to the weft of Trino- 
malee. Being fure of provifions abroad, they intended to remain 
in the hills, waiting the event of the negociation, which Mr. 
Lally was carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipunt, whofe 
troops, if it fucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondicherry. 
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A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of too Euro¬ 
pean in fantre, whom, to alleviate the confbmptiqn of provifions, Mr. 
Lallv had Cent out of Pondicherry in the two veflels which failed 
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; from 
whence, headed by the bifhop of Hallicamaffof, they marched to 
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanatam, with whom 
the bifhop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro¬ 
ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major 
Jofeph Smith had come toKarlcal, and received no 1 no lefts t ion in their 
journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they 
crofted the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and Thia- 
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 10 or 12 of them 
deferted, and travelled to Tritchinopoly, where they offered to ferve, 
but were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dif- 
covered a confpiracy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower 
the garrifon ; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and moll of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners 
were (joo ; being the collection of all that had been taken at Ka¬ 
li cal, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in 
the different adtions at Seringham and its diftridts, by the two Smiths 
from Tritchinopoly. 

The King of My fore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teftations of good-will to the Englifh would induce them to reftore 
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, 
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of 
renewing hoftilkies, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed¬ 
ed to reinforce thofe at Diiidigul; from whence the governor on their ar¬ 
rival marched, with 1000 horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons, 
and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareft and laft of the forts, 
which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only 40 
Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the a track. From hence 
the Myforeans marched againft Nnrafingapore, another of the forts, 
fix mil'es farther, which they likewife battered for four days, when 
they were attacked thefnfelves by a ftrong body detached from 
Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back 
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to Diiidigul, with the lois of 50 men killed and wounded. The 
colleries of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoftilities, made 
incurfions into the northern di finds of Madura, and Bopped the whole 
road of the pafs, with trees which they felled on cither fide, and with 
much labour dragged and laid them acrofs'the road with fo much 
connivance, that a fingle perion could not pafs without continual 
difficulty. 

No events of great importance had happened during the courfe 
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly, The commandant, Ma¬ 
homed Irtoof, after the repulfe before Wafhinelore in the end 
of the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon, 
no longer in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ; 
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, with porting the greateif part of 
his army in ftations to check. thePulltaver and the eaftern polygars; but 
remained himfelf with the rert at Tinivelly, watching Catabominaigue 
and the wertern. The departure of Maphuze Khan from Nellitangaville 
in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his allies no longer 
the pretext of oppofmg the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the 
rights of his elder brother ; and they debated whether they lhould 
treat with Mahomed Irtoof, or -wait the event of Maphuze Khan’s 
iourney, who they fuppofed would return to them, if not received 
on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed 
no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe¬ 
ries, wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Irtoof; but 
attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthelefs, their 
depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma¬ 
homed Irtoof thought it worth the expence, to draw off lome of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s iervice, 
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifehief on thofe by whom 
they had been employed; and towards the end of April, feveral 
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly,. and faithfully entered 
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo¬ 
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, near 
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Etlaporutn, and flood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drawn 
from the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed, 
but with little lofs. In May Mahomed Ifioof received intelligence of 
the hoftillties commenced by the Myforeans from Dindigul, and the 
orders of the Prefidencv to oppofe them; in confequence of which he 
fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1500 Sepoys, 300 horfe, 
and 3000 peons. They were fcarcely gone, when a new and unexpected 
alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at 
the id and of Ceylon had received a large reinforcement of European 
troops from Batavia, which aflembled at the port of Columbo, op- 
pofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the 
beginning of June atTutacorin, aDutch fort on the continent, 40 miles 
eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents, 
and field-pieces, immediately encamped, giving out that they fhould 
fhortly be reinforced by more than their own number, and that 400 
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time with themfelves, 
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the 
king of Travancore. The natives were frightened, and pretended 
to have difcovered, that the force they faw was intended to affift the 
polygars in driving the Englifh out of the country of Tinivelly, 
and to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Ifioof immediately 
fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation ; 
who anfwered, that he fhould give none. A few days after the 
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in 
a very fertile diftriCl, htuated 20 miles s. e. of Tinivelly, and the 
fame difiance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another 
body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20 
miles to the s. e. of Alwar Tinivelly, Mahomed IfToof had pre- 
vioufly drawn troops from the eaftern fiations, and marching with 
4000 Sepoys, and feme horfe, appeared in fight of the Dutch troops 
at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18 th of June; who, in the 
enfuing night, decamped in firi£t filence, and marched back to 
Tutacorin; thofe at Manapar went away thither likewife in the 
fame embarkations which brought them; and no more was heard of 
this al arm. 


2 


The 


Book XIII. 


Madura and Tinivelly* 


Tile depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of' 
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was inverted, 
they ventured nothingmore: thePulitaver’s colleries continued asufual 
the moft adtive in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 
Iifoof again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nelli tan- 
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot 
of the hills within three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof 
joined them from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed 
feveial eighteen-pounders at Putacorin, and had the two mortars- 
winch had been font to him the year before from Angenjo, but no 
ihot or (hells for either, and was moreover in want of gun-powder 
and flints, all which he expected from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft 
waiting for them, made fuch preparations as the country afforded to 
attack Neliitangaville in form. On the 20th of the month, the 
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, Tal¬ 
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfirted until 100 of 
them fell; but they killed ten of Mahomed Ifloof’s men, and 
wounded feventy, and fome horfes. 

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al¬ 
though profeflmg peace, and difavowing the operations of the go¬ 
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own hoiie from foraging in 
the dirtridts, of which they had confented that the Englirtt Ihould col- 
ledt the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga¬ 
thered. Such was the rtate of the fouthern countries at the end of 
the year. 

The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry had ever fince the 
month of Augufl exceeded the fupplies received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the fbldiery were put 
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in¬ 
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Tally caufed a rtrift 
fearch to be made in ail the houfes of individuals, and what could be 
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fount] in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were 
dlffributed hidden min ate ly to the military and inhabitants. Two 
colonels lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the 
learch in their apartments an affront, and fent word to Mr. Lally, 
that they would no longer act as officers; but on every occafion 
as volunteers. But the event juftified the feverity ; for by the 
end of December, nut with Banding fome fupply had come hi 
by the fea, the flock remaining in the public ftore was not more 
than the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, guided by 
certain information, determined that another fearch ffiould be 
made ; on which father Lavaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who 
knew all the lecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro- 
mifing to produce a fufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no 
cxpe&ation of farther fupply; but the French agents with Viz- 
vazypunt fent hopes of iucceeding In their negotiation; and on 
the laid day of the year intelligence was received in the Engliffi 
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body of Morattocs, with 
all the French liorfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trino- 
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, 
at all events, to puffi with provifions to Pondicherry. 

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re- 
ftored to its ufual temperance; the Iky bright, although the winds 
lometimes ffrong, which always, at this feafou, blow from the north, 
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land : but on the 30th of December, although the weather con¬ 
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. e. and the furf beat fo 
hollow aud heavy, that no boats could pafs ; which encreafed in the 
night. The next morning the wind frefhened, and the iky was 
clofe and duiky, but without that wild irregularity which prognosti¬ 
cates a ftorm; and this afpeft did not change till noon, nor the wind 
encreafe until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of 
the line, two frigates, the fire-ffiip, and the ffiip with ftores from 
Madrafs, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
every one ftronger than the laft, until 1 o, when the Admiral’s ffiip, 
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other ffiips to 

do 
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the fhips, 
in obedience to the difcipline of the navy, rode until their 
cables parted with the drain, when they with much difficulty 
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail, 
and none without fplitting feveral. Every minute encreafed 
the dorm until twelve, by which time the wind had veered from 
the N. w. where it began, to the n. e. ; when it fuddenlv fell 
dark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the 
wind flew up from the fouth-ead, and came at once in full drength 
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter. 

By the delay of not getting early under fail whilft the dorm was from 
the north, mod of the diips lod the opportunity of gaining diffid¬ 
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-ead. The fird gud 
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the lea breaking 
over her. Captain Affleck cut away the mizen ; and this not anfwer- 
ing, the main mad likewife, which broke below the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering over the fide of 
the fhip without going clear off into the fea, until the fflock of a 
wave fent it away. The fhip then righted, the reefed forefail dood, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when die dropped 
the flieet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride 
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-mad, which 
carried away the bowfprit, when the fhip came round; and thus 
rode out the dorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their mads on the different neceffities with the fame pru¬ 
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. 

The Newcadle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Protector 
fire-fhip, returning with the s. f. dorm, midook their found¬ 
ings, and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where thev 
were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furf was. 
not to, be didinguifhed in the general tumult of the elements ; 
and the danger was not difeovered until it was too late, and the 
three fhips came a fhore about two miles to the fouth of Pondt- 
X cherry;. 
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cherry; but only feven in all the crews perifhed, who were knocked 
over board by the fhock of linking aground. 

The Duke of Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftorefhip, 
i unfortunately preferred all their mails through both the ftorms, un¬ 
til they were driven back to the neceffity of anchoring; and in 
bringing up with them {landing, all the three either broached to, 

■ or overfet, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans 
.perifhed in thele fhips ; only feven, and feven lafcars, were laved 
out of the crews, who were picked up the next day, floating on 
pieces of wreck. 

The difference of the element prevented the deftru&ion from be- 
. lug equal at land ; but the ravage in proportion was not lefs. All 
the tents and temporary caferas of the camp on the Red-hill, and 
its out-pofls, were blown to-pieces. The ammunition abroad for 
immediate lervke was ruined. Nothing remained undamaged that 
was not under the fhelter of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the 

■ bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, or in the fort of Ville- 
nore, where the main flock of gun-powder was depofited. The fol- 
diers, unable to carry off their mulkets, and refill the ftorm,' had 
left them' to the ground, and were .driven to feek fhelter for their 
ow r n perl'ons wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black 
attendants of the camp, from the natural feeblenefs . of their con¬ 
fine t ion, perifhed hy the inclemency of the hour. The fea had every 
where broken oyer the beach, and overflowed the country as far as 
the bound-hedge ; and all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had railed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re¬ 
paired. -The great anxiety remained for the other fhips of the 
fquadron, whole fortune was not yet known. 

The town of Pondichery beheld the ftorm and its effects 
as a deliverance feat from heaven. The fun rofe clear, and fhewed 
the havock Ip read around. It was propofed by fome to march 
out immediately, and attack the Englifh army; but this operation 
was impracticable ; becaufe no artillery could move through the 
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry; 
otherwife three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for 

three 
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three hours after day-light, have met with 100 together In a con¬ 
dition to redd them. The with of every one then turned to expec¬ 
tation that the diips from Madagafcar might arrive in the inter¬ 
val before the Englifh ihips in the road were repaired, or others 
joined them from the fea: but the excellence of the opportunity did 
not alter Mr. Tally’s midrud of the reiburce; and letters were 
immediately di(patched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranqnebar, and 
Negapatam, ordering them to fend away proviiions with inllant ex¬ 
pedition, at every rilque, on any kind of embarkation. 

The anxiety for the milling (hips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difco- 
vered in the offing. The (hip, prepared at all points, before the 
fouth-ead dorm arofe, fcudded before it with a day-fail, without 
loiing a mail, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The apprehen- 
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmaded. This ffiip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-room than any of them ; but the fouth-ead dorm had carried 
away all her mads; foon after they were joined by the Grafton, 
who gave the welcome information that fhe had left, on the zSth 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Corniffi, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land: they were all returning to¬ 
gether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the dorm was raging near 
the coad. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver¬ 
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon. The other three (hips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the SalHbury, with the prize la Compagnie 
des Indes, iikewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrafs, 
where the violence of the dorm had not reached. No more were 
to be expefted; for the Elizabeth and the South(ea-cadle, want¬ 
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizes, 
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmaded 
dlips, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to 
Vol. II. 4 Y 
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1761- aft on neceffity; and thus in a week after the Rorm, which had 

"r— y— 1 raifed fuch hopes of deliverance in the gam foil of Pondicherry, they 

January, p aw t h e R I0ac l again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, and although 
three of them were ©nly_ of 50 guns, all were manned above their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
from the three branded flips. Their boats continually cruizing, 
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards 
the road with provillons ; but feveral boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the Rorm, favoured 
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth- 
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away Rajah iaheb, the fon 
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fiuce the defeat of Vandiwalh, had re- 
fided with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence paffed to Ceylon in the charafter of an elephant- 
merchant. 

Every diligence was exerted to reRore the works and Rations of 
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled 
by the Rorm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad¬ 
vantages of the prelent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of 
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound hedge 
and its ledoubts - remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they 
extended ; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the Rar redoubt on the fpit of fand 
ovei againR the bar ; which could not be reRored in ten days ; and 
the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranfport of men and 
materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter¬ 
mined, as . foon as the river fubfided/to furprize St. Thomas’s re¬ 
doubt, which, whilR it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on the other fhore, would proteft the paflage of what convoys the 
gairifon might expeft ; hut if taken, would preclude their approach 
even more efficacioufiy than the poRs on this the blockade which 
the Rorm had ruined. The waters fell fufficiently on the 5th, and 
rhe detachment intended for the attack, having previoufly ailembled 
‘ u the Ariancopang redoubt, which Rood above at the extremity of- 
4 the 
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the bound-hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and tkirted by a 
fand. The redoubt flood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a 
channel, which flrikes to the north from the main body of the river, 
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with 
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englifh 
army, eroded ffrft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the refl of the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a 
party, which Mr, Lally had fent off in hafte, on intelligence that 
the Englifh intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was 
believed, arid admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buflle or firing, 
immediately lent over the front of his party, who, as foori as their 
numbers were fufficient, declared themfelves, and threatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a fugle man made the leaf noife, or at¬ 
tempted to efcape. All obeyed,' excepting one Caffre, who ftole away 
unperceived. They confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, f ve CafFres, 
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr. Call, followed with the 
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and 100 Lafcars, carrying ga¬ 
bions, fafeines, and tools, with which they immediately fet to work 
to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was Intended when 
neceffary to turn the guns againfl the town. Atone in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the 
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began 
to fire fmgle fhot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carriages on 
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went 
away to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgnrry, leaving a lieu¬ 
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in 
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laft 
extremity. The workmen had finifhed, and were withdrawn at, 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four com¬ 
panies of grenadiers from the garrifon: they aftaulted on every 
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fide at once, few fired, and all pufhed with fixed bayonets through 
the ditch over the parapet. The refinance was not equal either 
to the fdrepgth of the poll, for it was doled on all lides, oi to 
the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 170 
men. Some efcaped by jumping over the parapet v a lew weie 
killed, and thegreatefd part, with the officer, furrendered themfelves 
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally feat back all'who had been taken,, 
to the Englifh camp, for want of provifions to feed them ; but on 
condition, that they fhould not ad again. This difcovery of the 
d ill refs of the garrifon could only be required of warranted by the 
utrnoft lieceflity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri- 
foners had not time to learn the world of what the town was en¬ 
during, and that they could not tell fo much as deferters. 

On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the working r 
parties was allotted to complete the redoubt on the Ipit of land,, 
which was to replace that which had been walhed away. It was. 
railed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred yards in 
the rear of the former ; its fcale fufficient to contain 4 00 m en, and- 
to mount 16 guns in different directions. Equal attention was given 
to repair and'complete the Hanover battery, where, from thelownefs 
of the fituation, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which- 
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofures 
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but with little effeCt. On the 7 th, the Com¬ 
pany’s lliip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, • laden with battering 
cannon, ammunition, and Id ores, to replace what had foundered 
in the Duke : and on the pth another Ihip brought Mr. Pigot the 
governor, with Mr, Dupre, one of the council, and Captain Robert 
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to Tuperintend the embarkation of 
the Idores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were' now to 
direCt againft the town. 

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
concluded a negotiation with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt. 
-Allen, and theBifhop of HalicarnafTus, had added the offer of Thiagar 
z to 
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to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their Sfliftance, 
ancl profered fubftantial Ihroffs as fecurity; how this wary tribe of 
money-changers were induced to this venture, when there was 
liot fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un¬ 
accountable. Either Vizvazipunt himfelf mu ft have encouraged 
them to {land forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft 
terms from the Nabob ; or fome fecret enemy of the Nabob, who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic, 
and the fupport of Pondicherry, mu ft have proved to the Ihroffs the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment fhould tall 
upon their lecurity; in this cafe we fee no one but Hyderally to 
conjecture. The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the fact, that 
they rofe by degrees from the fame Turn of 500,000 rupees with 
which they had begun, and concluded for two millions, of which 
one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had 
no afliftance to expert from him; and Allen and the Bithop 
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted*, 
and too on foot, to Hyderally. in Bengalore, which is five days 
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occafion, as 
indeed on all others ever fince he was convinced of the pro¬ 
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more de- 
cifion and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government, 
and fir ft connexion with the Englifii nation; and as the fmalleft 
undiffembled excefles of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofure of political reafon, he never failed to afk Colonel Coote 
every day, whether he was fure, and when, Pondicherry would 
furrender. Advices were at the.Tame time received from Captain 
Prefton, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which Hands 
on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud-walls ; 
on which the French troops who defended it ran to the rock, 
and faved themfelves in the fortifications above, which could only 
be affaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment: he 

Tad already begun to throw fhells from two howitzers, and was wait- 

ing 



716 The War of Coro man del! Book XIII. 

1761. Ing for mortars from Madrafs. Thefe advices removed any farther 
J- nuary‘ / app^tkeniions of fuccovirs getting into Pondicherry from the land. 
By the morning of the 10th, the Hanover battery was compieated; 
but before It opened, Colonel Coote, with fcveral officers, advanced 
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre the baftions of the 
town. As they were Banding about 800 yards from the walls, a 
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid- 
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandivafh) to receive his meflfage or letters. Two other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from 
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a ffiot was 
flred from a fix-pounder oh the Villenore gate, which miffed them, 
but unfortunately flruck and killed Duelpe, as he was talking to 
the meffenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfacfion for the 
outrage, iuppofmg it unprovoked. Mr. Daily confined the officers 
on duty at the gate, and the next day lent his aid-de-camp to explain 
the mifchance, for which he ex prefled much concern, 

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery 
opened with ten guns, fix- were twenty-four, and four eighteen- 
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one" of ten 
inches. The fix guns on the left fired upon the wefl face of the 
N, vv. baflion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next 
upon the next baflion on the left, which was fmall, and mount- 
ed only three guns: it was called St. Jofeph. The two other 
guns on the right battered the two projecting towers Banding 
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin 
in front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. The fire 
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars continued 
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very fpa- 
ringly. The next day, the 11th, the battery f having been da¬ 
maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the 
addition ot fhells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which 
Jpvefal times fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never- 
thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with 

great 
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gieat \ ivacity ; but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 
night hud. given tiny repaii to the n. w, baft ion, and its counter- 
guard; which, in confluence of this negledt, had very little fire 
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or 
the works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in theie two 
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar- 
rifon. The Englifh army, on the contrary, received the confirmation 
of a report, that more forces from England (lent by the fame fpirit 
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Malabar, 
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment,, had 
embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fiiips and 
two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one of 
the men of war arrived at Anjengo on tire 15th of December, and 
the others were daily expected there. 

The redoubt on the fpit of land to the foutli was comp] eated by 
the night of the 12th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to lerve at 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
time colle&ed. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th, 
and received only a few lliells. In the beginning of the night, all 
appointed for the trenches were aflembled at the bleaching town. 
They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400 
lafcars, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies : 
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three. 
The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of the 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three Ihort 
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes, 
and from hence pufhed on obliquely in one ftreight line, until 
it puffed crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the 
other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be erected. 
This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of 
the town. Two fhort trenches continued, one from each end 
of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended 
battery, which was to be conftrudted 40 yards in front; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftation of the main guard for 
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the fuppert of the battery, if attacked. All this work, compre¬ 
hending Soo yards, fheltercd on the .left by gabions, fafdnes, and 
find-bags, was executed by the European foldiery, divided into com¬ 
panies, all working at the lame time according to the trace, on the 
different ground allotted to each divifion.; whilft the 400 lafcars, 
and the 200 coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, not 
only to them, but to the battery, where the pioneers were 
at work, as requiring more knowledge and exaftnefs; who before 
the morning had fimlhed fix embrafures in the battery ; to which, 
Likewife, the .oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery- 
park, which had been formed near the fea-lhore, juft without 
the hound-hedge. It was fcarcely pafljble for the fame number 
of hands to have done more work in the fame time. Colonel 
Coote, and the principal officers, palled the night in the trenches, 
and were accompanied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupre. The town, 
to their .great .furprize, although blue lights ofren appeared on 
the walls, did not fire a fmgle (hot to interrupt the work. Care 
had been taken to leffen the ul'ual nolle, by not driving the 
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools; 
neverthelefs, fo many perfons continually bufy, the found of the 
carriages and oxen, and the call of their drivers could fcarcely re¬ 
main unheard ; as the battery was within 450 yards of the walls. 
J.uft before day-light all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 
Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, were polled in the parallel, and ano¬ 
ther party of the fame number in the cover of the village at the 
tail of the trenches, in order to lupport the foremoft guard. The 
embrafures that were f niffied were left malked ; becaufe there had 
not been time to lay down the platforrfis for the guns. Neverthe¬ 
lefs, it was expected, that the ganilon would fire hotly the enfuing 
day, were it only to damage the parapet of the battery. 

They were doubtlefs aftorrifhed at the work they law done; but, 
only fired now and then, and only fingle {hot at a time ; obferv- 
ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the plat¬ 
forms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery fired 
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity, 

which 
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which beiore night lilenced ail the guns again ft which it opened ; 
on the k. w. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph’s, on the 
two demi-baftions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gate. 

h v n 1 g 1 1 r the pioneers, with 300 X^alcars, "went to work a°'ain 
at the royal battery ; and the town, having well marked the aim, 
kept up a ftnart fire of ihot, grape, ■ and muiketry, which 
killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several 
fhowers of rain fell in the night, which gave appreheniion that 
the enemy would Pally ; but they refrained, and before day-light 
the battery was compleated. It was called the royal, and contained 
eleven twenty -four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It 
opened early in the morning, and, feeonded by the crofs and enfilading 
fire of the Hanover battery with 10 guns, loon filenced all the defences 
which bore upon it; excepting a gun or two on the baftion next the 
beach. Inactivity joined neceffity 111 this unaccountable aban¬ 
don of defence; which was lb great, that, what rarely happens 
until all commanding works are entirely demolifhed, men were fet, 
and continued at work throughout the day, along the whole line of 
the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the 
earth, and fmoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if 
fallied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer¬ 
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and r 50 nearer the walls : it was intended to deftroy the 
flanks of the feveral baftions, which the royal battery could only 
take in reverfe. 

As the fun was fetting. Colonel Coote coming, as was hiscuftom, 
to lupervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenore 
avenue; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de¬ 
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or 
palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies were ColonelDurre, 
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the 
Jefuits, Moracm and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 
ferving as interpreter, 

Vol. ir. 4 z 
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Colonel’ Durre delivered a memorial iigned by Mr. Lally of the 
following purport: “That the Englifti had taken Chanderna- 
“ gore againft the faith of the treaties of neutrality which had al- 
“ ways fublifted between the European nations in Bengal, and ef- 
“ pecially between the Engltfh and French ; and this at a time, when 
“ that lettlement had juft rendered the Englifli the moft lignal fer- 
“ vices, as well by refilling to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in 
“ the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the inha- 
“ bitants of this colony, after their defeat and difperfion; by 
“ which protection they were enabled to- remain in the province, and 
“ by this continuance to recover their Settlements ; as Mr. Pigot had 
“ acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—” 
That “ tlie goverment of Madrafs had refilled to fulfil the con- 
“ ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“ Mr. Pigot had atfirft accepted tlie cartel, and com million ers- had 
“ been appointed on both tides to meet at Sadrafs, in order to fettle 

“ amicably whatfoever difficulties might occur in the execution.”_ 

u This conduct of the Englilh (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
** Ills power, as refponfible to the court of France* to propofe any 
“ capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.”—“ The troops of the 
“ king and company furrender tliemfelves, for want of provi- 
“ fons, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“ to the terms of the cartel, which Mr.. Lally claims for the 
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the 
“ Roman religion, the religious houles, hofpitals, chaplains, fur- 
“ geons, domefticks, &c. referring to the two courts to decide a 
“ proportional reparation for the violations of treaties fo folemnly ef- 
“ tablifhed.”—•“ In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow raorn- 
“ ing at eight o’clock take pofleffion of the Villenore-gate, and on 
“ the fame hour the next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis); 

and as he lids the force in his own hands, he may dictate fueh far- 
“ ther difpofitions as he may think proper.”—“ From a principle of 
“ juftice and humanity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words) 
“ tIlat tlie mother and fillers of Rajahfaheb be permitted to feek an 
4 ‘ a fyl uni wherefoever they (hall think proper, or that they re- 

“ main 
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“ main pri loners with the Engiilh, and be not delivered into the 
“ hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, Bill tinged with the blood of the 
“ father and huiband, which he fhed, to the lhame indeed of thole 
“ who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the fhatne likewtfe 
“ of the commander of the Englifh army, who ought not to have fuf- 
“ fered iuch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.”— 
“ Being himfelfconfined by the cartel in the declaration which he 
“ is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Ballv confects that the mem- 
« bars of the council of Pondicherry make their ow n reprefentations, 
“ on what may more immediately .concern their particular interefjk 
“ imd thole of the colony.” 

Father Lavaur and the other deputies presented another memo¬ 
rial, drawd up by the .governor and the council of Pondicherry, 
containing the following r equations. “ That no hurt fhould be 
« done to the inhabitants ; their houles be prcferved, their effects 
** and mercantile goods left to their own di-fpoial : that nil who 
« chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be con- 
« fide red as Britilh fubjeTs, and enjoy their former pofleffions and 
« advantages. In their favour the Roman Catholic religion was 
“ to be maintained; the churches, the houfes of the eccleliallies, 
“ and the religious orders, whether witl>ia or without the city, to be 
« nreferved with every thing belonging to them; the rmffionanes free 
« to go and come, and receive -under the Englifh flag the fame pro- 
« teilion as they had under the French.” “ No buildings or edifices, 
« and no part of the fortifications, were to be demolifhed, until the 
« decifion of the refipedive fovereigns.” - “ The records m the 
“ regillcr-office, on which the fortunes of individuals depend, were 
“ to remain under the care of the prefect depofitanes, and be fent 
« to France at their diferetion.”—“ Not only the inhabitants who 
« were French, but of whatfoever other nation eftabWhed at on- 
« dicherry for their commerce, were to participate of thefe eon- 
« dir ions.”_“ The Creoles of Bourbon and Mauritius, of whom 

« the number, including five officers, are 41, having lerved only as 

« volunteers, ffiall have liberty to return home by the ftrft JP- 
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“ tunity.”— “ Safeguards were to be furnifhed to prevent diforders.” 
“ And all thefe conditions were to be executed with good faith.” 

Colonel Coote gave an anfwer ia»writing to Mr. L ally’s memorial, 
.lignifying, that “ the particulars of the capture of Chandernagore 
« were before his Britannic Majefty, which precluded him from 
“ entering into any difcuffion on this 1 object, neither could he admit 
“ that it had any relation to the furrender of Pondicherry.” That 
“ the difpute which had arifen concerning tlie cartel remained as yet 
“ undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the 
“ troops in Pondicherry fhould be deemed pri&ners on the terms 
“ of that cartel ; but that they mu ft furrender pril'oners of war, to 
“ be treated at his difcretion, which fhould not be deficient in hu- 
tl inanity.” “ That the gates of the town and citadel fhould be 
“ taken pofleftion of by the Englilh troops at the hours propofed by 
“ Mr. Lally.” “ That the mother and fifters of Rajahfaheb Ihould 
“ be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for 
“ their fafety, and that they fhould not on any account be delivered 
“ into the hands of the Nabob Mahomedally.” To the other de¬ 
puties Colonel Coote only faid, that their proportions were anfwered 
in his anfwer to Mr. Lally : they returned into the town at mid¬ 
night. 

The next morning, it was the i^th of January, the grenadiers 
of Coote’s regiment marched from the camp, and took pofleftion 
of the Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr. Lally; who, 
apprehenfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel fhould 
be delivered up in the evening, that the foldiers might be put under 
confinement before night. Accordingly more troops marched in from 
the camp ; and in the afternoon the garrifon drew up under arms on 
the parade before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them; 
Colonel Coote then reviewed the line, which, exclullve of coinmif- 
Honed officers, invalids, and others who had hid themfelves, amount¬ 
ed to 1100, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or difeafe. The 
grenadiers of Lorrain and Lally, once the ableft bodied men in the 
army, appeared the molt impaired, having conftantly put themfelves 
forward to every fervice; and it was recollected, that from their firft 
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landing, throughout all the fervices of the field, and all the diftrefles 1761” 
of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the Engliflx -v—^ 
army. The vi£tor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti J imuar >'- 
could refufe) to this folemn contemplation of the fate of war, which 
might have been his own. The French troops, after they were 
reviewed, marched into the citadel, where they depofited their arms 
in heaps, and were then conduced to their prifons. 

The next.morning the Engliih flag was hoifted in the town, and 
its difplay was received by the falute of a thoufand pieces of cannon, 
from every gun of every fhip in the road, in all the Engliih pofts and 
batteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de¬ 
fences of Pondicherry. - 

The furrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate of the 
wretched provifiohs, to which the garrifon had for fome time 
been reduced,. there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two 
days more. Neverthelefs the dcte fiat ion again ft Mr. Lally, if 
poffible, increaied, as the foie author- of the calamity, and, no longer 
reftrained by his authority, broke out in the moft vindictive expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers, moftly of the French company’s battalion, 

■went up the fteps of the government ho life, towards his apart¬ 
ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom. they in¬ 
cited ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came up on the 
quarrel. This troop then aflembled and waited below at the gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Lally did not move until the dole 
of the- day; his efcort was 15 Engliih hu liars, and four troopers of 
his own guard ; he came out in his palankin, and at the gate were 
gathered a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them, the coun- 
iellors Moracin and Courtin.. As loon as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue 
was fet up by the. whole aflembly, hifles, pointing, threats, and 
every abufive name; but the efcort prevented violence. Mr. Dubois, 
the King’s commiflary, who was to proceed with Mr. Lally, came 
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot; the fame aflembly had 
'continued on the parade, and fhowered the lame abufe?. Dubois 

ftopt, , 
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1761. ftopt, and laid he would anfwer any one. One Defer ftept out, they 
*7^ drew, and the fecond pafs laid Dubois dead, who was 60 years of 
ailU ‘ tr> ' Hrort-lighted, and always wore fpectacles. No one would affift 

his fervants to remove and bury the eorpfe; and Ins death, vio¬ 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was treated as a meritorous aft: his 
papers were immediately taken polled ion of by the regifter. It was 
known, that he had, ever inice his. arrival at Pondicherry, compofed 
protects on the part of the King again ft all the diforders and irregu¬ 
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the department^of 
the government, and the collection was very voluminous ; but none 
of his papers have ever appeared. 

The total number of the European military taken in the town 
including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inhabi¬ 
tants were 381; the artillery lit for fervice were 500 pieces of can¬ 
non, and 100 mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and military ftores, were in equal abundance. 

On the 4th day after the furrender, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co¬ 
lonel C’oote, that Pondicherry fhould be delivered over to the Pre- 
iidency of Madrafs, as having become the property of the.Engliih Eaft 
.India Company. A council of war, compofed of the two admirals, 
and four poll-captains of the fquadrou, Colonel Coote and three 
Majors of the king’s troops, aflbmbled, to deliberate on this de¬ 
mand ; and required the authority on which it was made. Mr. Pi<r 0 t 
: infilled- on the king’s patent, dated the 14th of Januaiy 1758, which 
regulates the Company’s fhare and title to captures. The 'council 
of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenlion. Mr. Pio- O t 

• as the fhorteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry were not delivered’ 
, -the Prelidency of Madrafs would not fornifh money either for the 

• fubfiftcnce of the King’s troops, or the French prifoners. This con- 
clufion barred all farther argument, for neither .the Admiral, nor 
the commander of the King’s troops, were authorized to’draw 
hills on the government in England for fucb a contingency. The 
council of war, therefore, fubmitted to the reqmfition, but protefted 
again ft the infult it conveyed againft the King’s prerogative, and 
declared the Prebdency refponbble for the confequences. 


During 
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During tins difcuftion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies 
of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to Inveft 
the forts of Glngee ; and a convoy of military lfores were lent from 
the camp to Major Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob requeued and expected that the army, after thenecef- 
fary repole, would accompany him a gain ft fuch chiefs and feudatories, 
whom he wilhed or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con¬ 
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the 
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Poly gars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth, were 
fufpefted of hidden treafures ; ft ill more the greater and lefler Mora¬ 
va rs ; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con- 
lidered the Nabob as his fuperior. 

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ; their treafury 
and credit was exhaufted in the reduction of Pondicherry ; the care 
of 2500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and no little ex¬ 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could 
lend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759-, 
which had induced the neceffity of other important attentions hi that 
part of the continent; and they were at this time earneftly requeft- 
ing the return of all the troops they had lent to Coromandel. The 
factory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they intended to ftop the 
troops which were juft arrived and expected in the Ihips from Eng-- 
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the French fettlement at Mahe, in which fervice they requefted 
what afliftance could be (pared from Coromandel. It was ftill un¬ 
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Engfifti 
fquadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice 
from England, in which Madrafs was to affift. Thefe views and 
confiderations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor¬ 
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which fwelled 
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the mind of the Nabob, whole joy at the reduction of Pondicherry, 
although the affenal which had forged all the anxieties of his life, 
was 'immediately imbittered by this interruption to the future con- 
quefts he had lb near at heart: and, unwilling to continue in the 
Carnatic without the entire predominance of his authority, he retired 
as it were in dlfguft with victory to Tritchi nopoly, where he arrived 
on the 15th of February. 

Four hundred of the French prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and 
the Highlanders, fix companies, with fome artillery-men, and four 
companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrifon ; 200 
were lent to Tritchinopolv under the efcort of 100 Europeans, and 
fome Sepoys. The reft of the prilbners remained in the dungeons 
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwife difpofed of; and 300 
.Europeans, including the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
■with the troop of European horle, and four companies of Sepoys,- 
were appointed to garrifon the town. The troops from Bombay, 
being 1 20 of the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong¬ 
ing to that prefidency, embarked in two (hips to return thither ; the 
marines were reftored to the fquadron ; the reft of the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore. 

The court of France had i 11ftrudied Mr, Tally to deftroy the ma¬ 
ritime poflellions of the Englilh nation in India, which might fall 
to their arms. Theft inftr u£t ions had been intercepted ; and, in con- 
iequence of them, the court of Dire&ors of the Englilh Eaft-India 
Company had ordered their Prefidencies to retaliate the fame 
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in their power. Ac¬ 
cordingly Mr. Pi got, with the approbation of the council of Madrafs, 
refolded to demolilh the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as Mr. 
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in 
order to refit his Iquadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a French armament Ihould arrive during their abfence, 
and recover the town, whilft the fortifications remained in a condition 
to afford any advantage in maintaining it. 

Mr, Stevens failed on the 23d of February, with all the (hips, eleven 
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the prifoners 
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in Pondicherry, all of the regiments of. Lorrain and tally, to be 
confined at Bombay, or lent to Europe as opportunities fliould 

°?M , AS T'^ V r?* “ tcnded to aid > if necefi'ary, in the attack 
of Mahe, the Prefidency fent 50 of the company’s artillery, and 
three of their engineers in the fquadron. 

Mahe is fituated four miles to the fouth of Tellicherry. The fort 
and town fond not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth 
fide of a river, which admits fmall veffeis. Several hills rife near 
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill 
on the other fide. The fettlement prefides over all belonging to the 
French company on this fide of the pemnfula, excepting theiiTatfory 
at Surat. Thete dependencies are five forts to the north of Telll- 
' cherry, and a factory houfe at Calicut. 

The five fhips from England had landed the troops at Tellicherry 
by the 5th of January; but from the length of the pafiage to and 
fro, the per million from Bombay to attack Mahe did not arrive 
before the beginning of February ; and with it the prefidency fent 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to alii ft ; as none of the Ihips 
had been detained. TPhe delay had. given JVXr. IL/Oiiet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for aftiftance with feveral of the neigh¬ 
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long 
been in commerce; and they proraifed and fwore to aftift efficacioufo, 
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu¬ 
ropean military, on whom the ftrefs of the defence was to reft, did 
not exceed 100, and even they, from the general neceftity of the 
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feveral 
months, and miffed no opportunity of defer ting. The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufand. 

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8th 
of February on the limits of Mahe. Their numbers, for the ganifon 
took the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
were commanded by major Heftor Munro, who determined to direft 
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide of the 
river. 
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All the felicitations of Mr. Louet were of no avail, when his allies 
faw the Englifh troops taking the field, and were apprized of their 
numbers ; they did not fend a man ; and before day-break the next 
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli- 
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major Munro was 
ordered not to commence boftiliries. Agents lent to explain doubts 
and objections, continued going to and fro until the morning of 
the 13th, when the capitulation was {igned. It was agreed, that 
all the European military fhould be transported, at the expence 
of the Englifh, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe, 
and when landed there, to be free. The effe&s, artillery, and 
military {lores, belonging to the French company, were to be 
furrendered, but the effeCts and pofieffions of individuals were to be 
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free 
cxercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
furrender; the priefls on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north¬ 
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as 
Mahe, and the factory at Calicut was to continue unmolefled under 
the ufual neutrality of that town : ample honours of war were al¬ 
lowed to the garrifon. Five hnndred men under the command of 
Major Peers marched into Mahe at noon ; and foon after, the garrifon 
were efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry, A detachment was- 
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
forts to the northward, which it was fufpeCled might difpute the 
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the furrender 
of Mahe arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March- 

Captain Stephen Smith, as foon as encamped before Gingee, 
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, who anfwered, that 
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not 
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the eafl op- 
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, although it 
it had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward town, 
which {lands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu¬ 
lar valley, extending between the three mountains. The valley 
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is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of {tone, 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the 
rocks render it unneceflary; but the wall continues up the moun¬ 
tains, and furrounds the three forts, conne&ing them with each other. 
Betides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run 
double round the two forts to the eaft j and the great mountain to 
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one 
below another towards the town in the valley, but of different fpaces 
and elevations; and the higheft Is a fteep rock in the north-weft 
part of the third enclofure above the valley; this far overtops all the 
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although final 1, is a con¬ 
tinual fpringof water. The extent of wall in'all the fortifications 
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Europeans, topaffes, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But 
they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that 
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops 
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjedt to the fire 
of the defences above. 

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englifh mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafleth along the fide of a 
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they 
called the royal battery; under which on the right towards the 
mountain of St. George flood a gateway oppofite to the outward 
pettah in the plain : but the pettah extended only from this moun¬ 
tain to the rocks of the batteiy. 

Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came every day) ap¬ 
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrilon and defences, and 
that the garrifon remained in perfeft fecurity as well in the town 
below, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d 
arid third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepoys, 
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient 
number of fcaling ladders, and the others were to fupport when called 
for. They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but palled 
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through the intervals of feme houfes, which adjoined to it and brought 
them oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall of the valley 
which extends between the royal battery and the Englifh mountain. 
They crofted the ditch, placed their ladders, and got over the wall un¬ 
challenged : the objeft was now to get.pofteffion of the gate on the 
other fide of the royal battery; but the rocks on which it flood ex¬ 
tended backwards to the fftft houfes of the town, and it was necef- 
fary to go through the fir ft ftreet leading acrofs, in order to pafs be¬ 
yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to the gateway : they proceeded even quite through the ftreet 
unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal¬ 
lenged and difcoyered by the guard of the gateway, who fired; 
which alarmed the other flattens in the town, but with fo much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 
to the gateway, from which he difperfed the guard at the pufh of 
bayonet, and opening the gate let -in the other divilion of 400 Sepoys, 
who were halt)ug not far off in the 11 eareft fhelter, and with them 
took pofteffioii of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn¬ 
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of 
the town, who retired before ; fome to St. George’s, others to 
the Englifh mountain, but moft of them into the enclofure next 
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 
which were advanced and ftationed in the houfes of the town; 
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 
they faw or fufpedted any of the Englifh troops; but with little effect. 
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the fecond 
enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 
mountain. 

On intelligence of this fuccefs 1000 more Sepoys were font to 
Smith, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than 
one half of his force in the encampment on the plain. The defertion 
continued, and amongft them came a very experienced Jemautdar 
of tne Sepoys, who profered to lead a party by a path he knew to 
furprize the forts on St. George’s mountain : he was trufted, and 
4 ' the 
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the next night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. We 
are not apprized of their track, but fuppofe they proceeded from the 
camp and went upon the outfide of the mountain to the fouth, to the 
enclofure of the outward rock which is 80 feet higher than tliofe be¬ 
neath, They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difcovered, and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard 


efcaped to the enclofures below; where all continued very alert until 
dav-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded 
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them, 
refufed to accept the furrender, excepting at difcretion; to which 
they contented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A large ftock of provifions was found 
' in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe 


in the two others were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry gave 
hopes that either of thefe fortrcffes could be taken by furprize, and 
ftill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to try it time might 
produce the 'fucceis which was not to be expedted either from foice 
or fortune. 

The fame day that tiie mountain of St. George furrendered to captain 
Smith, the important fortvefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton, 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above 
40 Europeans had defer ted to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hoipital, and 1 14 rank and 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, fo that the 
whole number of Europeans which had been (hut up were upwards of 
000 with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Coffrees ; they had provifions for 
two months longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to . 
the fort, continued as ulual in plenty, and of a good quality. 
Nevcrthelefs, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar- 
rlfon ffiould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in i on- 
dicherry 5 according to which the officers were to he feat to Europe 
upon parole, not to ferve again -during the prefont war, zndt he 
Europeans of rank and file were to be treated at difcretion ; ana hey 
were feat to be confined with thofe tody m the ptto of 
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Tritchinopoly; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were 
taken into the Company’s lervice. 

In the mean time, the detachment from Tiilecheriy was profe- 
cut’mg the reduction of the dependencies of Mahe. The fir ft is 
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the ftrand of a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry; four miles further on is the mouth of the 
river of Neliferum, which, defeending from the mountains to the eaft, 
turns lhort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
of the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
Hands Ramatilly, which is a fmall fort; on the fame fide, five 
miles beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which {lands ftrong on 
a rocky eminence: feven miles farther, on the n. fide of the 
mouth of another river, is the fort of Neleferum, which is much 
larger ; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left Ihore, 
Hands the fifth fort, which is fmall, and called Veramaly. Fort 
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, 
but the government of Mahe had delivered up the other two in 
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined 
not to part with them until compenfated; and as they equally 
commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other 
three would be of nofervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi 
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firfl fummons, but at Mattalavy 
were aflembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def- 
perate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma¬ 
labar, and had palled beyond the river-of Neliferum; and Major Mon¬ 
ro, finding more refiftance than he expe&eed in his expedition, fent 
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two 
batteries were erefted againft Mattalavy : but the fettlement of 
Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
chiefs who were in poffeffioa of Matalavy and Veramallv, who 
confented to fur render them on condition of receiving an annual 
fine, which for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As fbon as thefe 
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forts were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance. 

On the 5th of. April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the'great mountain of. 
Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per¬ 
mitted to retire, with their-arms, baggage and effects, to any of the 
neutral fettlements on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac¬ 
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company, who 
were like wife to defray their paflage to Europe. Three hundred of the 
Englifh Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of 
St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always 
been deemed-the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that the 
French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans here, 
had loft 12Q0 in the ten years during which it had been in their pof- 
feffion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms, 
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out.of the two mountains. 
They were 12 officers, and 10,0 rank and file, Europeans,- coffrees, 
and topafles, and 40 lafears for the artillery, which were 30 pieces 
of cannon and fome mortars. A paftport and fafeguard was allowed - 
to a moor of diftindtion, who had long refided in the great mountain. 

This day terminated die long contefted hoftili ties between, the two 
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a fugle eniign 
of the French nation, avowed by the authority of its government in 
any part of India ; for the troops which had gone away to Myfore, 
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers.feek- 
ing fortune and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent 
or reprefentative, and their factories at Surat and Calicut were meer 
trading houfes on fufferaiice. Thus after a war of 15 years, which 
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs 
in 1 746, and had continued from- that time with fcarcely the in- 
termiftion of one year, was retaliated the fame meafure of extirpation,., 
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French , 
councils againft the Englifh commerce and power: for fuch, as is 
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avowed hr the French memoirs on the events we have related, was 
the objeCt of Delabourdonnais’ expedition, of the whole government 
and ambition of Dupleix, and of the great armament of naval and 
land forces, which accompanied Mr. Lally to India, who conftantly 
declared, that He had but one point, which was, not to leave an 
Englifhman in the peninihla. To retard as much as poflible the 
facility of their re-eftablifhment in Coromandel, if reftorarions flvould. 
be made at the conelufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigat laid a repre¬ 
fen tation before the council of Madrafs, which determined them to 
deftroyall the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon¬ 
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed : 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left Handing in this once, 
fair andflouriffling city. 

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in 
every other part of the world; they had loft their fettlements on the coaft 
of Africa, half their weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada; 
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftruggling 
under defeats in Germany, The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited 
the public indignation more than any of the former difafters, which 
was fo far fromproducingany reconciliation amongft the amen able, that 
it only fharpened their vengeance again ft each other. Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival, formally accufed Mr. De Leyrit, Mr. Buffy, Mr. Moradn and 
Courtin, of having wilfully confpired the ruin of the French affairs 
from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by the King to invefti- 
gate and correct the abufes of the government of Pondicherry. Of 
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence, 
not more than 20 were in habits or connections with Mr. Lally ; all 
the others, revolted by the exceffes of his temper, or the feverity of 
his authority, bore him either fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ; 
all thefe became voluntary parrizans with Mr. De Leyrit and the 
council, whofe refolurions were conducted at Paris, as they had 
been at Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their firft ftep in 
public was to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller-general, in 
exculpation of themfelves, and accuting Mr. Lally of mifconduft 
under nine different heads, which, as they faid, proved more than 
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incapacity; and in Augn ft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi¬ 
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally ; who 
fome months after was confined in the Baftile. In June 1763* 
father Lavaur died; this jefuit had compofed in India two me¬ 
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama¬ 
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduct. Argu¬ 
ments taken from this piece were occafionally fupplicd to pro¬ 
pagate the public Antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
published. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken pofleffion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
had petitioned the government fora finall penfion of fubfiftence; 
and it was ds {covered that he died poflefled of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and hills of exchange. This hypocrify, with 
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the wefterii millions, con¬ 
duced not a little to the expuliioii of the order ; but full attention 
was given to the memoir of Lavabr, and from its documents the 
attorney general inferred the charge of high treafon, which deprived 
Mr. Lally of the affiftance of counfel. After he had been con¬ 
fined r 8 months, the deponents in the proeds were brought 
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re¬ 
corder. The number of faffs depofed agai 11ft liim amounted to one 
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion during 
the courfe of his government and ill fuecds was admitted. 1 he 
number of witnefles muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally 
oppoled ftrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of them. 
The recorder was tfte fame, who had given the moft fanguinary 
judgment ever pronounced in' Prance tigaihft ayouogman of family ; 
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual intfiferetion and intemperance, 1 aggra¬ 
vated the ieverity of his character, by treating him with haugh- 
tmefs and contempt during the, difehatge of His office. Eighteen 
months palled in the confrontation and interrogatories, when the 
final deciiion Was to'be made by the whole parliament or Pans, 
which is compofed of 120 members. It muft be left to conjedture, 
how many of them went regularly through the immenle volume 
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of records from which- they were to form their judgement, and how 
few perfevercd in comparing and combining this multitude of de- 
pofitions with one another, in a fubject fo new to them, whether 
as military operations by land and fea, or-as-tranfa&ions in ait range 
land, of which they were now to learn the cuhorns, manners, cli¬ 
mate, and geography. Never-thelefs with due attention, much of' 
this .knowledge, and of the caufe itfelf, might be acquired from the 
memoirs publifhed not long before the decifion, by Mr, D’Ache, 
Soupires, Bully, and of Mr. Deleyrit, who was dead, but pub- 
lilhed bv his heirs, with feveral others of lefler note and importance; 
and from the more copious judifications of Mr. Lally, written 
by himfelf, with the fame unconquered fpirit of ilivedive againft 
his enemies, as had brought on him the combination of accu- 
fations, on which the jurifprudence of his country was now to 
pronounce. But none of thefe publications alledged, nor did any 
evidence: aflert any fad, to warrant the fentence of his judges, 
who mull therefore, have been led by the-report of the recorder 
to condemn him to be beheaded, as duly attainted and con- 
vided of having betrayed the intereds of the King, the date, and 
the Eaft India company ; of abufe of authority, vexations, and ex- - 
adions, upon the fubjeds of the King-, and ftrangers refident in Pon¬ 
dicherry. Before the fentence was made known, he had been diveded 
in-the prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared de¬ 
graded of his military rank, in confequence of which he was removed 
from the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common 
prifon of criminals. Here in the morning of the 9th of May, 1766, 
his fentence was read to him ; he threw up his.hands to heaven, and 
exclaimed, Is this the reward of 45 years fervice! and fnatching a pair 
of compafles, which lay with maps on his table, druck it to his 
bread, but it did not pierce to his heart; he then gave loofe to every 
execration againd his judges and accufers. His fcaffold was pre¬ 
pared, and his execution appointed for the fame afternoon : to pre¬ 
vent him from lpeaking to the fpeftators, a large gag was put into 
his mouth before he was taken out of prifon, when he was carried 
in a common cart, and beheaded on the Greve. He perifoed in the 
65th year of his age. 
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If abufe of authority, vexations, and exactions, are not capital 
in the jurifprudence of France, they ought not to have been in¬ 
ferred, as efficacious, ill the fentence of death. The betraying of 
interefts required that the intention of ruining them ffiould be 
proved by inconteflable faCts; but Mr. Lally neither gave in¬ 
telligence to the Englifh, of which they could take advantage, 
nor led or commanded his troops to fervices of deftruCtion 
without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re¬ 
ceived bribes to influence the general plan of his conduct. The 
inveCrive of his declaration to Colonel Coote, when offering to 
furrender, ffiews how little favour he expected from the Englifh 
government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 
refpondence. Nevertlielefs; the imputation of having fold Pondi¬ 
cherry, opened the cry againft him in France. Mr. D’Eftaign and 
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his 
fudges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of his underftanding, 
declared their conviction of his innocence ; another of his judges ac¬ 
knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular fad:, but 
on the whole together- Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the 
caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death a murder .committed .with 
the fword of juftice. 

Mr. Lilly conftantly claimed the right of having his military 
■condud: tried by-a board of general officers. They would have feen 
! his errors with difeernment, and weighed them with impartiality. 
That the recall of Mr. Bufly from Salabadjing, and the fubftkuting 
the infufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fttlipatam and the northern provinces. That the fiege of Madrafs 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defective in the execution; 
but that Mr. Lally expeCted no abler refinance- here than he had 
met at Fort St. David. That the .reparation of the army, by the large 
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Englifh to ex¬ 
tend their barrier to the fouth of the Paliar by the acqulfition of 
Vandivafh and Carangoly, was - contrary to the found principles of 
war; but that-the motive was, the hope .of relieving the want of 
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money, and the didrefs for provifions, That the attempt to retake 
Vandivafh, reduced. Mr. Lady to the neceffity of receiving battle, 
which as the Englifh were feeking, he ought to have avoided.; 
hut that he had reafon to exped greater indudry and fpicit in the 
artillery, officers, and engineers, whp might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have 
been better ho red, or whether the provifions colle&ed were injudi- 
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all wkneffes, have remained a decifion 
of doubt. 

The troops which arrived with ColonelGoote in November 1759, 
with his immediate a&ivity in-the reduction of Vandivafh and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality; which judified him in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivafh, although he fought 
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had fecured relources againft mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to- the re¬ 
duction of Pondicherry: but indantly after, all were impreffed with 
the firmed perfuafion of this termination of the war. This fortu¬ 
nate confidence led to the mod vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except¬ 
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force diffident to cope with the 
Englifh; or the lucky introduction of troops and money by divi- 
dons of their fhips, if the whole do not venture: whatfoever is 
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover, 
fhould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, will be fo much 
accomplifhed towards the ultimate objeCt, The enterprizing fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote lod no time in difeovering and taking every 
advantage. The prefidency feconded Ills operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field ; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their activity ; the detachment to the wefhvard by its vigilance ; 
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by condantly 
expofmg his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuff 
tnin dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans were preferved. 
By this oeconomy, and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
it the armament fo much announced had arrived, and landed a 
4 greater 
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 1761. 
Englifh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a 
condition to have given them battle, if they had chofen it, under 
their very walls. 

Colonel Coots embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his regi¬ 
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs of 
Bengal. 


End of the Thirteenth Book, 
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TBfcfe marked with an afterifk, are errors or over-fights of the Author* 
SECTION. T H-E FIRST. 

Page* Lane. 

3 3 f° r Sagor read Tagore. 

7 2g dele one m in Mahommedao, 

8 12 for Eniperar, read Emperor, 
before government, infert the Q 
for Behar, read B^rar, 
for even* read ever, 
after more put a comma, 
dele one of the ats, 
for Decan ^read Duan, 
before happened, infert had. 
for hapened, read happened.- 
. before mounted, infert were, 

for Latfcee, read Latty, 
before his, infert by. 
for Bahar, read Bhar. 
for Mahomet, read Mahomed. * 
for fafioty, read factory. 
for fix, read ten. 
for Timary, read Timery. 
far weft ern, read e afte rn, 
for eaftward, read weftward # 
for n* w* read n. 

before brambles, infiead of thicker read ftrong, 
far Behar, read Balia r, 
idem, idem. 

after Nabob infert a comma. 
dele the, the lajl word in the line , 
for Mattaver, read Matlavar*. 
idem. idem. 

after came, infert a comma* 
after enemy for: put ; m , 

for all at equal diftanec, read as the line admitted, 
for Arcelore, read Arielore. 
for proceed read return. 
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Thofe marked with an a fieri fk, are errors or over-fights of the Author. 
SECTION THE SECOND. 
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fir Rangarow, read Kiftnarow. 
fir Chinglapet, read that place. 
dele of thofe. 

fir Sidapte. read Sidapet, and put after it j 
fir right, read left, 

fir Gopaulliarry, read Gopaulrow; he went by both names 
idem* idem. 

fir T r i va lore, read Tri p a fibre* 
dele comma after feeing, 
fir pallifado, read pallifade, 
fir Achempettah, read Aimapett^ 
dele the comma after Tmivelly* 
dele the comma after diftri£t&. 
for diftance read defiftance, 
dele the comma after Paliar, 
fir with, read without. 

fir Tri Perm ado re, read Stree Perm adore; though both, prevail* 
fir Abdul wahad, read Abdulwahab. 
fir 56, read 50- 
befire which, infert on, 
fir left, read right* 
fir eaftern, read weftern* 
before recovered, infert who, 
after fide, put a comma. 
fir ramparts, read ramps* 
for left, read ported. 
fir requrting, read requefting. 
fir lain, read laid. 
fir Villaperum, read Villaparum, 
after iiland, injlead of , put ; 
fir a rival, read arrival. 


645 penult.jftr Ouglarcc, read Oulgarry. 
*660 6 fir 1400, read 1100. 

*'662 24 fir error, read mi flake, 

674 4 after of, infert the, 

#— 18 fir eaft, read north, 

*682 2 fir attack, redd divifion* 

691 18 fir 14th read 4th, 
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Directions for the placing and reference of the Maps, 
Section the First. 

The Countries of Indoftan, Eafl of Delhi, by Major James Rennell, Page i. 
Plan of Calcutta, 1756, Page 61. 

Calcutta as in 1756, Page 71. 

Bengal andBahar, Page 119. 

Territory of CalcuOa, 1757, P a g e * 34 * 

The Countries of Coromandel, from the Coleroon to Cape Comorin, Page 105,- 
Trinomalee, Page 247, 

1 'agar, Page 248. 

Ele. at ion- of a Polygar’s Fort, in the northern provinces. Page 255. 

Vizue patatn, in 1758, Page 261. 

Ebvt Si David, with the French attack 1758, Page 307. 

Tanjore, reduced from an exact furvey, Page 323. 

View of Tanjore, Page 3 29. 

Section the Second. ■ 

Tlie Carnatic, from the Penar to the Coleroon, with the W e Item Moun¬ 
tains, and Part of My fore, Page 367. ■ 

Mad. afs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and w. 

with the French attack, from Dec. 12, 17581 to Feb. 17, 17 59 s Pag e 385. 
Plan of the fronts of Fort Sc. George, attacked by Mr. Lally, from the 14th 
of Dec. 1758, to the 16th of Feb. 1759* with part of the Black Town, 

Page 460. 

Palam Cotah, near Tinivelly, Page 467. 

Mafulipatam, Page 480. 

Valdore and Vandivafh, to face Page 517; but Valdore refers to 627. 
Carangoly, Page 545. 

Chittapet, Page 591. 

Arcot Fort and Chilambarum, to face 593 ; but Chilambarum refers to I age 030 
View of the Forts on the hills of Veloor, Page 603. 

Permacoil, Page 6 o 6 . 

Karical, Page 617. 

Pondicherry, Page 645. 























